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City Administrator Jim Thoreen to Retire October 27, 2017
The City of Brainerd will soon embark on the search for its fifth
City Administrator in five years, following Administrator Jim
Thoreen's announcement Friday that he intends to resign Oct. 27.

Thoreen, 72, forwarded a letter of resignation to the City Council,
city employees and numerous others Friday, noting it would be an
action item for the council's July 17 meeting. In his email, Thoreen
said he wished to inform people before the "for sale" sign appeared on his Brainerd house, as he and wife Bonnie Thoreen prepared to return to their previous home in Glenwood.

Brainerd City Hall
501 Laurel Street
Brainerd, MN 56401
www.ci.brainerd.mn.us
Administration
(218) 828-2307
admin@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Building
(218) 828-2309
building@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Engineering
(218) 828-2309
engineer@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Fire
(218) 828-2312
fire@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Parks & Recreation
(218) 828-2320
parks@ci.brainerd.mn.us
Planning & Zoning
(218) 828-2309
planning@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Police
(218) 829-2805
police@ci.brainerd.mn.us

Public Utilities (BPU)
(218) 829-8726
email@bpu.org

"I'm at an age where after our discussion between my wife and I,
we said look, we need to throttle back for the both of us, as well as
me professionally," Thoreen said in a phone interview Friday. "I've
got a good run in public service for 40 years. Brainerd's been very
kind and gracious. I'm at a point where it's decision time. We chose our path and we're heading
back to Glenwood, and there we shall be."
City Administrator continued on page 2

Brainerd City Council Approves New Language Regarding Parking On City Streets
During Snow Emergencies
The middle of summer is not the time when most residents want to think about snow; however, the
City Council has passed new regulations related to snow removal and parking on city streets when a
snow emergency is declared.

Beginning this year with the first snow fall, and as accumulation necessitates removal from city
streets, the City Engineer may declare a snow emergency by means of local news and social media.
Upon declaration of a snow emergency, parking is banned on all snow emergency routes for a period
of 48 hours from the time the emergency is declared. On the first day of a declared snow emergency, in addition to no parking on snow emergency routes, there shall be no parking on all north/south
streets (or streets that predominantly run north and south), all streets lying west of the Mississippi
River and all streets south of Wright Street.
On the second day of a declared snow emergency,
in addition to no parking on snow emergency
routes, there shall be no parking on all east/west
streets, or streets that run predominantly east and
west.
During a snow emergency, there shall be no parking of motor vehicles, trailers and conveyances on
the streets in the City’s Downtown Special Services
District . This is the area bound by the railroad
tracks on the north, Maple Street on the south,
South Sixth Street on the west, and South Eighth Street on the East, between the hours of 3:00 a.m.
and 9:00 a.m. or until the snow has been removed from the street and sidewalks on that block.
Snow Emergencies continued on page 2
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City Administrator continued from Page 1

He said although his contract requires just a 30-day notice, he wished to give the council time to find a replacement.
"I think it's only fair that I give them as much leeway as I can, and hopefully within that 100 days or thereabouts, they'll be able
to put things together," Thoreen said.
Thoreen started as Brainerd City Administrator on August 3, 2015. He succeeded Patrick Wussow, who retired from the City Administrator position about a year after being hired. Wussow was hired after Theresa Goble announced her retirement from the
position in September 2013. Goble took over the post in 2012, when longtime City Administrator, Dan Vogt stepped down after
23 years.
Prior to coming to Brainerd, Thoreen had been county coordinator in Pope County since March 2011, county coordinator for
Stevens County from March 2003 to May 2010, and county administrator for Chisago County from March 1993 to March 2003.
He also served as county coordinator for Clay County from February 1982 to March 1985. His first local government position was
as county auditor for Beltrami County from January 1975 to February 1981.
Thoreen said he was proud of several things he and the City Council accomplished over his time as administrator, including
cleanup efforts in downtown Brainerd through the condemnation of a hazardous motel and the suspension of a rental license of
a problematic landlord. Thoreen also pointed to a continuation of the paid on-call fire department, the purchase of a new fire
engine and an examination of paid time off for city employees.
Thoreen said in returning to Glenwood, he intends to possibly rekindle the Alexandria Kiwanis Quartet of which he was a member and to continue his participation in a radio theater endeavor in Alexandria. He also said he was considering 15-20 hours per
week of consulting work.
The City Council accepted Thoreen's resignation on July 17th and has contracted with the National Joint Powers Alliance for a
new administrator search. The City Council hopes to have a new City Administrator in place by early December.
Snow Emergency Continued from Page 1

