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At the Monday, December 18, 2015
City Council mee ng, Edwin LeRoy
Menk took the oath of oﬃce to be‐
come Brainerd’s 41st Mayor. Mayor
Menk was elected by the City Council
to fill the posi on following the death
of James Wallin. He will serve as
Mayor un l the November 2016 elec‐
on. For that elec on, Mayor Menk
will need to determine his interest in
seeking elec on by the voters.
Mayor Menk has been a City of Brain‐
erd resident for 41 years and has
owned and operated E. L. Menk Jew‐
City Administrator Jim Thoreen administers the oath of
elry in the city’s downtown for 36 years. oﬃcer to newly elected Mayor Ed Menk as City Council
President Gary Scheeler looks on.
During this me, he has seen many
changes occur in the city and believes the city con nues to oﬀer many opportuni es for busi‐
nesses, employees and residents. One of his mo os is, “If I do well, my neighbor will do well
and if my neighbor does well, I will do well”. His mo o is a reason why he volunteered and
served for 18 years on the Planning Commission, serves as Chairman of the City of Brainerd
Economic Development Authority and was a past Main Street Program Chairman.
Ed has also been very ac ve in the Downtown Business Council, is a Brainerd Lakes Area
Chamber of Commerce member and member of the Noon Rotary. In his business and civic
life, he has always looked at the long term outcomes and when he goes to bed at night he
wants to believe he has helped the community to be in be er shape. He knows that it is not
always possible but he believes that if the honest eﬀort is not made, the outcome will not be
good.
As a young man new in business, he recalls being visited by Mayor C. Elmer Anderson a er a
rather conten ous mee ng with downtown businesses and asked very politely what the City
Council could do to help downtown businesses. A er that mee ng he realized that the most
important job the Mayor has is to have a posi ve a tude and a empt to make others feel
posi ve about the City of Brainerd. A goal of his is to con nue the eﬀorts and posi ve out‐
comes achieved by Mayors C. Elmer Anderson, Bonnie Cumberland, and James Wallin.
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Gregory Park Fountain Fundraiser
For the past 48 years, the Gregory Park Fountain has been
the central a rac on to Brainerd’s park systems. Our foun‐
tain’s spray glowed with changing lights and was an alluring
a rac on to our community. In the summer, families gath‐
ered for picnics and family gatherings beside it, tossing coins
in it and making wishes and dipping their feet as they relaxed
to its serenity. It was a historical monument to our city.
If only such special things could last forever!
However, with the heavy wear and tear, our community’s
fountain is no longer “so special”. The spray pa ern has di‐
minished the past few years and the illumina ng lights no
longer func oned. Many spray pumps quit working and this
past summer the spray stopped altogether as the plumbing
below the fountain burst. And, for the cherry on top, the
fountain’s water reten on bowl has cracked.
In order to repair the plumbing and to fix the founda on, the
en re fountain structure needs to be torn down. The cost to
repair and replace the fountain and return it to its glory is
expected to cost $90,000 to $100,000. The funds are simply
not in the Brainerd city budget as this was an unexpected
expense. Our staﬀ has searched for grants for such a project,
but none have yet to be found.
That is why the Brainerd Parks and Recrea on Department is
asking for your help to restore Brainerd’s alluring a rac on,
the Gregory Park Fountain, to what it once was. Our staﬀ is
planning to install sponsorship bricks of recogni on to major
contributors of $1,000 or more.
Please consider helping us bring the Gregory Park Fountain
back to life as the Parks and Recrea on Department strives
to keep our park system a welcome place for residents and
visitors to enjoy.

