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City of Brainerd Transit Coordinator Receives 2016 Management
Innovation Award
Congratulations to Brainerd Transit Coordinator Andy Stone for
being selected by the Minnesota Public Transit Association
(MPTA) Awards Committee to receive the 2016 Management
Innovation Award. Andy received the award at the 2016 Minnesota Public Transit Conference in Rochester on October
17th.
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The Minnesota Public Transit Awards Program was established to recognize excellence in public transit services
throughout Minnesota. The Awards Program encourages excellence in transit management and services, provides examples of high achievement in management efficiency and effectiveness and acknowledges the accomplishments of the recipients. The award categories are Friend of Transit, Distinguished Career Award, Transit Professional of the Year, Transit System of the Year, Management Innovation and Minnesota Bus Operator of the Year.
The Management Innovation Award is presented to individuals or organizations that
have implemented a project that is innovative to the field of transit or have established a
creative new partnership, collaboration or other unique method of addressing transit and
transit-related concerns of transit users. Consideration is given to projects demonstrating
measurable results such as increased ridership, lower costs, new markets served, etc.
The recipient(s) of this award will be part of a collaboration or other effort with a transit
system that is a member in good standing of the Minnesota Public Transit Association.
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2017 City Levy and Budget
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At its September 19, 2016 meeting the City Council adopted a preliminary 2017 property
tax levy of $5,373,778 which, when compared to the 2016 levy, represents a 3% increase. The additional $156,518 generated by this levy will be utilized to meet foreseeable increases in expenses such as cost-of-living adjustments for employee’s compensation, purchase of equipment, and expenses for various projects.
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Minnesota’s property tax system has been described as the most complex and confusing among the 50 states. Thus, when we discuss the budget, levy, local government aid,
other revenue sources and their inter-relationships it fairly quickly brings people to a
“deer in the headlights” reaction. But here are a few facts to bear in mind as we review
property tax revenue for the services we provide:
The 2017 final budget and levy will be adopted in December. The levy adopted in September cannot be increased, but it may be lowered by Council action.
2017 Levy continued on page 2.
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In November residents will receive a notice of the Truth in Taxation hearing at which time the City explains its budget
and offers time for citizen comments. The notice mailed in November will project the effect on your property’s taxes
based upon the preliminary levy of $5,373,778. The Truth in Taxation Hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. Monday, December 12th in the City Council Chambers.
Even though the City’s levy will increase next year and most properties will see a modest increase in the taxes collected on behalf of the City, the impact on each property will vary greatly dependent in part on any changes in value of the
property from last year.
During October and November city staff will review and adjust accordingly budget items within the levy dollars and other revenues for the respective departments. The budget adopted in December is monitored at least monthly by the
Council to assure compliance with the goals and objectives of each department.
Here are two examples of the impact of the 3% levy increase assuming no change in your property’s Estimated Market
Value (EMV) which is established by the County Assessor:
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY with an EMV of $101,200
Projected 2017 City Share of Taxes: $561.59
Compared to the 2016 property tax bill: An increase of $16.42 or $1.37 per month.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY with an EMV of $363,400
Projected 2017 City Share of Taxes: $5,007.45
Compared to the 2016 property tax bill: An increase of $146.39
or $12.20 per month.
Please bear in mind that there are many moving parts in this complicated property tax system and that these estimates
provide you with a framework of what we believe will happen next year. Watch for more information in November
when your estimated property tax for 2017 is mailed to you.
The City Administrator and Finance Director will take all comments and questions at 828-2307 or by e-mail to
jthoreen@ci.brainerd.mn.us or chillman@ci.brainerd.mn.us .