When a snow emergency is declared, vehicles that are plowed around will be ticketed. Vehicles parked and/or plowed around
on Snow Emergency Routes or in violation of Sub. 1, will be ticketed and towed immediately at the owner’s expense. Vehicles
that are plowed around on all other streets and not moved within 48 hours after the issuance of the ticket will be in violation of
Section 1310.05(r) of the City Code and towed at the owner’s expense. The following link will connect you to the snow emergency route maps for the community - Snow Emergencies

Comprehensive Plan Update Begins
At its July 17th meeting, the Brainerd City Council approved an agreement with the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) to partner with the City to update its Comprehensive Plan. See page 15 for more information about NJPA. The update will begin later
this summer and is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2018. Work on the plan will be overseen by an 11 member committee appointed by the City Council. The committee will make recommendations to the Planning Commission, who will make
final plan update recommendations to the City Council. NJPA, the Planning Commission and the Planning Department are working to develop a robust public participation to provide residents with every opportunity to have input on the Comprehensive
Plan. Watch for more information about the update process and public participation opportunities on the City’s webpage and
Facebook page, the Brainerd Dispatch and this newsletter.
What is a Comprehensive Plan and why is it important?
The comprehensive plan, also known as a general plan, master plan or land-use plan, is a document designed to guide the future
actions of a community. It presents a vision for the future, with long-range goals
and objectives for all activities that affect the local government. This includes guidance on how to make decisions on public and private land development proposals,
the expenditure of public funds, availability of tax policy (tax incentives), and cooperative efforts and issues of pressing concern, such as farmland preservation or the
rehabilitation of older neighborhoods areas. Most plans are written to provide direction for future activities over a 10- to 20-year period after plan adoption; however, plans should be reviewed and possibly updated every five years.
See Comprehensive Plan continued on page 3
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Comprehensive Plan Update continued from page 2

A community comprehensive plan serves the following functions:
• The plan provides continuity. The plan provides continuity across time, and gives successive public bodies a common
framework for addressing land-use issues.
• It is the means by which a community can balance competing private interests. John Public may want to store oil drums
on his property. Jane Citizen, his neighbor, would like to open a restaurant on her property. Planning seeks to strike a balance among the many competing demands on land by creating development patterns that are orderly and rational, provide
the greatest benefits for individuals and the community as a whole and avoid nuisance conflicts between land uses.
• It is the means by which a community can protect public investments. Planning is the means by which a community
avoids digging up last year’s new road to lay this year’s new sewer pipe. Well-planned, orderly and phased development
patterns are also less expensive for a community to provide with public services than low-density, scattered development.
• It allows communities to plan development in a way that protects valued resources. Planning can identify environmental
features like wetlands, agricultural lands, woods and steep slopes and suggest strategies for preserving those resources
from destruction or degradation by inappropriate development.
• It provides guidance for shaping the appearance of the community. A plan can set forth policies that foster a distinctive
sense of place.
• It promotes economic development. The plan contains valuable information that drives the location decisions of prospective firms.
• It provides justification for decisions. Plans provide a factual and objective basis to support zoning decisions and can be
used by communities to defend their decisions if challenged in court.
• Through public dialogue, citizens express a collective vision for the future. Last, but certainly not least, the planning process provides citizens an opportunity to brainstorm, debate and discuss the future of their community. A plan developed
through a robust public input process enjoys strong community support. Subsequent decisions that are consistent with the
plan’s policies are less likely to become embroiled in public controversy.

