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In late April, the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation (MnDOT) will begin the 
South 6

th
 Street reconstruction project 

from Washington Street to Joseph 
Street.  The project is expected to con-
tinue into September 2018 and will re-
quire detouring traffic around Downtown 
during most of the construction.  Be-
cause the project will alter access to 
Downtown Brainerd, Brainerd Restora-
tion, the Region Five Development Com-
mission, Five Wings Arts Council and 
the City of Brainerd are working with 
Downtown property owners and busi-
nesses on a plan of action to offset dis-
ruption to their property and/or business 
caused by the project.  On March 1, 2018, a Downtown meeting occurred, during which 
a plan was presented to introduce the idea of creative placemaking and how it can help 
generate excitement, curiosity and attract people Downtown during the disruption.   

 
Brainerd Restoration, Region Five Development Commission, Five Wings Arts Council, 
the Crossing Arts Alliance and the City of Brainerd will partner with you to: 

§ Create an art based and social based creative placemaking initiative from July to 
September. 

§ Include activities and events that generate curiosity, interest and excitement 
about Downtown. 

§ Brings Downtown businesses together to market and promote themselves during 
the reconstruction. 

 
Creative placemaking is the act of people coming together to change over-looked 
and undervalued public and shared spaces into welcoming places where commu-
nity gathers, supports one another, and thrives. 
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Creative Placemaking continued on page 2. 
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Creative Placemaking continued from page 1. 

 

Places can be animated and enhanced by elements that encourage human interaction, from temporary activities such 

as performances and chalked poetry to permanent installations such as landscaping and unique art. In addition to the 

art carts and murals, other art and events and activities are planned.  Those in attendance at the March 1
st
 meeting 

proposed many great ideas including: 

§ Antique shows 

§ Pop up events  

§ Saturday morning Farmers  
Market in City Hall parking 
lot 

§ Sidewalk chalk art 

§ Caricatures 

§ Car Show 

§ Puppets/marionettes 

§ Street corner nodes  

§ Food Truck Day 

§ Name Sake Windows 

§ Booths on the corner  

§ Blood Drive 

Downtown has long needed a social gathering center.  A place for the events and activities described above. A 
place for visitors, shoppers, employees and Downtown residents can socialize.  Brainerd Restoration has been ex-
ploring location options for this creative placemaking opportunity.  Below on the left is an illustration of an approxi-
mately 7,500 square foot flexible space that can be located in one of several Downtown parking lots.  The illustra-
tion on the right depicts how the site can accommodate about 30 vendor tents. 

Brainerd Restoration has raised funds to proceed with one or more murals.  

Region Five Development Commission has created an on-line crowd funding opportunity to raise funds to purchase art 
carts. On March 12

th
, an area artist�¶s meeting will occur to present the initiative and generate creative placemaking ide-

as so they can start to think about submitting proposals.  
 
 

Creative Placemaking continued on page 3 