Pond Hockey Registration
The deadline to register for Pond Hockey is Friday, Dec. 16. Pond Hockey is
divided into two age groups. The Penguins are for ages 7-10 and the Polar
Bears are for ages 11-15. Age is determined as of Jan. 1, 2017. All teams
are co-rec.
Cost is $40. There is a $10 late fee for anyone registering after the deadline.
Persons can now register on-line by going to www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/parks.
Persons may also use the mail-in registration form found on the Parks and
Recreation Department website or pay in person at the Lum Park office during regular business hours. Credit/debit cards are now accepted.
Helmets, shin guards, elbow pads and jerseys are provided. Each player must provide their own skates, stick and
mouth guard. Equipment handout will be from 11 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Dec. 17, at the Mill Ave. Park warming
house. The first practice for the Penguins is at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 3 and the first practice for the Polar Bears is
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 5. Practice times will be determined by the volunteer coaches once teams are set up.
Games will be played on Saturday mornings at either Mill Avenue Park or at Nisswa.

Volunteer coaches are needed. Please contact Parks and Recreation Director Tony Sailer at 218-828-2320 or
email tsailer@ci.brainerd.mn.us if you would like to coach.
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National Community Planning Month continued from page 1.

October Is National Community Planning Month
Celebrate How Planning Benefits the City of Brainerd
Annually October is designated as National Community Planning Month by the American Planning Association (APA) as
a way to highlight the role of planners and planning in communities across our country. This year’s theme, “Civic Engagement,” acknowledges that thoughtful local planning cannot happen without meaningful community engagement.
The month-long celebration is an opportunity to recognize how planning shapes Brainerd and the work of planners and
the planning profession in creating communities of lasting value.
The Community Survey Panel, that the Brainerd Dispatch has be so helpful in promoting, has 278 citizens signed up to
voice their opinions on issues important to the City of Brainerd demonstrates how the Brainerd City Council is committed
to meaningful community engagement. The 1st survey will be sent electronically to the Panel after the November election, meaning there is still time to sign up! Sign up is easy by visiting www.ci.brainerd.mn.us where you will find the link
to the Panel sign up survey.
Planning is the process of envisioning and conceiving how a community will look, grow, and define itself—its characteristics, attributes, and identity. As our communities continue to change and grow, planners play an important role in ensuring that new (re)developments are designed and built in harmony with existing surroundings. Planners must carefully
balance the needs and desires of residents against the challenges presented by growth and change not just in the physical realm, but also economically and socially.
Planning is important. Planning provides a vision for the community, today, and what we want our community to be in
the future. This involves thinking about how we can move around our community, the businesses and attractions in our
community, where we want to live, and opportunities for recreation. Most of all, planning helps create communities that
are healthy, safe and have lasting value.
Take a walk or bicycle around Brainerd. That park – brought to you by planning that occurred in our community. Dedicated bike lanes and trails – brought to you by planning that occurred in our community. Transit options – brought to
you by planning that occurred in our community. Housing – homes, townhomes, condos or apartments – brought to you
by planning that occurred in our community.
What would happen without planning? Planners are working hard to make sure the community you love today remains
the one you love tomorrow. Planning involves balancing varied interests, for the overall greater good.
Thoughtful planning means everyone gets a seat at the table. Share your opinions by joining Community Survey Panel,
provide input on plans and attend planning meetings. Learn about what is happening in your community. A community
– brought to you by planning.
To learn more about National Community Planning Month, visit www.planning.org/ncpm. and to learn more about planning in our community contact the Planning Department at 218-454-3409 or mostgarden@ci.brainerd.mn.us. The American Planning Association represents more than 38,000 members including professional planners, academics, business
leaders, students and engaged citizens.
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B R A I N E R D C IT Y N E W S