Gregory Park Receives Landscaping and Fountain Improvements
Ten Sienna Glen maple trees were planted
along the southeast and east boulevards of
Gregory Park and the center court vegetation
were replaced with new plants and wood fiber
June 16-17. The trees, plants, labor and equipment costs were provided through a grant from
Essentia Health. Landsburg Landscaping worked
with Essentia Health volunteers to complete the
project.

Crews began work on the Gregory Park fountain
restoration project on June 19. The first week involved sandblasting the fountain’s bowl, filling
cracks and painting. Crews are expected to return
soon to install the lights and pumps, and connect
the water and electrical sources.
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Wounded Warriors Softball Team Visits Brainerd
An estimated 2,000 people attended the Wounded Warriors Amputee Softball Team’s game at Mills Field on July 7. Earlier in the
day, a couple of the Wounded Warriors participated with the
Miracle League players at Bane Park. All proceeds from the event
went directly to help the Wounded Warriors program. A special
thank you to Eryk Haapajoki who did the bulk of the work in organizing the event!

Trees, Trees and More Trees
The DNR donated 1,500 saplings which were planted by staff and volunteers at Buffalo Hills-Lions Park. Following the selective
harvest last fall, the wooded area has regenerated nicely and the additional 1,500 red maple, nanny berry and pin cherry saplings will help bring new life back to the forested area.
Staff used a grant from the University of Minnesota to plant 150 whips in the gravel beds at Central Lakes College. Root balls
develop quickly in a gravel bed and staff will begin planting the trees throughout the park system this fall.

Recreation Specialist Katie Kaufman, Police Sergeant Paul Dooley and K-9 Keno Receive Awards

Katie Kaufman, Recreation Specialist with the Parks and Recreation Department, is the City of Brainerd/BPU/HRA 2016-2017 Wellness Champion, having
accumulated the most points in our 2016-2017 Wellness Challenge. She exhibits
many healthy choices at and outside of work through emotional, physical, environmental, spiritual, intellectual, social, and occupational wellness opportunities. Congratulations Katie, with your success and dedication to our wellness
program.

From June 12th to June 13th, Sergeant Paul Dooley and our K-9
Keno participated in the annual K-9 Certification Trials hosted by
the Fargo Police Department. Keno and Sergeant Dooley successfully completed their annual Patrol Dog Certification sanctioned
by the Region 12 United States Police Canine Association.
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In a fire, seconds count.
Learn about fire safety and meet the firefighters at our annual open
house!

Brainerd Fire Department Open House
23 Laurel Street

October 12 from 5 to 7 pm
Brainerd Fire Department Relief Association Hosts State Convention
In June, the Brainerd Fire Department Relief Association was the host of the 142 nd MN State Fire Department Association Convention. The convention was a great success and an example of the pride firefighters have in their departments and communities. Over 200 firefighters from across the state participated in the two days of firefighter training, vendor show, partner’s event
and luncheon, car show, parade, station open house, memorial service, several board meetings, and a banquet with entertainment.
Over 100 firefighter partners participated in a partners event, with several options of activities including a luncheon and a guest
speaker who spoke about the emotional aspects of being a firefighter and a spouse/partner of a firefighter. Many positive comments were received about the entire convention. We should all be proud of how the firefighters represented the Brainerd Fire
Department, the City of Brainerd, and the fire service.

