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2015 Brainerd History Week submitted by Mary Koep
Last quarter we touched a bit on the upcoming 2015 Brainerd History Week in June. At
that time, there was only a small number of items on the calendar, but it blossomed in to
an EIGHT-day event!
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Hardly an area in Brainerd was untouched by the events of the week. It started Sunday
at the NP Center, then to the cemetery, back to Northside Brainerd, to downtown Brainerd, to the Dam and former Paper Mill, the college, and to Gregory Park for two days.
After the event’s second year, it has become obvious that there is a keen interest in history in Brainerd and indeed a willingness for community support. How wonderful that we
can celebrate our history and at the same time involve the kiddies in a parade and games
in the park, churches, our veterans, Indian neighbors and more…ALL in one event!
One of the most popular of all the events was the tour of the City’s Water Power Dam
along with the former Paper Mill tour at the Brainerd Industrial Center.
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Brainerd History Week Events at the Brainerd Industrial Center and at the Dam

A day honoring our veterans was part of the event on June 15th. It was a time to share
their history and to say "Thank You"! We joined our Native American friends June 19th at
Central Lakes College to learn about culture and customs.
Other events enjoyed were tours of the old Northern Pacific shops, a children's “teddy
bear” parade (which brought dozens of participants and was followed by a puppet show),
and an old time dance which included the chicken dance.
On Sunday, June 21, a beautiful interdenominational church service was held in Gregory
Park to wrap up a week of celebration that brought focus to our city and the people who
lived here then and now.
It is hopeful that this will continue and evolve in years to come. The town has come, and
in some cases gone, from railroading to logging and lumber, then through the mining industry, paper and pulp manufacture, tourism and a host of other eras. But these were all
building blocks to where we are at today, and a catapult to where we are going. Brainerd
History Week highlights where we have been, and is critical to our future. It can be seen
that the event can not only be FUN but an economic boost to the area. Let’s start planning soon for the next one! If you would like to help plan history week 2016 please contact Mary Koep at 829-9793.
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Meet Jim Thoreen Brainerd’s New City Administrator
Though I was born in Wisconsin, I am not a “Cheesehead.” Go Vikings!
I graduated from Fosston, MN High School then went on for a degree
from Bemidji State University and have lived in several Minnesota cities
during my career. So my hometown is a bit difficult to define…but Fosston and Bemidji are anchors in my life. My new hometown is Brainerd.
I came to the City of Brainerd from Pope County, MN and the county
seat of Glenwood. I have served five Minnesota Counties as an administrator so my family is accustomed to moving and we have been comfortable in our relocations for the right reasons to the right community.
Previously as a county administrator, I have overseen the operations of
county government in all its wide variety of responsibilities. Counties are
heavily mandated by state law to provide services: Jails; Human Services; Assessment of properties; collection and distribution of property
taxes; Sheriff’s patrol; public health services; planning and zoning; records retention; highway department construction and maintenance services…the list is long. These years in county government have been a
great ride and I will take the experiences of administration in that setting
and put them to work in Brainerd.
My wife Bonnie and I share a home with one dog and two cats. Let’s see; five ”bodies” in the house and it seems that if
you rank the levels of importance I am #5. We have three sons: Matt lives in Minneapolis; Tim and his wife Mary live
in St. Paul with daughters Ida and Franny; Mark and his girl friend (fiancée?) live in Rochester.
I have been active in local community theater for many years. For the past five years I have also been a member of the
Alexandria Radio Theater troop. I love to read John Sanford, John Lescroart, or William Krueger or dive into historical
biographies; I read parts of 3 or 4 newspapers almost daily. I am also part of the recovery community and commit time
to practices of a 12 step program. Photography is on the list for skills deserving more time. And travel is great fun…
maybe next year for our anniversary we will cruise the Rhine River?