Rain Gardens Improve Little Buffalo Creek Water Quality
Buffalo Hills neighborhood residents who participated in creating a healthier Little Buffalo Creek gathered at Buffalo
Hills Park on October 5, 2016 to celebrate their initiative. Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District
(CWCSWCD) was the recipient of a grant to construct 17 rain gardens in the Buffalo Hills neighborhood. It worked
with property owners, who agreed to choose a planting design, providing labor at planting time and sign a contract
with the SWCD to maintain the gardens for 10 years. The Crow Wing Master Gardeners helped design and select
plants for the rain gardens and the City of Brainerd who has committed to removing storm water runoff sediment and
debris from the rain gardens.
Rain gardens are shallow depressions planted with native grass shrubs, flowers and other flood tolerant plantings.
The garden is designed ti collect storm water runoff and snow melt and the subsoil and plant roots are designed to
naturally filtering the water and remove pollutants before returning it to the groundwater below.
Beth Hippert, SCWD Technician, stated that a low end estimate of diverted sediment from the creek since the rain
gardens were installed is 50 tons or 6 times the weight of an elephant!
Although the Little Buffalo Creek is 1 tiny tributary in the worlds 4th largest river, Ms. Hippert reminds everyone its
bigger than that. The water from the creek ends up in the Mississippi River and then the Gulf of Mexico affecting the
drinking water for thousands of people along the way and the habitat of immeasurable numbers of plants and animals
is affected by the water along its way.

Photographs clock wise from the top show Buffalo
Hills neighborhood residents celebrating their efforts
to improve the creek’s water quality, a “Rain Guardian” sediment collector is filling sediment from storm
water runoff, a rain garden in spring and a rain garden with plants beginning to mature.

City Council Contact Information
Mayor Edwin Menk
edmenk@brainerd.net
(218) 829-7266

At Large Sue Hilgart
hilgartsue@hotmail.com
(218) 828-6345

At Large Mary Koep
marywaltk@gmail.com
(218) 829-9793

At Large Chip Borkenhagen
chipborkenhagen@gmail.com
(218) 851-4843

Ward 1 David Pritschet
dprit7@gmail.com
(218) 828-0809

Ward 2 Kelly Bevans
kelly@kellysservice.biz
(218) 829-4147

Ward 3 Gary Scheeler
garyscheeler@hotmail.com
(218) 825-1957

Ward 4 Gabe Johnson
gabe.r.johnson@gmail.com
(218) 831-3623
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Snow Removal Parking Regulations
With the winter season soon upon us, it’s a good time for a little reminder about the City of Brainerd’s parking regulations during Snow Emergencies. Typically, a “Snow Emergency” is
declared when the city receives over four inches of snow fall. The declaration is made through the use of local news media and the City’s
website.
On the first day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will commence at
5:00 am on the following streets:
 All Snow Emergency Routes
 All streets that are oriented in a north-south direction
 All streets west of the Mississippi River
 All streets south of Willow Street
On the 2nd day of a Snow Emergency, snow plowing will commence at either 5:00 or 6:00 am on all remaining streets
in the city and those that are oriented in an east-west direction. Time permitting, city crews may begin snow plowing
in alleys and will complete alley plowing on the 3rd day. Parking is banned on streets the day they are scheduled to
be plowed until they have been plowed from curb to curb. All vehicles plowed around will be issued a $25.00 parking
ticket. Vehicles not moved within 48 hours of being plowed around will be towed at the owner’s expense.
Snow removal in the Downtown core area will commence at 3:00 am on the morning following the completion of the
snow event. Parking is banned on the following streets until the streets and sidewalk have been cleared of all snow:
 Front Street from South 6th street to South 8th Street
 Laurel Street from South 6th street to South 8th Street
 South 7th Street from Maple Street to Front Street
Vehicles parked on the downtown streets will be ticketed and towed at the owner’s expense. Observing the parking
restrictions during snow removal operations results in city crews being able to plow streets much cleaner, more quickly, and much more safely.