Training

Training

Convention photos continued on page 6
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Convention photos continued from page 5

Partners
Event

Car Show and
Parade

Banquet

City Council Contact Information
Mayor Edwin Menk

At Large Sue Hilgart

At Large Jan Lambert

At Large Kevin Stunek

emenk@ci.brainerd.mn.us

shilgart@ci.brainerd.mn.us

jlambert@ci.brainerd.mn.us

kstunek@ci.brainerd.mn.us

(218) 829-7266

(218) 828-6345

(218) 828-0165

(218) 839-1815

Ward 1 David Pritschet

Ward 2 Kelly Bevans

Ward 3 Dave Badeaux

Ward 4 Gabe Johnson

dpritschet@ci.brainerd.mn.us kbevans@ci.brainerd.mn.us

dbadeaux@ci.brainerd.mn.us

gjohnson@ci.brainerd.mn.us

(218) 828-0809

(218) 330-8204

(218) 831-3623

(218) 821-9035
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City Hires New Employees to Fill Vacant Positions and Summer Interns Hired

James Fladung, Assistant City Engineer
Hometown:
I grew up in Pine River, MN.
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Bolton and Menk office in Baxter.

What did you do in your previous position?
I was a design engineer, primarily working on design and construction observation of municipal
street and utility projects.
Free Time: I like to spend time with family and friends. I also enjoy fishing and camping.

Travis Gleason, Police Officer
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Hired as a Community Service Officer in 2015 with the Brainerd Police Department.
What did you do in your previous position?
Duties of a Community Service Officer for 1.5 years.
Free Time:
I enjoy hunting, fishing, camping and most other things outdoors. I also enjoy photography and
spending time with family and friends.

Drew Selvestra, Police Officer
Hometown:
Eagan, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Crookston, MN.

What did you do in your previous position?
I was a corrections officer in Crookston, MN.
Free Time:
I enjoy hunting, fishing, working out and getting exercise.

New Hires continued on page 8
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New Hires continued from page 7

Aaron Andersen, Brainerd Public Utilities
Hometown:
Pillager, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd/BPU from:
Floe International
What did you do in your previous position?
Information Technology/Systems Administrator. Performed administrative tasks related to
maintenance of servers, network, computer infrastructure and domain environment.
Family:
Just recently married on June 10th, 2017 to Melissa Andersen. 2 kids: Masen - 17 and
Madilyn - 8
Free Time:
Wild hockey, fishing, spending time with family, BBQing.

Shawn Middagh, Maintenance/ Street Department
Hometown:
Monticello, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
I lived in Fairbanks, AK and worked on the North Slope oil patch.
What did you do in your previous position?
I was a General Foreman for Norcon Inc. and a contractor for BP. At Norcon I installed
new piping to newly drilled or refurbished oil wells and worked on various construction
projects.
Family:
I have been married to my wife Beth for 15 years. I have two step-daughters, Jessica
and Jamie, and two of my own, William and Gillian.
Free Time:
I love to fish, hunt, garden and spend time with my family.

Jacob Herman, Wastewater Operator
Hometown:
Grand Island, NE
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Shakopee, MN
What did you do in your previous position?
Water Treatment Operator for the City of Bloomington
Family:
My mom Emily, my dad Tom, and my sister Liz
Free Time:
I am an avid outdoorsman and sports fanatic.
New Hires continued on Page 9
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Stephanie Bestul, Administrative Specialist
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Fleet Farm Corporate Office
What did you do in your previous position?
Accounts Payable, Supplier Relations and Administrative Assistant to Regional Management.
Family:
Between the two of us, my husband Rich and I have five kids: Jesse (12), Hailee (21), Garrett
(24), Mallory (26), and Zac (22).
Free Time:
I enjoy shopping, spending time with family, reading, making “memory bears” in remembrance
of loved ones, and going for walks with our dog Shelby.

Emma Anderson, Planning Intern
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
I am currently attending Michigan Tech and am back for the summer.
What did you do in your previous position?
Previously I worked at my parents’ store, Hockey House.
Family:
Both my parents are originally from Brainerd, and currently I live here with them and my younger sister.
Free Time: I enjoy being out on the lake. When I am in Houghton at school, I enjoy hiking, exploring old mines, going to sand
dunes and taking advantage of all the snow to go skiing.