City if Brainerd Recognized for Sustainability Efforts
The City of Brainerd was 1 of 26 Minnesota cities recognized at the May 2015 League of Minnesota Cities conference
for achieving Step 2 of 3 in the Minnesota GreenStep Cities initiative. Minnesota GreenStep Cities is a free and voluntary program designed to help Minnesota cities achieve their environmental sustainability goals through implementation
of 28 best practices. There are now a total of 83 cities in Minnesota that have completed one or more participation steps
since the program began in 2010.
Each of the GreenStep Cities program’s 28 best practice can be implemented by completing one or more specific actions from a list of four to eight actions in the areas of transportation, buildings and lighting, environmental management,
land use, and economic and community development. The actions are tailored to all types of Minnesota cities, and they
focus on cost savings, energy use reduction, and encouraging innovation.
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Mississippi River Partnership Plan Moves Ahead
At is April 20, 2015 meeting, the Brainerd City Council accepted the Mississippi River Partnership Plan (the Plan) vision for a two mile section of the river in Brainerd. The plan is a culmination of work by a 30+ member steering committee who worked with the University of Minnesota Center for Rural Design to create the Plan. The two mile Plan
area from the Washington Street Bridge to Little Buffalo Creek incudes recommendations for active and passive improvements. The vision for the riverfront includes public gathering areas for festivals, improved river access, a riverfront plaza, an outdoor amphitheater, a multipurpose bridge crossing and a river education center. The entire Plan
can be accessed with the following link: Partnership Plan
At the April 20th meeting, the City Council voted to have the next step of the Plan administered by the City of Brainerd Housing and Redevelopment Authority. The HRA Board and Executive Director Jennifer Bergman will begin the
process by appointing a new steering committee which will further define the vision and begin specific design of the
Plan recommendations. The steering committee will work with a riverfront project coordinator that will be hired by the
HRA Board. The ability to hire the coordinator was made possible by a $100,000 ($33,000 for 3 years) Brainerd
Lake’s Area Community Foundation Community Challenge Grant.
Funding will need to be secured for most of the Plan recommendations. One source is Legacy Amendment funds
approved by Minnesota voters. To be eligible for Legacy Grant funds, the riverfront project area will need to be designated as a regionally significant park by the Greater Minnesota Parks and Trails Commission (GMRPTC). The
GMRPTC was established by Statute in 2013 to undertake system planning and provide recommendations to the
legislature for grants funded by the parks and trails fund to counties and cities outside the seven-county metropolitan
area for parks and trails of regional significance. As defined in the Commission’s Strategic Plan and guided by the
Parks & Trails Legacy Plan, the Commission will evaluate, rank, and determine funding recommendations for regionally significant projects of highest merit. All regional park and trail projects will flow through the Commission’s evaluation process to ensure consistency with the protocol and criteria defined under the Strategic Plan. At is June 1, 2015
meeting, the City Council authorized an application to the GMRPTC for regional park status.
The Commission is responsible for ensuring that the physical system plan that emerges over time only reflects parks
and trails that are well-vetted and formally recognized as being regionally significant and essential to meeting regional needs.

City of Brainerd 3rd Annual Walk and Wheel Event
The City of Brainerd and the Walkable Bikeable Community Committee is proud to announce the 3rd annual Walk and Wheel event, Saturday, September 12, 2015 from
11:00am to 2:00pm on Laurel Street, between South 5th Street and South 6th Street.
Please join us to celebrate the City of Brainerd’s accomplishments in making our city a
more pedestrian, bicycle and wheeling friendly community to live in and visit. We will have
guided walk, biking and longboard tours including a historical tour of the downtown area.
There will be skateboard demonstrations, exhibits by area merchants and event partners,
healthy snacks, face painting and prizes. Learn about helmet fitting, bike safety, maintenance, safety gear, road safety and more at free “minute clinics.”
For more information visit our Facebook page to keep up to date on this event. “Like” this page.
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2015 Private and Public Investment in Brainerd

Royal Tire on Washington
Street (Hwy 210) will have
a totally new look. The
existing building will be
demolished to make way
for a new more customer
friendly store, a site with
improved parking, better
site circulation and green
space to improve the
street-scape appearance.

Site work has begun for the 53,000 sf
FedEx Distribution Center in the Brainerd
Industrial Park. A May 1, 2016 opening
date is planned.

Facade improvements to the Chamber
and BLAEDC Office entrance at the Tyrol Hills
Mall will soon begin.