Interim Use Permits: What to Know
Interim use permits are one of the more underused tools in the zoning toolbox. These permits are similar to conditional
use permits, which are more commonly used, except for one major difference. The major difference is that interim uses
are permitted for only a limited amount of time, after approval by the governmental unit, if the standards listed in the
ordinance are met. The regulations may set conditions on interim uses, just as with conditional use permits and also
require a public hearing. The governing body may grant permission for an interim use of property if:
 the use conforms to the zoning regulations.
 the date or event that will terminate the use can be identified with certainty.
 permission of the use will not impose additional costs on the public if it is necessary for the public to take the
property in the future.
 the user agrees to any conditions that the governing body deems appropriate for permission of the use.
 any interim use may be terminated by a change in zoning regulations.
Thus, some uses simply do not fit well with interim use permits, and some do. If the use doesn’t fit the long-term plan of
the government entity or if the use has a limited timeline, an interim use permit would work, such as a home business or
extractive uses.
If you would like more information about Interim Use Permits contact the City of Brainerd Planning Department at 218828-2309 or at www.ci.brainerd.mn.us.
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B R A I N E R D C IT Y N E W S

City Welcomes New Employees
Nicole Torrence. I began my position as HR/Payroll Administrative Specialist on August 8, 2016. I’m from Brainerd,
MN and I’m a BHS graduate. I spent my university years plus 7 additional years in Minneapolis and St. Paul, MN. As a
military wife - we were stationed in AL and NC – I also lived in the south for 7 years. We are now in MN for good, which
is where my parents and extended family reside. Prior to working for the City of
Brained, I worked for Lund's & Byerly’s in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area for 10
years. I worked at the Bloomington location as Head Bookkeeper and later at the
Uptown Minneapolis location as Assistant Store Manager. I also taught 9-12th
Grade Spanish while living in Fayetteville, NC. My husband and I have two children, ages 8 and 10. Although I love alone time, I spend the majority of my free
time with my family, doing any activity that we can all agree on; whether playing
tennis at Gregory Park or playing an intense game of Uno at the dining room table.
My guilty pleasure is cuddling up and watching movies, or binge-watching TV series on Netflix.
John Ebertowski. My 1st day at the Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport was October 17,
2016. I grew up in Elk River and worked at the Cass County Highway Department prior to
working at the airport. My wife’s name is Shannon and we have a son J.D. I enjoy boating, fishing, snowmobiling, four wheeling, camping and football.
Michael Kulzer. Promoted to Sergeant on August 2, 2016.

Travis Kostreba. My 1st day on the job as a Brainerd Police Officer was August 10, 2016. I grew up in Rice, Minnesota and have a background in construction having worked as a foreman for my father’s construction and restoration
company. I enjoy being outdoors, going hunting, fishing, and hiking. I
spend a lot of my free time with my dog working on training and obedience. I also enjoy spending time with my family and friends.

The 2016 BPU Water Crew promotions. Pictured are (l-r): Water
Crew Chief Jerry Tautges, Water Service Worker Andy Moody, and
Water Crew Chief Jeff Innes.

The 2016 BPU Water Crew promotions. Gregg Kropp pictured left was
promoted to Wastewater Crew Chief in April, 2016.
Tyler Malloy pictured right. I was born and raised in Brainerd and worked
at Crow Wing Power as a lineman prior to my employment with BPU on
June 13,2016. My parents are Jeff and Brenda Malloy. I enjoy hunting,
fishing, volleyball, softball and billiards.
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Paid On Call Firefighters hired in 2016 (pictured l-r)
Joshua Stangel. I started as a Paid On Call Firefighter on October 1, 2015.
Brainerd is my hometown and my wife’s name is Tonya. We have 3 daughters Adrianna, Kiera, and Kaylie and 1 son – Kaleb. I am a dispatcher for over the
road trucks for KHT LLC. I like to go camping with family and friends. I also enjoy
playing golf, and hunting in the fall.
Erik Flowers. My hometown is Litchfield and my 1st day as a Paid On Call Fire
Fighter was July 1, 2016. I Graduated from Southwest MN State University with a
degree in Business Management and moved to Brainerd in 2006. I am employed
with Crow Wing County Jail as a Sergeant/Shift Supervisor. I am married to Tahnee and we have two wonderful children, Aubree (5) and Ethan (4). I enjoy spending time with family. I love the outdoors, hunting, fishing, crossfit and
obstacle races.
Nicolas Haglin. I was born and raised in Brainerd and I started as a Paid On Call Firefighter on July 7, 2016. I am currently a Project Manager and Co-Owner at Thelen Heating and Roofing, Inc. My wife’s name is Brynn and we have 3
Boys – Austin (15), Keaton (11), Grayson (5). I enjoy scuba diving, camping, pontooning and road trips with family.
Steven Isle (not pictured). I was born and raised in Brainerd and married to Heather (Levno) Isle for 16 years. I started
as a Paid On Call Firefighter on July 1, 2016. We have four children: three boys (Reece-12, Reegen-9, Kipten-6) and a
foster daughter. For the last 2 years I have worked for Stern Companies, LLC in Brainerd/Baxter as the Quality Manager/ISO 9001 Auditor. Previously, I worked for Wausau Paper for 10 years as their Senior Product Development Engineer/Quality MGR. In my free time I coach football, spend time with family and friends and enjoy camping and travel.