Patrick Thompson, Engineering Intern
Hometown:
Staples, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
I was attending Minnesota State University Mankato to acquire my degree in Civil Engineering.
What did you do in your previous position?
I was involved in work study and my title was student worker. I answered the phone and relayed
information.
Family:
My sister Sadie and my mom Judy are the family I am living with. My sister is involved with FFA and Speech. She also works at the
First International Bank in Staples. My mom served in the Air Force and is currently an RN at Little Falls Care Center.
Free Time:
My hobbies include making chainmail jewelry, wood working, cooking, and gardening. I also like to go 4 wheeling and play board
games when I can.
New Hires continued on page 10
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New Hires continued from page 9

Megan Duhn, Human Resources Intern
Hometown:
Staples, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Recently graduated from the University of Minnesota Duluth and living the post graduate life
living at home with my parents.
What did you do in your previous position?
I’ve worked part time jobs all through college, and worked every summer at Grand View Lodge.
Family:
I spend most weekends with my parents, two older brothers, and miniature beagle Lucy.
Free Time:
I like to spend as much time as possible on the lake with friends and family. Love enjoying sunshine, sitting on the deck, and having
bonfires.

Jacob Cuda, Airport Intern
Hometown:
I grew up in the southeast corner of Minnesota in a small town of 500 people right on the Mississippi River near Lacrosse, WI.
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Double major in Commercial Aviation & Aviation Management at the University of North Dakota.
What did you do in your previous position?
I served as a Resident Assistant in charge of the Aviation Living and Learning Community at the
University of North Dakota. I fostered professional development and mentored fellow aviators
starting their pursuit in the wonderful and exciting field of aviation.
Family:
I have 2 sisters and a loving father and mother who sparked my pursuit of aviation. They took me up on a float plane ride in the
providence of Ontario while on a family vacation; showing me for the first time the thrill of aviation.
Free Time: I am a Minnesota National Guard member. I enjoy camping and I am planning a trip out west .

Lydia Herath, Parks Intern
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
I am a full-time student at Bethel University. I will graduate spring of 2019 with a double major in
physical education and health education along with a minor in athletic coaching. The past two summers I have washed windows for Brainerd Lakes Window Cleaning.
Family:
I am lucky enough to have the most amazing family in the world. I have a wonderful mother and father (Kerri and Dave). I also had the pleasure of growing up with a beautiful sister (Anna) and a spunky little brother (David).
Free Time:
I am a part of the cross country and track programs at Bethel University. Sports keep me very busy and I love that. Sports have
also helped me develop lifelong friendships. I love to spend time with friends, and can find my friends and I at a Lynx game, running around outside, or playing games.
New Hires continued on page 11
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Shayla Pikula, Code Compliance Intern
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Attended Central Lakes College and got a degree in Criminal Justice and Business Management.
What did you do in your previous position?
I also work as an agent for Minnesota Monitoring, where I hook up house arrest and alcohol monitors for those in the program.
Family:
Husband Travis (married for 16 years), my 16 year old son Dadeian, my 12 year old son Ashton and our family dog Bella.
Free Time:
I collect exotic and rare plants. I enjoy fishing, gardening, and spending time with friends and family.

Camri Jacobson, GIS Intern
Hometown:
Minnesota Lake, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
Minnesota Lake, MN
What did you do in your previous position?
A residential instructor at a group home for ELM Homes. I also cleaned for an elderly man.
Family:
My parents are Gregg and Mary Jacobson
Free Time: Spend time with family, friends, and my animals. I love to spend my time at the cabin in the summer months residing in Glenwood, MN.

Liz Anderson, Community Service Officer
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
What did you do in your previous position?
I worked at Mickey’s Pizza and Subs for four years. I was also an Elementary Aid at Lake Region
Christian School.
Family:
My dad Kieth, my mom Rachael, my brother Caleb and my sister Isabel.
Free Time:
I enjoy deer hunting – either bow or rifle, fishing and bow fishing.