Mississippi River Partnership Plan Proceeds
Toward Implementa on
Brainerd’s Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA), the
City of Brainerd, Mississippi Riverfront Sub‐Commi ee, and
the community’s public and private sectors are excited to be
embarking on a mul ‐phased eﬀort with local consul ng firm
Short Ellio Hendrickson Inc. (SEH) for implemen ng the Mis‐
sissippi River Partnership Plan. The project presents an oppor‐
tunity to connect the city and the Mississippi River and create
a corridor as a place where residents and visitors can easily
access and enjoy year‐round natural scenery.
As a result of the Mississippi River Partnership Plan, the City of
Brainerd applied for and was awarded a Diﬀerence Maker
Grant from the Brainerd Lakes Area Community Founda on to
begin the process of implemen ng some of the recommenda‐
ons in the Plan. The City was awarded a $33,000 grant to
retain a consultant firm or team for the first year with the op‐
portunity to renew the grant for two addi onal years. The City
of Brainerd entered into an agreement with the Brainerd HRA
to manage this grant on their behalf.
The SEH team includes local civil engineer, Jeﬀ Ledin, land‐
scape architects Bob Kost and Gregg Calpino, funding special‐
ist Heidi Peper, and finance specialist Jon Commers of Donjek
Consul ng. SEH team members have successfully designed
and implemented waterfront redevelopment and enhance‐
ment projects across the Midwest including Duluth, Minneap‐
olis, Dubuque, IA, and Chippewa Falls, WI.
Guided by a 9‐member Riverfront Sub‐Commi ee, consultants
will develop measurable goals, objec ves, budgets, priori es,
melines, and iden fy sources of funding for implemen ng
design concepts iden fied in the Mississippi Riverfront Part‐
nership Plan. Addi onally, the consul ng team will work to
keep community members informed and engaged during the
process through the use of social media, events, ac vi es, and
a project web site. The first year’s goal is to iden fy an ini al
project that
can be funded
and launched
in 2016.
To follow the
project’s pro‐
gress, view
informa on
and leave feed‐
back, visit: Mississippi River Partnership Plan

Brainerd Parks and Recrea on 2015 Year in Review
The Brainerd Parks and Recrea on Department has 14 parks in its system which includes 5 baseball fields, 7 so ball fields, 4 T‐
ball fields, a Miracle League field, 3 hockey rinks, 3 pleasure rinks, 5 tennis courts, 9 playgrounds, a basketball court and a dog
park. There are 302.6 acres of park property of which 169 acres are ac vely maintained. The department also operates an 18‐
site RV campground and rents out 5 pavilions.
In 2015, there were 786 youths and 1,462 adults registered in our programs. The department also hosts a number of free spe‐
cial events including the Bicycle Clinic (97 par cipants), Fishing Clinic (87), Easter Egg Hunt (600), Valen ne’s Day party (100),
the Great Pumpkin Fes val (600), and Arbor Day.
A number of major contribu ons and projects highlighted the past year. They include:
 Two tennis courts were resurfaced at Gregory Park and new fencing was installed. Funding came from two USTA grants
and the Park Dedication fund.
 Pickle ball lines were painted on two of the older tennis courts at Gregory Park.
 Rain gardens were installed next to the new tennis courts at Gregory Park and near the Lum Park beach through a
grant from the Crow Wing County Soil and Water Conservation District.
 New park signs were installed at Triangle, Jaycees and O’Brien parks.
 The Lum Park boat ramp was repaired with materials provided by the DNR.
 Two security cameras were installed at Gregory Park.
 Outfield fences were replaced at the Memorial Park adult softball fields using Park Dedication funds.
 Safety tubing was installed at three adult softball fields, two youth softball fields and four youth baseball fields.
 An advertising banner program was instituted for fundraising efforts for the installation of lights on Field 3 at Memorial
Park.
 Five pieces of playground equipment were installed at Jaycees Park, using funds donated over the years by the Brain‐
erd Jaycees.
 Cement disc golf pads were installed using donated funds from the Fly‐By Disc Golf League.
 The Buffalo Hills‐Lions Park concession stand was upgraded to meet Minnesota Health Department codes.
 The Miracle League sponsorship archway and Darlys Every pedestal were installed.
 Extensive repair of three hockey rinks was completed in September.
 The Gregory Park warming house roof was repaired in November. This was a result of damage from a storm in July.
 Forty‐six teams participated in the four state baseball qualifier tournaments in June and 26 teams participated in the
15 & Under state baseball tournament in July.
 Forty‐two teams participated in the D men’s state softball tournament in August.
 Twelve teams participated in the inaugural Early Bird adult softball tournament.
 For the third straight year, the Parks Department hosted the Minnesota Twins Play Ball! youth baseball/softball clinic.
 The Brainerd Ski Loons Water Ski Club performed two shows at Lum Park in August and hopes to continue using Lum
Park for shows in 2016.