Brainerd Fire Department Open House Thursday, October 13th
The Brainerd Fire De‐
partment held its an‐
nual Open House on a
beau ful October 13th
evening. Approxi‐
mately 2,000 people
had an opportunity to
meet and thank the
volunteer firefighters
who do such a won‐
derful job for the city.
The evening included
an opportunity to give
children and adults an
opportunity to take
aim with a fire hose
and Fire Chief Tim
Holmes (pictured low‐
er right) gave a presen‐
ta on on kitchen fire
safety.
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August 8th City Employee Picnic and October 19th City Employee Chili Cook Off

Above City Administrator Jim Thoreen
starts the tug o’ war between the Fire Department and City Hall/Parks and Recreation Department employees at the annual
city employee picnic held at Lum Park.
Seventy four employees raised a total of
$160 and 4 warm clothing items for the Kinship Partners Coats for Kids drive. This
years chili Cook Off winners are:
 1st place went to Jana Pernula, Brainerd Public Utilities for her “Yosemite
Sam” Chili (pictured below)
 2nd place went to Jay Personius, Police
Officer
 3rd place went to Jim Schultz, Parks
and Recreation
Thank you to Katie Kaufman from the
Parks and Recreation Department for organizing the event and thank you to all that
contributed to this great cause.
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Brainerd History Corner by Carl W. Faust
It never ceases to amaze us how much Brainerd history is being “dug up” in recent years. The internet has played a
large part in this, since photos and stories can be sent all over the world for all to read AND comment on. Never before
has so much information been coaxed out of the minds of residents! It has been mentioned here before many times,
but a popular social media method is being used locally for the sole purpose of sharing history and stories about the
Brainerd lakes area; in fact, that is the name of Andy Walsh’s incredible Facebook page. If you have not seen it, please
at least consider viewing it. You do not have to sign up to browse; just to comment. If you “don’t do Facebook”, just do
a drive-by! I know of no other media that can gather so many like-minded people in one place ALL with one thing in
mind…sharing Brainerd history.
I reemphasize this in Quarter 4 since most new activity in the local history arena is now starting or blossoming via this
one website. Here are two more examples:
 Digging up history…literally. A group of guys from the Twin Cities area have been digging up old outhouses…
privies, for about 30 years. They locate the 100+ year-old pits with steel probes and ask permission from the lot
owner, call the local utilities to have it flagged, then start digging. They have done a few in Brainerd in years
past, but were looking for some help from the locals in finding the sites. This is where the above mentioned Facebook page comes in. They found Andy’s site on an internet search, and Andy led them to me. Within 2 weeks
we were digging here, and out spilled dozens upon dozens of old medicine bottles, china and pottery, chamber
pots, porcelain dolls and you name. ( See page 10 for pictures of the digging and found treasures). At least 3
late 1800’s bottles were unearthed from otherwise unheard of pharmacies and beverage bottlers. The diggers
take a few items for their collections, and the homeowner gets the rest. There were enough of some great items
to donate to the Crow Wing County Historical Society (CWCHS); see the 3 pictured. The rest of the items will be
cleaned, meticulously labeled as to where they came from, researched and displayed for a winter show at the
CWCHS museum. Now whodathunk old history would come out of an old biffy? Apparently, the privy was the
household’s garbage dump as well. The 4 bottles shown were all from Brainerd. The Wm. Bredfield bottles had
never been seen before!
 In another dig, 2 unheard of bottles were found: Cable’s Pharmacy, and The Post Office Drug Store, both 18801900 vintage. More can be found in the Brainerd Dispatch’s great article.
How can you help? If you have an older lot or house on an older lot, say 1910 or earlier, you have a good candidate
for a Privy Dig. Vacant lots are sometimes the best prospects! You will need to white-flag the perimeter and request
an 811 “locate” so underground utilities can be located, which can take up to 5 days, so plan ahead of the diggers.
http://call811.com/ These guys usually keep the items they need for their collection, but always share with the owner if
they like. Owners often donate some items if they are needed by the local historical society. Discuss the arrangement
AHEAD of the dig! Or, call the diggers directly and they can make all of the above arrangements for you: Give Mark a
holler at (651) 329-0815 (text is best), or myoung6766@aol.com.

