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Welcome New
City Council Members

Brainerd City Hall
501 Laurel Street
Brainerd, MN 56401
www.ci.brainerd.mn.us
Administration
(218) 828-2307
admin@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Building
(218) 828-2309

Gabe Johnson

Gabe Johnson is the Alderman (or council
member) from Ward 4 in the southeast area of
the city. His interests include working on improving Jaycees Park and lowering taxes.
Gabe is 31 years old and owner of Devine
Johnson Marketing, a marketing communications business. He is also a former tax accountant at B. Johnson and Associates. He is
married to Mary Devin Johnson and has two
children, Tegan who is 11 and Joseph who is 1.

Sue Hilgart

Sue Hilgart represents the City of Brainerd as an at-large Alderwoman (or council member). She plans to pursue business and job growth within the City of Brainerd as well as providing excellent service to the residents
of the city. Sue has worked in Human Resource Management and Workforce Development. She is currently
pursuing a Master's Degree in Management Leadership at Concordia University as well as fulfilling her duties
as the Brainerd WorkForce Center Site Manager and Team Leader for Rural Minnesota Concentrated Employment Program. Sue resides in south Brainerd with her husband Jeff. They have four adult children and two
grandchildren.

building@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Engineering
(218) 828-2309
engineer@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Fire
(218) 828-2312
fire@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Parks & Recreation
(218) 828-2320
parks@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Planning & Zoning
(218) 828-2309
planning@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Police
(218) 829-2805
police@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Public Utilities (BPU)
(218) 829-8726
email@bpu.org

Public Transit
(218) 825-7433
transit@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Carbon Monoxide Detector Award Presentation
Brainerd Mayor James Wallin recognized residents Toni Jonak, Andrew Fiebelkorn (Fiance),
Anthony Jonak (son), City Staff Jeff Hulsether,
Corky McQuiston, Kevin Stunek, Tim Caughey,
Laurie Johnson, and Chuck Arvidson with a
plaque. The plaque was awarded because it
was a group effort that helped save the lives of
the three residents. City Council adopted a
policy that required rental inspections, the rental inspector Scott Sadusky followed through in
requiring a carbon monoxide (CO) detector,
and the family contacted the Fire Department
to verify that the CO alarm was not malfunctioning when the alarm sounded. The Mayor
awarded three plaques: one to the family, one to City staff, and one to the City Council for their group efforts.
The newspaper headlines could have easily read that CO poisoning took three Brainerd residents lives.

Snow Removal Parking Regulations
With the winter season upon us, it’s a good time for a little reminder about the City of Brainerd’s parking regulations during Snow Emergencies. Typically, a “Snow Emergency” is declared when the city receives over 4 inches of snow
fall. The declaration is made through the use of local news
media and the City’s website.
On the first day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will
commence at 5:00 am on the following streets:
All Snow Emergency Routes

All streets that are oriented in a north-south direction
All streets west of the Mississippi River
All streets south of Willow Street

On the 2nd day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will commence at either 5:00 or 6:00 am on all remaining
streets in the city, those that are oriented in an east-west direction. Time permitting, city crews may begin
snow plowing in alleys and will complete alley plowing on the 3rd day.
Snow Removal Parking Regulations continued on page 4
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South 6th Street Reconstruction Planned for 2017
The Minnesota Department of Transportation will be reconstructing South 6th Street from Washington Street to Joseph Street in 2017. As part of that
project, the City of Brainerd will take advantage of the reconstruction to replace 100 year old water and sanitary sewer systems underneath the roadway. The City will also be constructing a sidewalk along the east side of South 6th Street between Joseph Street and Industrial Park Road to accommodate pedestrian traffic in the corridor with funding obtained from the Federal Transportation Alternatives Program.