2015 Planning Department Highlight
Mississippi River Partnership Plan
2015 was year in which the Planning Department worked with University of Minnesota Center for Rural Design and the Riverfront
Steering Commi ee to compete the 1st phase of the Mississippi River Partnership Plan. On March 23, 2015, Riverfront Steering
Commi ee Co‐Chairs Don Gorham and Howard Brewer presented the Plan recommenda ons to the City Council.
To provide some surety the Plan recommenda ons will move forward, the Planning Department applied for a Brainerd Lakes Area
Community Founda on Diﬀerence Maker Grant. The City of Brainerd was awarded $33,000 for 2016 to hire a Plan Coordinator.
Should progress be demonstrated and acceptable to the Community Founda on, an addi onal $33,000 for each of the next two
years (2017 and 2018) will be awarded.
Following Plan acceptance, on May 18, 2015 the City Council voted to seek the assistance of the City of Brainerd HRA to oversee
Plan implementa on. The HRA Board agreed and appointed a new steering commi ee to work with the Plan Coordinator. (see
the ar cle on page 2 related to the Plan implementa on)
Walkable Bikeable City Commi ee Nonmotorized Transporta on Plan
The Planning Department worked with the Walkable Bikeable City Commi ee (WBCC) in the development of a Nonmotorized
Transporta on Plan. As 2015 came to a close, a community survey and a walkability audit guided by Region V were completed.
On March 2, 2015, the City Council adopted a Complete Street Policy that is part of the Plan. The Planning Department prepared a
grant to fund the audit which received funds from the Ini a ve Founda on and NJPA.
The WBCC has begun to develop Plan recommenda ons for future sidewalks, trails, bike lanes and system improvements. It will
establish short, medium and long term recommenda ons that include construc on and improvement costs. The WBCC hopes to
submit a dra Plan to the City Council by the middle of 2016.
Thank you to the City Engineering Department for its assistance in working on the Plan.
Trail Signs
Crow Wing Energized (CWE) was the benefactor of funds to purchase the blue trail signs, posts and mile markers. A $5,000 grant
was submi ed by the Planning Department and awarded to the City by CWE to fund the project.
Thank you to the City Street Department for installing the poles and signs.
Planning Commission
Two significant ordinance changes were recommended by the Planning Commission. One change will permit restaurants and bars
to serve patrons alcohol, wine and beer in outdoor sea ng areas and the other will permit food trucks, wagons and carts to oper‐
ate in specific areas of the city.
Commissioners a ended a Minnesota American Planning Associa on training workshop at which it learned the importance of hav‐
ing a mission and bylaws. Following that workshop it approved its 1st ever mission statement and procedural bylaws.
The Planning Commission met with the City Council to discuss commercial oﬀ‐street parking requirements. Its posi on is the cur‐
rent method of determining parking requirements is not business friendly and has the poten al to deter (re)development. It thinks
there is a be er solu on or method to determining the amount of oﬀ‐street parking that should be provided. The Planning Com‐
mission learned many ci es around the country have already modified or are in the process of modifying their requirements. The
City Council is suppor ve of the Planning Commission looking into the city’s requirements in 2016.
The City’s Comprehensive Plan is over 10 years old and the Planning Commission has been recommending the Plan needs to be
updated. Five thousand dollars was approved by the City Council in the 2016 budget to begin Comprehensive Plan work. Using
the funds to create an online community engagement forum is being considered.
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2015 Brings Employee Change BPU
Brainerd Public U li es saw a lot of changes in the past 12 months. Several employees re red, resul ng in organiza on
changes and lots of new faces at BPU. The below pictures represent a 25% change in its workforce in one year. BPU looks
forward to working with these individuals as it proudly and diligently serves its customers.

Cashier/Postal Specialist Mandy Selisker and Materials Control AnnMarie
Lamser.