Small Business Growth in Brainerd
Beginning in 2016 the Brainerd City Council has presented 21 small business start ups or expansions with a plaque
welcoming them to the City and to thank them for their investment. Following is a list of the businesses presented with
a plaque by Mayor Ed Menk or City Council President, Gary Scheeler:
Anytime Fitness, Auto Zone, Beauty Works Salon, Brainerd Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce, Brainerd
Lakes Area Economic Development Corporation, Brainerd Industrial Center, Brainerd Landscape Supplies,
Brighter Horizon’s Adult Day Care, Electrical Options, Elysium Hair Studio, The Great Lakes Escape,
Greenforest Recycling Resources, Midwest Recycling Solutions, Mann Lake Ltd., M&M Express, Roundhouse
Brewery/Taproom, The Mercantile, The NP Event Center, Royal Tire, Sakura Express, Simplified Notions and
Starfire Games.
The above businesses are the ones that the City Council has been made aware of in 2015 and 2106, however there
may be more. If you now of a recently opened or expanded business in the City of Brainerd let us know by contacting
the City of Brainerd Planning Department at planning@ci.brainerd.mn.us or 218-828-2309.
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Brainerd History Corner continued from page 9.

Bringing history BACK: Again, someone was browsing around in Andy’s Facebook page, and ran into a photo that
had something in it that looked familiar. A few years back he bought over 60-13’ long steel lattice-weaved “fence
panels”. These were very heavy to the tune of 500 lbs. apiece, and had no welding, just rivets. He used them for
livestock panels to contain his pigs, chickens, horses, goats and cattle. But these unusual panels looked like the
same design as the bridge railing on a photo Andy posted about the 1898 Laurel St. Bridge. Well, one thing led to
another and we went out to have a look, and sure enough, there was the upper side of the old bridge, still being used
118 years later! He has a few that are yet unused, so we got to thinking. Wouldn’t it be fun to have some history
actually come back home? But it gets better. We know the whereabouts of the 4 original 1898 cast iron plaques that
were on the bridge when it was built. If it can be coordinated and financed, we’d like to have a panel or 2 brought
back to the bridge location and a plaque re-mounted. Another 2 could be used in front of the CWCHS museum to
frame out the soon to be restored old NPRR baggage cart. This project will take LOTS of legwork…hauling of the
heavy panels, sandblasting and painting, installation and permissions to dig. But if accomplished, this will be a first in
Brainerd, and we will be proud that we saved something for future generations. Can we do it?

Mike McMillion, above left stands by some of the 60-13’ long steel lattice-weaved “fence panels”. These were very
heavy to the tune of 500 lbs. apiece and had no welding, just rivets. The unusual panels appear to be same design
as the bridge railing on the 1898 Laurel St. Bridge pictured upper right.

Digging up old outhouse sites has uncovered dozens upon dozens of old medicine bottles, china and pottery, chamber pots, porcelain dolls and you name.
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