On November 18th, MNDOT conducted an open house at Trinity Lutheran Church to seek public input on two alternative design concepts, the first was
to reconstruct South 6th Street between Washington and Willow Streets as a 5-lane facility as it currently is, and the second to reconstruct that segment of road to a 3-lane facility, which could provide additional boulevard space for alternative uses. Both options include the reconstruction of the
street including curb and gutter, sidewalks and pedestrian curb ramps and signal systems. MNDOT is still reviewing alternatives for intersection control at the intersection with Willow Street. A preferred design option will be presented to the City Council later this spring.
Construction is expected to last the entire 2017 construction season and will likely be accomplished using phased detours utilizing parallel roadways.
Directional signage and access to businesses will be maintained throughout the project. Questions about the project can be directed to either Jeff
Hulsether or Jesse Freihammer at the City of Brainerd (828-2309) or Jim Hallgren at the Minnesota Department of Transportation (828-5797).

Storm Water Utility Rate Increase
The storm water utility fee was originally established in 2002 and has not seen an increase since it was established. The purpose of the fee is to
fund operation and maintenance of the storm sewer system including cleaning catch basins, pipes, ditches, storm water ponds, street sweeping and
other maintenance activities. The fund also pays for replacement or upsizing of storm sewer infrastructure such as pipes, catch basins, ponds, or
other infrastructure.
The current single family residential fee is $3.00 per month and the commercial fee varies between $3 and $9 per acre. Currently the City collects
around $200,000 annually for the storm water utility fund. The storm water utility fund revenues have not kept pace with expenses and infrastructure
needs. Cost of operations and maintenance as well as capital improvements to storm water infrastructure have increased dramatically.
As of February 1, a new rate structure will be put in place for commercial properties. Residential properties will remain $3.00 per parcel. The current
storm water charge calculation does not assign storm water usage fairly. The new ordinance charges commercial properties on actual amount of
impervious surface. The new commercial rate now better reflects the rate that single family residential units are charged on a dollars/impervious acre
charge. The new fee structure for commercial property will be based on a rate of $36.00 per impervious acre as measured on aerial photography.
The change in rate structure should generate an additional $100,000 in funds.
The new storm water rates are still some of the lowest as compared to other cities similar in size and age as Brainerd as shown in the table below.
Commercial Monthly Charge

Single Family Residential Monthly Charge
Com/Acre
City
SFR
Moorhead
$10.21
$45.95

Ratio

Com./Acre
$75.82

Ind./Acre
$75.82

Inst.
$41.87

Moorhead

$45.95

$45.95

$45.95

Bemidji

$6.44

$75.82

11.77

Hutchinson

$44.12

$44.12

$17.35

Grand Rapids

$6.00

$33.59

5.60

Grand Rapids

$33.59

$33.59

$29.79

Fergus Falls

$5.00

$20.00

4.00

Alexandria

$32.30

$25.20

$25.20

Hutchinson

$3.43

$44.12

12.86
10.77

Bemidji

Baxter

$28.59

$28.59

$28.59

Brainerd Proposed
Fergus Falls
Average

$26.95
$20.00
$38.41

$26.95
$20.00
$37.53

$26.95
$20.00
$29.46

Brainerd Current

$9.00

$9.00

$9.00

Brainerd proposed & Baxter rates adjusted to $/acre from $/impervious
acre using an assumed value of 75% impervious surface per acre for
industrial and commercial areas.

4.50

Alexandria

$3.00

$32.30

Brainerd Proposed

$3.00

$26.95

8.98

Baxter

$2.10

$28.59

13.61

Average
Brainerd Current

$4.90
$3.00

$38.42

7.84
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The Silent Killer, “CARBON MONOXIDE”

Warming House
Hours

by Fire Chief Kevin Stunek
Creeping silently through your home, there’s a killer that gives no warning. This killer is Carbon Monoxide
(CO). An invisible and odorless gas, carbon monoxide or CO is produced when burning any fuel, such as
gasoline, propane, natural gas, oil, wood or charcoal. It is a silent killer which causes illness by decreasing
the amount of oxygen present in the body.
Young children are especially vulnerable to the effects of carbon monoxide because of their smaller bodies.
Children process carbon monoxide differently than adults and may be more severely affected by it and show
symptoms sooner.
You won’t know if you have a carbon monoxide leak without a working CO detector. If you burn any fuels for
heat or cooking, be sure that you have a working carbon monoxide detector and defer this silent killer.
Follow these simple steps to protect your family:

 The most common symptoms include headache, fatigue, nausea, vomiting and confusion. In severe
cases, the person may lose consciousness or die.