BPU employees from le to right: Line Worker Dylan Ferrari, Line Worker Crew
Chief Brad Olson, Line Worker Cory Henningson, Line Worker Jon Engholm, Line
Worker Crew Chief Clark Backstrom, Maintenance Mechanic Jason Eastman, Line
Worker Mike Zabinski, Maintenance Electrician Brent Yaunick, and Engineering
Technician Jake Lipski.

City Hires Assistant City Engineer
In August 2015, Assistant City Engineer Paul Sandy began work for the City of Brainerd. Paul is
originally from Li le Falls and holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from
North Dakota State University.
Paul worked for Brosz Engineering in Stanley North Dakota where he was instrumental in
star ng the firms new oﬃce in 2011. While there, he designed and managed numerous road‐
way and street projects. He has many interes ng stories about the booming oil industry.
Paul was blessed to grow up with his parents George and Fay. George works for Federated Pro‐
pane in Li le Falls and Faye works as a 6th grade teacher at Pierz Elementary. He has 2 sisters,
Alexis a soil scien st , who lives in Virginia, MN along with 3 of his nephews, Silas, Levi, and Ma‐
son and sister Ashley lives with her husband in Michigan and works as an intellectual property
consultant. They are the proud parents of his other nephew Emerson.
In his free me, Paul enjoys hun ng, fishing, four wheeling, golfing, and playing pool. He really
enjoys doing work on cars and hopes to one day restore numerous old vehicles. He enjoys
spending quality me with his family and friends.

Recycle Your Christmas Lights
Did you know you can recycle that tangled old mess of Christmas lights? The
Sunrise Sertoma Club invites you to recycle non‐working Christmas lights and
extension cords. You can drop them oﬀ at the following businesses:
Baxter: Northland Arboretum, Riverwood Bank, Mid MN Federal Credit Union
and CTC
Brainerd: Crow Wing County Historical Courthouse, Crow Wing County Sani‐
tary Landfill, Ace Hardware, Mid MN Federal Credit Union, Mill Ave Holiday
Sta on Store
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The Journey to Eagle Scout by Zach Vogt
The journey to obtain the rank of Eagle is a long and toilsome journey, but one worth taking. I started the journey when I was
a first grader and joined Cub Scouts. I went through all the ranks and got my Arrow of Light, which is the highest rank a Cub
Scout can earn. A er that I went to Troop 43 in Brainerd to con nue my scou ng adventures. Through my 6 years as a Boy
Scout I have gone to 5 years of camping trips from the sweltering hot nights of August to the freezing cold nights of January in
Ely, MN, all outside in tents. I have had some of my best memories in scou ng and have some of my best friends. I have been
honored to do flag ceremonies at the Metrodome and for veterans dinners. I have given countless hours of community service
to bell ringing in the winter, cleaning ice on Gull Lake a er the world's largest ice fishing contest, to replan ng trees in a town
torn apart by a tornado like Wadena, MN.
One of the requirements to obtain the rank of Eagle is to plan and give leadership to a service project benefi ng an organiza‐
on other than Boy Scouts. I was given the opportunity to build and place 10 wood duck houses along a new walking trail in
Brainerd, MN. I jumped for joy when given the opportunity to give back to the community in a way that also helps animals. As
an avid duck hunter, I was very happy to help a species of duck that I admire so much by giving them a place to live and breed.
So I started working with City Planner, Mark Ostgarden as my connec on to the city and sought dona ons to help build 10
wood duck houses. The project was funded by the Baxter Snowmobile Club. I am very grateful to Mark for giving me this op‐
portunity.
As a Boy Scout I have taken on many leadership posi ons like Senior Patrol Leader and Vice Chief of Na ve American aﬀairs.
These posi ons have given me the leadership skills and knowledge that I needed to be successful in school and hopefully as a
future law enforcement oﬃcer. Without Scou ng I have no idea where I would be today, but I am glad that this great organi‐
za on was here for me and I plan to give as much back to this organiza on as it has to me. I would just like to thank everyone
who has helped me achieve this rank, from the City of Brainerd to my parents. Thank you.
Several of the 10 new wood duck houses are visible in this in this photo taken from
the Buﬀalo Hills Trail.