AutoZone on Washington Street (Hwy
210) is well underway with an opening
date planned for August 15, 2015

Construction is underway for 28th Street improvements from Hwy 18 to Oak Street. Improvements
include complete street reconstruction, curb and
gutter, storm sewer and an 8’ paved trail.

A Crow Wing Energized Grant was received to install wayfinding signs along our
city trails.
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City Parks and Recreation Department News
Two tennis courts at Gregory Park now have a new asphalt surface and fencing.
Once the courts are painted, they will be open for use. The new courts will have
youth courts “blended” in to the courts to make playing easier for the younger
tennis players. Park Dedication funds, grants from the United States Tennis
Association and local donations were used to fund the resurfacing of the courts.
New outfield fencing was also installed on the three softball fields at Memorial
Park. Park Dedication funds were used to fund the project.
Gregory Park tennis courts
New playground equipment has been purchased for Jaycees Park and will be
installed this year. The equipment was funded by donations over the past 10 years from the Brainerd Jaycees. Safety tubing has been installed on most 4-foot fences at the youth and adult softball fields and the youth baseball fields.
Funding for the tubing at Buffalo Hills-Lions Park youth softball fields was provided by the Brainerd Lions Club.

Harrison Elementary students, working with the Brainerd Kiwanis Club, donated and planted three trees at Kiwanis
Park. Five trees were donated and planted at Triangle Park. A number of memorial trees were planted at various
parks throughout the city.
The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department hosted four baseball state qualifier tournaments in June with 47
teams participating at Bane and Jaycees parks. The department will host the 15 & under state baseball tournament
in July, with approximately 28 teams participating and games being played at Mills, Adamson, Forestview, CLC and
Nisswa fields. Visiting teams average 12 motel rooms per team and stay at least two nights generating more than
$200,000 for the Brainerd area. Additional revenue for the area comes from meals, shopping and entertainment.

Meet Tim Holmes Brainerd’s New Fire Chief
I grew up in the Brainerd area, lived in Coon Rapids for about 10 years, till
1991, but graduated from Brainerd High School and attended CLC. We spent
a lot of our time at my grandparents home on Gull Lake.
I came from the Nisswa Police Department where I was a police sergeant. I
worked there for about 18 ½ years, since 1996.
I have been married for almost 18 years and have two kids; Jack is 12 and
Izzy is 10. My wife is the Executive Director of the Gull Lake Yacht Club and
also is a freelance writer for several magazines and organizations.
In our free time we enjoy spending time on the lake in the summer wake surfing, wakeboarding, and spending time with our friends.
In the winter we do a lot of downhill skiing and try to go on a family ski trip out
west.

Openings Available on Brainerd Boards and Commissions
If you are interested in serving on a city board or commission the following positions are available:
Cable TV Advisory Committee – 2 Terms to Expire on 12/31/2016 & 12/31/2017
Charter Commission – 2 Terms to Expire on 12/31/2018
HRA – 1 Term to Expire on 6/6/2020
Rental Dwelling Board of Appeals: 1 Tenant & 1 General Public Representative – Terms to Expire 12/31/2016
Walkable Bikeable Committee
Brainerd HRA/City of Brainerd Mississippi Riverfront Sub-Committee - See HRA site for application
More information on each position is available on the City website. If you have any questions about any of the open
positions call City Hall at 828-2307.
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Meet Josh Stewart Brainerd’s New Building/Rental Inspector
I grew up in Ogilvie MN and live in Mora, MN. Before coming to Brainerd I worked as
an HVAC Service Technician for 15 years. I live with my girlfriend Jessy. Together
we have three children; Delilah 13, William 10, and Hailey 13.
In my spring/summer free time I like to spend as much time on or in the water fishing
and swimming with family and friends. I also enjoy gardening and yard work. In the
fall/winter I spend a lot of time either in a bow stand or the fish house. I am always
reading a book. My favorite genre is science fiction, usually from the 1930’s to the
1960’s. Edgar Rice Burroughs is on of my favorites along with Robert E. Howard who
wrote the original Conan adventures.