Devan Liebeg, Community Service Officer
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Family:
I have one sibling - my sister - who lives in Bemidji.
Free Time:
In my free time I like to play sports. I swim, play football, and run track all at BHS. I also like to
hunt deer and turkey.
New Hires continued on Page 12
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Mike Lyscio, Community Service Officer
Hometown:
Brainerd, MN
Came to the City of Brainerd from:
The City of Baxter
What did you do in your previous position?
At the City of Baxter, I worked as park maintenance; mowing trails and city parks.
Family:
My dad Todd, my mom Connie, and my brother Tom Lyscio.
Free Time:
I enjoy the outdoors: hunting, fishing, and kayaking.

Bicycle Winners
On June 20th, Brainerd and Baxter Police, along with members of the Lakes Area Law Enforcement Association, and Essentia Health
met with the winners of the Bike Give Away drawing at the Brainerd Police Department. This was the final part of the May Bicycle
Safety Event.

Monthly Police Department Activity
June

2017

2016

Calls
Citations (Inc. Parking)
Part I and Part II Crimes Reported

1600
244
209 **

1554
184
325

** Note: This does not include files that have not yet been coded.
78 parking tickets were issued in the month of June with the following dispositions:
Revenue Recapture Receipts:

Police continued on Page 13
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To Date:

$ 32,718.06

In 2017:

$ 4,708.60

Police continued from Page 12

Calls for Service Hourly
6/1/2017 to 6/30/2017

Treatment Courts State Conference
Prior to being assigned to an Investigator position in February, Patrol Officer
Justin Athman was assigned for several years to the Crow Wing County Drug
Court. Justin exemplifies integrity, commitment, compassion, and diligence,
so it came as no surprise when we received a request for him to be on the
law enforcement panel at the 2017 Treatment Courts Minnesota State Conference on June 8th.
The Law Enforcement Panel presentation at the conference was a session
presented twice during break-out periods at the conference. Three people
that were at the conference made it a point to let us know what an outstanding job Investigator Athman did at the conference. They noted the
presentation was for groups made up of judges, attorneys, mental health
and chemical dependency professionals, court staff, social workers, probation agents and law enforcement. They repeatedly commented that the
Brainerd Police Department should be very proud of Investigator Athman.

Police Department Training
On June 6th, School Resource Officer Troy Schreifels and Deputy Chief Mike Bestul attended a free 7-hour training hosted by NJPA
on Generation Death: How America Creates Teen Killers and Mass Murders. The course was conducted by Phil Chalmers. Phil is a
national speaker that has done extensive research and written books on youth violence and youth culture.
The course was designed for law enforcement, school administrators, teachers, counselors and social workers. The training provided attendees with information on:
• The top 10 reasons juveniles kill
• Six types of teen killers
• Warning signs that were missed
• Ways to keep our schools and communities safe
On June 28th, Sergeant Davis attended a free one-day training (at the St. Cloud Police Department on Communication Strategies)
conducted by instructors from the FBI Academy. A major focus of the training revolved around the use of social media and the
advantages of communicating through Twitter for law enforcement related matters. They used case studies in the presentation to
demonstrate the benefits, and gave examples on message structure and content. While Facebook has good applications for law
enforcement, Twitter pushes out faster, real-time messaging, keeping the public better informed in a timely manner. We will start
to discuss with our staff if we can undertake utilization of Twitter and how it would be managed.
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NJPA Innovative Funding Award
On June 1st, (at the NJPA facilities in Staples), our joint application with the Crow Wing County Sheriff’s Department, Baxter
Police Department, Brainerd Fire Department, and Crosslake Fire Department was presented at the annual NJPA Innovative
Funding Review Day. Our project was requesting start-up funding for a multi-agency Un-manned Aerial System (UAS) program.
UAS, commonly referred to as Drones, can have a significant impact on the overall safety, efficiency, and effectiveness in the
response to a wide-variety of emergency management, fire, and law enforcement
situations. Because our local agencies already work well together on multi-agency
teams such as the tactical response team, bomb team, drug task force, and human
trafficking, we determined a multi-agency UAS program would also be the best use
of collaborating collective resources.