Team members l-r Joshia Bacon, Tanner Mcfarlin, Cameron Young
and project organizer and NEW Eagle Scout Zach Vogt display the
marker along the Buffalo Hills Trail commemorating the wood duck
house project.

Project Organizer Zach Vogt secures 1 of the 10 wood duck houses.
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Snow Removal Parking Regula ons
With the winter season upon us, it’s a good me for a li le reminder about the City of Brainerd’s parking regula ons during
Snow Emergencies. Typically, a “Snow Emergency” is declared when the city receives over 4 inches of snow fall. The declara on
is made through the use of local news media and the City’s website.
On the first day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will commence at
5:00 am on the following streets:
All Snow Emergency Routes
All streets that are oriented in a north‐south direc on
All streets south of Willow Street
All streets west of the Mississippi River
On the 2nd day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will commence at
either 5:00 or 6:00 am on all remaining streets in the city, those that are
oriented in an east‐west direc on. Time permi ng, city crews may
begin snow plowing in alleys and will complete alley plowing on the 3rd
day.
On the 2nd day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will commence at either 5:00 or 6:00 am on all remaining streets in the
city, those that are oriented in an east‐west direc on. Time permi ng, city crews may begin snow plowing in alleys and will
complete alley plowing on the 3rd day.
Parking is banned on streets the day they are scheduled to be plowed un l they have been plowed from curb to curb. All vehi‐
cles plowed around will be issued a $25.00 parking cket. Vehicles not moved within 48 hours of being plowed around will be
towed at the owner’s expense.
Snow removal in the Downtown core area will commence at 3:00 am on the morning following the comple on of the snow
event. Parking is banned on the following streets un l the streets and sidewalk have been cleared of all snow:
Front Street from South 6th street to South 8th Street
Laurel Street from South 6th street to South 8th Street
South 7th Street form Maple Street to Front Street
Vehicles parked on the downtown streets will be cketed and towed at the owner’s expense.
Observing the parking restric ons during snow removal opera ons results in city crews being able to plow streets much cleaner,
more quickly, and much more safely.
For more informa on call 218‐828‐2309.
Cleared

Help Clear Our Fire Hydrants
Residents are asked to try to keep fire hydrants shoveled
out in the event the Fire Department needs to use one in
your area. Snow covered fire hydrants could delay firefight‐
ers from hooking up to the hydrant and from a acking a
fire. As street crews get caught up with plowing and haul‐
ing the snow, they will a empt to dig most of the hydrants
out but un l then PLEASE try to make an eﬀort to help us
out. Your assistance is much appreciated!

Not Cleared
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Brainerd Public U lity Lab Technician Receives State Award
Gregg Kropp, Brainerd Public U lity Laboratory Technician was selected by Minnesota
Wastewater Operators’ Associa on (MWOA) as the 2015 Outstanding Operator of the
Year, Laboratory Award recipient.
Annually each MWOA sec on (Metro/Suburban, Central, NW, NE, SW & SE Minnesota)
nominates a candidate for the wastewater operator and laboratory awards. Greg was se‐
lected to be the MN Central Sec on nominee for the for 2015. Each sec on submits their
nominee to the MWOA awards commi ee who then selects the State award recipient.
Congratula ons Gregg!

Mills Family Thanked for Dona on to the Police Depart‐
ment
The City Council recognized the Mills family for its dona on to the Brain‐
erd Police Department of 18 like‐new Huldra Mark IV tac cal rifles. The
cost of new rifles would be more than $20,000. The dona on allows the
department to assign iden cal patrol rifles to all staﬀ and vehicles, as
well as upgrade the exis ng rifles. The Huldra Arms brand is owned and
sold exclusively at Mills Fleet Farm, according to the Huldra Arms web‐
site. Stewart Mills III, accep ng the cer ficate of apprecia on on behalf
of his family said the line of firearms is designed for law enforcement
use.