 CO poisoning can often be mistaken for other illnesses, such as the flu.
 Often more than one person in the household will suffer symptoms at the same time.
 Install a CO Detector/Alarm outside every sleeping area and on every level of your home.
 Place CO alarms at least 15 feet away from every fuel burning appliance to reduce the number of
nuisance alarms.

 Test alarms every month and replace them every five years.
 Make sure alarms can be heard when you test them and practice an escape plan with your entire
family.

 Have all gas, oil or coal burning appliances inspected by
a technician every year to ensure they are working correctly and properly ventilated.
 Never use a stove for heating.

The regular winter schedule is as
follows:
Mill Avenue and Bane Parks:
Monday-Friday 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Saturday Noon to 8:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Gregory Park:
Monday-Friday 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Saturday Noon to 8:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Christmas Break Schedule:
December 22 to January 4
Monday-Saturday Noon to 8:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Free figure skate and hockey skate
rental during warming house hours.
Annual Skating Party
February 14, 2015
Gregory Park Warming House
Family Fun - 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Sweetheart Soiree - 5:00 pm to
8:00pm

 Do not use a grill, generator or camping stove inside your
home, garage or near a window.

 Never leave a car, SUV, or motorcycle engine running
inside a garage, even if the garage doors are open.

 CO can accumulate anywhere in or around your boat, so
install a CO detector on your boat also.

 If your CO alarm goes off, get everyone out of the home as quickly as possible into fresh air. Then
call for help from a neighbor’s home or a cell phone outside of your home.

 If someone is experiencing CO poisoning symptoms, CALL 911 for medical attention.
 If no one is experiencing symptoms, call your local Fire Department.

Mayor - James E. Wallin
admin@ci.brainerd.mn.us
(218) 829-8814

Winter time is the most dangerous time of the year for CO to be in your home. Most residents keep all their
windows closed which does not allow for any fresh air to circulate in the home. That is why it is so important
to have working CO alarms. We at Brainerd Fire and Rescue respond to numerous CO calls on a weekly
basis. Remember it is the “Silent Killer.” For more information on this subject please call us at 218-8282312.

As I always say, “Be safe out there!”
Help Clear Our Fire Hydrants
Residents are asked to try to keep fire hydrants shoveled out in the event the Fire
Department needs to use one in your area.
Snow covered fire hydrants could delay firefighters from hooking up to the hydrant and
from attacking a fire. As street crews get
caught up with plowing and hauling the snow,
they will attempt to dig most of the hydrants
out but until then PLEASE try to make an
effort to help us out. Your assistance is much
appreciated!

City Council
Contact
Information

At Large - Chip Borkenhagen
chipborkenhagen@gmail.com
(218) 851-4843
At Large - Sue Hilgart
hilgartsue@hotmail.com
828-6345
At Large - Mary Koep
(218) 829-9793

Cleared

Not Cleared

Ward 1 - David Pritschet
adprit@charter.net
(218) 828-0809
Ward 2 - Kelly Bevans
kelly@kellysservice.biz
(218) 829-4147
Ward 3 - Gary Scheeler
garyscheeler@hotmail.com
(218) 825-1957
Ward 4 - Gabe Johnson
gabe.r.johnson@gmail.com
(218) 831-3623