Meet Planning Department Intern Phillip Haugen
My parents moved to Mankato in 1985 and they raised five us, three brothers (including
me) and two sisters. Most of my life I have lived in Mankato and I am currently single. I
am about to embark on my second year as a graduate student at Minnesota State University of Mankato. While I was going to school last year, I got the opportunity to go to
Ghana, Africa for study abroad. This was a great experience to learn a different culture
and to see a different perspective of how a city is run and the challenges that they face
every day.
I was very humbled by this experience because I have taken for granted what has been
given to me or has been provided to me by our government. Before I started my internship for the City of Brainerd, I
worked as a Manager for a local McDonalds in Mankato, and I will be going back there after my internship is done. On
my free time I am usually fishing, biking, cooking, golfing, and reading.

City Staff Completes Leadership Course
Eleven more individuals recently completed the Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association Firstline Supervision/Leadership course
through Central Lakes College. Nearly 300 municipal employees
have completed the leadership series which is offered at CLC’s
Brainerd campus and MMUA headquarters in Plymouth.
Recent graduates include: Nick Bleess, Cole Richardson and Mike
White of Blue Earth, Sam Arnzen, Trent Hawkinson and Julie
McCullough of Brainerd, Nate Zimmerman of Janesville, Wes Anway of Cannon Falls, Brian Johnson of East Grand Forks, Mike
Grabow of Litchfield and Robert Heine of New Prague.
Julie McCullough 2nd from left, Sam Arnzen is 4th from left
and Trent Hawkinson is 5th from the left.

The utility management program was developed in 1988 and has
graduates in MMUA member cities all over Minnesota. The program is a cooperative effort, between MMUA and the
CLC Business and Industry Center, designed to provide the leadership skills needed in challenging times.
The 68-hour course is offered in four three-day sessions over two years. Participants work with and learn from each
other, trained facilitators and instructors, internationally recognized Achieve Global leadership materials and specially
created units with a utility focus.
Public works directors, finance and office managers, customer service personnel, utility superintendents, crew supervisors, parks directors, and other municipal employees from municipal power and water/wastewater departments have
benefited from this highly interactive program that emphasizes core leadership skills, performance management, communication, and handling challenging situations.

Meet Joe Koering Brainerd’s New Park Maintenance Employee
I grew up in Brainerd and currently live here with my wife Mindy
and our three children; Jordan 13, Ashton 9, and Madison 4. In
my free time I enjoy spending time with my family, hunting and
four wheeling. Before coming to the City, I worked for the City
of Little Falls doing building, park and ground maintenance and
also worked at Floor to Ceiling.

Fire Department Open House
Keep your family safe with a working smoke alarm in
every bedroom. Did you know that roughly half of home
fire deaths result from fires reported between 11 p.m.
and 7 a.m. when most people are asleep? Learn about
smoke alarms and other fire safety information at the
annual Brainerd Fire Department Open House on October 8 from 5 to 7 pm at the Brainerd Fire Station, 23 Laurel Street.

The History Corner
From March through May, the Brainerd Public Library hosted a program that took in over 300 photo scans from the public from around the county. The scans go to the Crow Wing County Historical Society for research and sharing purposes. They will be labeled and filed so one can easily search a topic by several key words. Most of the photos have never been seen before by researchers. A booklet is in production for viewing at the museum or checkout at the library.
Many of these photos were featured in the Brainerd Dispatch as part of Brainerd History Week. One huge 1948 photo
of the NP Shops and dozens of men showing off a recently completed box car was apparently a first; the right side filled
the entire top front page of the paper, and the left side continued on the back page as a wraparound! We are currently
trying to name all of the men pictured.

But now, some “history” that is in the future! In 2008, the Downtown Brainerd History Walk
was developed and a bound booklet was produced in 2012. For the 2015 Brainerd History
Week, local researcher Ann M. Nelson produced a similar booklet on the Northside Brainerd
History Walk. Both booklets can be checked out at the Brainerd Public Library. Now under
development is something new, the Riverview Brainerd History Walk! It will be ready for an
upcoming walkable-bikeable event in September, and be designed as a get-fit walking, biking
or skating tour of historical sites along our wonderful river and around Boom Lake. There are
four graphic panel markers in the area, an old brewery, rail line and lumberyard site, and lots of
birds and scenery all on paved trails!