Stuart Mills III accep ng the Cer ficate of Apprecia on from
Brainerd Police Chief Corky McQuiston

Carl Kezar City of Brainerd/Brainerd Public U li es/City of Brain‐
erd Housing and Redevelopment Authority Chili Cook‐oﬀ Winner
The 2015 City Department Chili Cook‐Oﬀ took place on October 28 in the Fire De‐
partment Mee ng room. The winner of the Chili Cook‐Oﬀ was Carl Kezar from
BPU with his Chuck Norris Oatmeal. Elaine Kraemer from the Fire Department
received second place for her Hazwopper Chili and Sue Hilgart from City Council,
received third place for her Legally Blonde White Chili.
Other Nominees: Ka e Kaufman (Parks) “Bloody Wicked”, Darla Johnson (Admin)
“Penny Patrol”, Chip Borkenhagen (City Council) “Council Chamber Chow”, Teresa
He ver (HRA) “Ghostly Brew”, Jay Personius (Police Patrolmen) “Dracula Red
Chili”, Jim Thoreen (Admin) “Bon‐Chili”, Julie McCullough (Police) “Witch’s Brew”,
and Josh Stewart (Inspec ons/Eng.) “Paul’s Missed Opportunity Chili”.

2015 Chili Cook‐Oﬀ winner Carl Kezar proudly
displays the 1st place trophy.

As we did last year, we partnered with our local Kinship Partners and their “Coats
for Kids” winter clothing drive, “So no one will be chili this winter”. We collect‐
ed over 10 items and $204. Close to 70 a endees contributed to the cause this
year and hopefully we can keep growing this event in years to come.
Congratula ons Carl!

The History Corner by Carl Faust
Brainerd History Week‐2016
Very early reports are trickling in about the upcoming third annual History Week! This year’s celebra on of our local history will
showcase Northeast Brainerd. Much of Brainerd’s early industry started in NE, star ng with the Brainerd Lumber Company that
moved here from Gull River Village giving us the name of a street called Mill Avenue! An early pulp mill was built on the west
side of the river and later a paper mill on the east side. The area supported TWO brick yards promp ng a RR spur to be built to
the area. Did you know there was even a RR depot out there for the Brainerd & Northern Minnesota RR? There was also a
roundhouse for the electric street car rail line.
Some highlights will include two diﬀerent mes for a Paper Mill presenta on at Brainerd Industrial Center, a walking tour of
paper machine #6, a Brainerd Dam tour, and a bus tour of the li le‐known Parker ELECTRIC street car Railroad as it was laid out
in the early years. The NP Center plans some tours and a vintage auto show and the 4‐day event will wind up with games, sever‐
al programs for kids and a church service in Lum Park, another wonderful NE feature.
Roundhouse Brewing Co.
Around mid‐December, I was given a quick tour of the soon‐to‐open Roundhouse Brewing Company. I met with the landlord
and was amazed at the infrastructure that is required for such an enterprise. The concrete floor was about 1/3 removed for
wiring and piping of one kind or another. I suppose the large pipes are for fire protec on and brewing use, then you have sewer
lines, and drains, and electrical. Something was being placed in a pit, maybe electrical, and HVAC air and hea ng runs were
ready to be suspended. I could not help but think how much simpler it must have been in the 1880’s when these buildings were
built, and the heat came from the main coal‐fired heat plant across the street. For summer use, cupolas in the ceiling and open
windows were the only cooling system. Oh, how miserable they must have been in the summer without air condi oning. It is
refreshing to see new life being pumped in these classic old buildings. The bricks they used were made right here in Brainerd,
too! It has been over 100 years since beer was brewed commercially in Brainerd, so this will be fun to watch!
Facebook Page
Last quarter I men oned Andy Walsh’s great page, Share History and Stories about Brainerd Lakes Area. It then had 4,400 group
members and is now at nearly 5,900. But the amazing thing is the par cipa on and like the page’s les suggests, the SHARING
of wonderful photos and stories. Many of the photos have never been published since they are private family photos. I encour‐
age you to stop by and see what you might remember from years ago, and perhaps you can help solve a riddle, or add some
facts or photos.
CWCHS Membership Drive
The Crow Wing County Historical Society is having a membership drive to help raise awareness AND funds for the increasing role
they play in preserving history in our area. Every year the Society provides services and entertainment to thousands of county
residents as well as visitors to the area. But this takes a huge amount of support from area history buﬀs. A major and most reli‐
able source of our funding comes from annual and repeat Society memberships. Among other things, last year the Carbine
house log home at the fairgrounds was fully restored. This year the Wohl house, log home at the fairgrounds, was elevated and
got a new founda on but now it needs repair and the roof leaks. Grant money can only be obtained by first securing local dona‐
ons and in‐kind labor. Con nuing memberships provide a steady stream of funding for such projects.
The Crow Wing County Historical Society has been keeping tabs on Crow Wing County's history since 1927. The museum has
three floors of exhibits including displays on the lumber industry, the railroads, mining, and home life. You can also walk through
a period home, the Sheriﬀ’s Residence from 1917, and it’s nearly all original! Yes, you can have your photo taken in a jail cell!
Please check out their website and see what they have been up to and consider a membership at one of the levels that start at
only $20. Crow Wing Historical Society
The History Corner is con nued on page 10
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Planning Commission Has Three
New Members in 2016
The City Council has appointed Jack An‐
tolak, Staci Headley and Robert Turner to
the Planning Commission.