Page 4

B R A I N E R D C IT Y N E W S

The History Corner
Going in to a new year, we can look back and reflect on what went on in the history
arena in our town in 2014. In the last 4 quarters, we have talked about an 1886 restored oil painting, 3 centennial buildings for the 2014 Brainerd History Week, old
1971 Centennial markers that were not installed but now are going up, and even
NEW historic markers. Two more were put in just before the snow fell, at South 4th
Street and Front Street and South 6th Street & Front Street. So a lot has been going
on!
There is a good reason why more historic preservation has occurred in the last 5
years than the last 50. In a word…technology. Take a look at what tools most anyone has now that were not available for our 100th birthday in 1971 for instance.
City of Brainerd website, open to anyone in the world! Here is their new dedicated
HISTORY page: http://www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/history/ it includes:

 All known maps are digitally scanned.
 You can take a virtual or audio tour of the Downtown History Walk right from here.
 See videos of the early history of Brainerd, even the mayor!
 Old newspapers are being scanned, 1872-1901…so far!
 A scan of an exciting newly-discovered publication from 1910!
Crow Wing County Historical Society (CWCHS): http://www.crowwinghistory.org/
A local researcher has been scouring those old newspapers and transcribed thousands of pages in an easy to find searchable database, called Special Features.
This encyclopedia of Brainerd includes:

 A new pictorial book published by the Society.
 1889-1914 Mortuary Records Project.
 Oral Histories Tape Digitization Project.
 Lots of Brainerd videos, genealogy, and links to more sites!
Because of all this new…well, OLD information is so at hand, more folks are looking
in to their families’ pasts here, looking at old buildings, digging up photos and really
enjoying our local history. Perusing the Special Features the other day, I was looking for info on one of my favorite subjects, brick making in Brainerd. Up until an 1872
article was scanned lately, we thought bricks were first made here in 1878, and now
we find out the NPRR was in the business in 1872! So go online, or let the folks at
the Crow Wing County
Society help you find
what you need in their
research library.
It is a FUN time to be a
Brainerd history buff !!!
July 6, 1872, Brainerd Tribune, from
Special Features/Northern Pacific Railroad in
Brainerd on the CWCHS website.
Question for the quarter: On December 16, 2014 a very old and historic building
was razed in downtown, with little fanfare. (I stopped by looking for bricks!) It was
about to fall over or cave in, and hardly a gem, but had an important community
function in the early part of the 1900’ s. Where, and WHAT was it?

Firefighter of the year!
Cory Zeien was chosen as the 2014 Brainerd Department
Firefighter of the Year. Cory has been with the department
since 2005 as a Paid on Call Firefighter and as a Fire
Equipment Operator since 2011. Cory demonstrates enthusiasm and a positive approach to his job responsibilities, and is a mentor to fellow firefighters and staff.

Snow Removal Parking Regulations
(cont from pg 1)
Parking is banned on streets the day they are scheduled
to be plowed until they have been plowed from curb to
curb. All vehicles plowed around will be issued a $25.00
parking ticket. Vehicles not moved within 48 hours of
being plowed around will be towed at the owner’s expense.
Snow removal in
the Downtown
core area will
commence at
3:00 am on the
morning following
the completion of
the snow event.
Parking is
banned on the
following streets until the streets and sidewalk have been
cleared of all snow:

 Front Street from South 6th street to South 8th Street
 Laurel Street from South 6th street to South 8th Street
 South 7th Street form Maple Street to Front Street
Vehicles parked on the downtown streets will be ticketed
and towed at the owner’s expense.
Observing the parking restrictions during snow removal
operations results in city crews being able to plow streets
much cleaner, more quickly, and much more safely.
For more information call 218-828-2309.

City Chili Cook-Off
On October 28, 2014, City of Brainerd staff held a department wide chili cook-off to raise funds and donations for
Kinship Partners. One hundred forty seven dollars and 27
warm clothing items were donated. Thanks to all that attended and donated.
Chili cooks Andy
Stone (Transit),
Roberta Piekarski
(HRA), and Carl
Kezar (BPU)

Corky Mcquiston
tries the chili
cooked by Jana
Pernula (BPU) and
Lori McClain (BPU)

Chili Cook-Off winners!
Chili: Hazwoper Chili
Cooked by: Kevin Tengwall, Elaine
Kraemer & Cory Zeien

Congratulations Fire Department!