There were ten requests made on the funding review day. We were very excited to
learn at the end of the day that our project received the highest score.
On June 20th, the NJPA Board reviewed the selection process results and we learned on June 21 st that our project was approved and will receive the start-up funding of $80,000 for equipment and training. The Crow Wing County Sheriff’s Department will be the fiscal host for the project.

The History Corner
For this segment of History Corner, I did some walking about in downtown Brainerd looking for changes. Some are obvious yet
some are hidden. The MOST obvious is the new signage, called Then & Now. This
project was designed by Jolene Bradley of the Brainerd Public Library after securing a small block of Legacy Grant funding. The idea was to take an old photo from
the late 1880’s or even the 1960’s, then place it on a foot-square plastic placard in
the exact spot the photographer was standing on. The result is pretty cool! See
the change right before your eyes! Look for all 40 around town. Use your smart
phone’s scanner app to let the QR code bring up a special web page for more info
on the photo.
Some buildings are undergoing changes, and the national trend is to bring back
the original facade or general period look where possible. A good example of this
is inside the former Blue Ox Building, earlier Esser’s. A few ceilings up, they discovered the original ornate tin ceiling, and it was painstakingly restored. An outdoor seating area is planned in the parking lot, sort of a town square-type spot.
The former Lyceum Theater, later Coast to Coast Store and now Ye Olde Open
Window, has removed the awnings, and the former Greyhound Bus Depot is
doing work on the exterior.
Another Brainerd History Week is in the books, and it was a hoot! Judging by the
turnouts, it’s apparent that folks like tours! There were 3 Downtown tours; one
Riverview tour, several NP Center tours, and one new and very different one…a
Community Historic River Paddle Tour Event! This one was a first: a canoe/kayak paddle, combined with historical notes along
the way. It started at Cemetery Landing and went to Kiwanis Park at Boom Lake, and 76 folks in 50 or so boats had a blast! We
are hoping it becomes an annual event and to perhaps include a separate pontoon jaunt. If you don’t paddle or putt, you can
take a virtual tour on your computer here; look for Putt & Paddle Historic River Tour.
An event that left a lasting impression in the form of a Historic Marker took place in
Southeast Brainerd at the Shipman Auto building. This was the 3 rd , and only remaining, hangar for Rosko Airport dating to the late 1930’s, so we had a presentation from airport historian Mike Peterson and a tour of the building, followed by the
installation of the plaque. Hopefully, this is the first in a series of markers we can
install to commemorate some of our most important sites. The markers are now
inexpensive and locally made. The logo is the same as the series made for Brainerd’s centennial in 1971.
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News from the Crow Wing County Historical Society
The Society is fortunate to have received a donation of two original 1898 Laurel Street Bridge railings. Thanks to the social media Facebook group “Share
history and stories about Brainerd Lakes Area”, Mike McMillion, and amateur
historians Carl Faust and Andy Walsh first learned of their existence. They
were being used for farm animal pens. Working with the
< Mark Youngblood
County Facilities Manager, Reid
Thiesse, with input from Carl
Faust and history enthusiasts
Jeremy Jackson, Ann M. Nelson
and John Van Essen, the plan is
to put them on permanent display in front of the museum. We have received generous donations to sandblast and
paint the railings. Preserving our area history is important and the railings help to do
this!
During Brainerd History Week, Carl Faust displayed finds from his adventures in privy digging. Mark Youngblood, outhouse archaeologist from White Bear Lake, gave a presentation to eager listeners pertaining to the art of “privy digging” and collecting the treasures.
The baggage cart that was located outside the museum has been up north in Bemidji being restored by Andy Mack. Andy has restored several baggage carts. The cart will soon arrive back home. Thanks Andy for preserving a little bit of our railroad history!
From the Director, Pam Nelson: “Bring the kids to the museum to have your picture
taken with Paul Bunyan. We love kids!”
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