New Planning commission members (left-right) are
Jack Antolak, Staci Headley and Robert Turner.

The new members join current members
Angie Plantenberg, Ma Straw, Dale Parks
and City Council liaison Dave Pritschet.

Jack is an owner/broker with Posi ve Real‐
ty. He has worked with planning and zoning boards his en re career. He served for three
years on the Crow Wing County Comprehensive Plan Commi ee. Staci is the chairperson of
the Crow Wing County Yellow Ribbon Community. She works for Region V as a transporta‐
on planner. Bob has been the owner and operator of the Front Street Café for 17 years.
Each expressed a genuine interest in the success of the city and cited a desire to give back
to the community in which they live.
At its January 20, 2016 mee ng, the Planning Commission elected Angie Plantenberg as
Chairman and Dale Parks as Vice Chairman.

The History Corner cont.
1971 Centennial Marker; here, gone and back again!
Some mes things just work out! On Wednesday, December 31, 2014, a friend of mine called
to say that the 1971 Original City Jail monument
and marker on Washington Street in front of
Easy Riders was hit by a car the night before at
about 8:00 PM. It took out the en re monu‐
ment from the base slab up, and destroyed the
moun ng slab on top. It also took out a street‐
light, and I think some other cars. The news
report did not men on the marker. By the me
I got to the site, all that was le was 3’ of a
streetlight pole, and a 2” protrusion of the con‐
crete foo ng...poof, gone. The goose chase
started. It turns out the marker itself was demolished and went out with the trash. The chase
ended but the challenge to replace the whole monument just started. The insurance company
would only replace it back to original, which would seem to make sense, but how do you re‐
place an aluminum plaque that was made in 1970 at the Brainerd Foundry? I did find a compa‐
ny that would recreate the logo and cast a marker in the same fashion, but between the art‐
work fees and materials, the price was far more than a graphic marker like we have been using
for the last few years. The insurance company finally agreed and the city was able to order a
new marker and the city crews installed it. The part that worked out is that the new marker
now has images and descrip ons of far more than the old plaque could convey. Technically,
the old marker reading First Jail should have been Second Jail as this loca on was the second
jail used for city inmates, even though the first jail was a county facility. With the opportunity
to clarify this and add the graphics, we think the new one is a good addi on to highligh ng our
history by way of markers. Stop by and see it for yourself!
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City Council Contact
Informa on
Mayor Edwin L. Menk
edmenk@brainerd.net
(218)829‐7266
At Large Sue Hilgart
hilgartsue@hotmail.com
(218) 828‐6345
At Large Mary Koep
marywaltk@icloud.com
(218) 829‐9793
At Large Chip Borkenhagen
chipborkenhagen@gmail.com
(218) 851‐4843
Ward 1 David Pritschet
adprit@charter.net
(218) 828‐0809
Ward 2 Kelly Bevans
kelly@kellysservice.biz
(218) 829‐4147
Ward 3 Gary Scheeler
garyscheeler@hotmail.com
(218) 825‐1957
Ward 4 Gabe Johnson
gabe.r.johnson@gmail.com
(218) 831‐3623

