Sesquicentennial celebration
Brainerd’s 150th anniversary fete starts Saturday

Submitted
Banners designed by Mayor Dave Badeaux to celebrate Brainerd’s sesquicentennial
will be available for residents to buy, with the proceeds going toward historical
markers in the city.

The celebration for Brainerd’s sesquicentennial kicks off Saturday, Sept. 18, with a
week of special events to follow in honor of the city’s 150th anniversary.
Saturday, Sept. 18: Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport 75th anniversary carnival — 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the airport.
Downtown history walk — 10:30 a.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
Rubber duckie race — 4 p.m. on East River Road. Sesquicentennial kickoff
proclamation — 5 p.m. at Brainerd City Hall.
Monday, Sept. 20: City hall open house and history display — 4-6:30 p.m. at Brainerd

City Hall.
Tuesday, Sept. 21: Rotary Park pavilion dedication — noon to 1:30 p.m. at Rotary Park.
Here for Good Market — 3-7 p.m. on South Seventh Street.
Funny Faces ping pong races — 4-6 p.m. at Visit Brainerd.
Brainerd History Walk — 5:30 p.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
Wednesday, Sept. 22: Business After Hours sesquicentennial celebration — 4:30-6:30
p.m. at Rumbly Hall.
Brainerd trivia night — 7-9 p.m. at Rumbly Hall.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Thursday, Sept. 23: Brainerd History Walk — 3 p.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
A Celebration at NPC — 4-8 p.m. at Northern Pacific Center.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Friday, Sept. 24: “The Crossing” dedication — 5 p.m. on East River Road Historical
museum grand opening — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Crow Wing County Historical Museum.
Historic Courthouse open house — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Crow Wing County Historic
Courthouse.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Saturday, Sept. 25: Stride and Seek — 8:30 a.m. to noon at Notch 8.
Downtown history walk — 10:30 a.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
Sesquicentennial bash — noon to 4 p.m. in Gregory Park.
Jaycee’s StreetFest — noon to 12 a.m. on Front Street.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Sunday, Sept. 26: Flapjack Festival — 8 a.m. to noon on Front Street.
For more information on the city’s sesquicentennial celebration, visit ci.brainerd.
mn.us/596/150-Years.

Sesquicentennial Celebration Week

Brainerd Mayor Dave Badeaux, standing on the steps of city hall on Saturday,
proclaims September 18-26, 2021, to be Sesquicentennial Celebration Week during
the Sesquicentennial Proclamation and City Council Alumni Event.
Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch

The race is on for the rubber duckies

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Spectators watch the progress of rubber duckies heading to the finish line Saturday,
Sept. 18, 2021, during the 10th annual Brainerd Jaycees Lil’ Rubber Duckie Race
down East River Road. This year’s race was hosted in conjunction with Brainerd’s
Sesquicentennial Celebration Week.

VIDEO
For video, see brainerddispatch.com

A WALK THROUGH HISTORY
Downtown History Walk, exploring the core blocks of the
city, part of Brainerd’s sesquicentennial celebration

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Local historian Carl Faust, back right, points out interesting details about
architecture and brick work to a tour group on Saturday during a Downtown
Brainerd History Walk that was part of Brainerd’s sesquicentennial celebration week.

Brainerd natives Damon Grilz, front center, his wife Elizabeth, right, and their dog
Remy look around during a tour on Saturday during a Downtown Brainerd History
Walk.

BY FRANK LEE
BRAINERD DISPATCH

Probably the last thing on the mind of Remy the dog was to travel back in time in
Brainerd.
The owners of the 10-yearold Pomeranian had something else in mind, however, when
they carried the pooch Saturday, Sept. 18, as participants of the Downtown Brainerd
History Walk.
“They have little pamphlets around the downtown area — we go to the co-op a lot — so
that’s how we saw it was happening,”
Elizabeth Grilz said before the tour’s start. “And we just are very invested in learning
more about Brainerd and thought this would be a good opportunity.”
Visit Brainerd began offering a walking tour of downtown Brainerd that starts and
finishes at the marketing organization and visitor’s bureau office on Laurel Street.
Saturday’s walking tour with local historian Carl Faust was part of the city’s week of
events celebrating its sesquicentennial.

“We scheduled four tours specifically for the sesquicentennial, but we were offering
tours throughout the summer,” said Holly Holm, a destination services specialist with
the nonprofit corporation representing the tourism and hospitality businesses of Baxter
and Brainerd.
The remaining three guided tours recognizing Brainerd’s 150th anniversary will take
place Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday as part of a weeklong celebration of other
planned events.
“I think there has always been a lot of interest when it comes to history week, and this
is just a special year because of the sesquicentennial, of course,” Holm said of the tours,
with proceeds funding the Brainerd History Group’s legacy project of providing signage
and historical markers.
Visit Brainerd’s walk is an abbreviated version of the more encompassing Downtown
Brainerd History Walk, a selfguided tour created by Faust. Holm came up with the idea
to focus solely on the 600 and 700 blocks between Front and Laurel streets.
“We have a lot of last-minute people coming in for the tour, so kind of typical. You
know a lot of people just kind of wing it and don’t make plans specifically, so we’re
happy to have them and excited that they’re here,” Holm said of the almost 20 people
who took part in Saturday’s event.
Elizabeth Grilz, her husband Damon and their dog Remy were among those who paid
$10 each to go on the tour and who received a complimentary pass for admittance to
the Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum and Research Library in downtown
Brainerd.
“And it will provide us with a competitive edge in the Stride and Seek,” Damon Grilz
said of the Saturday, Sept. 25, sesquicentennial event scavenger hunt for teams of two
that will be given a series of clues and challenges to earn points.
“It’s good to know a little bit more about the city,” said Elizabeth Grilz, a Brainerd
native like her husband who plans to enter the run/ walk event that costs $35 per
person to enter with proceeds to support efforts to save Brainerd’s historic water tower
that is in need of repairs.
The 28-year-old fitness instructor and fitness studio owner graduated from Brainerd
High School in 2011, where she met her husband, a 27-year-old husband who works as
Ascensus and is also a Brainerd native.
“It’s just kind of nice to know the reason why certain things are where and why things
are set up the way they are … like the amount of just giant buildings that were once here
and are now gone, like the hospital that’s used to be by the train where the bridge is,”
Damon Grilz said.
The group tour includes brief sidewalk stops at historically relevant sites. Faust will
stop and talk about the significance of the buildings around town, the people who built
them and the unique historical stories surrounding them, according to Holm.

“History is fun to read about, but it’s more fun when you can get out in the field and
discover things and start putting two and two together and one thing leads to another,”
Faust said as he guided the tour.
The Downtown Brainerd History Walk was developed in 2008 to help Brainerd
celebrate the state’s sesquicentennial. A tour booklet was made that can be checked out
from the Brainerd Public Library, or the Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum
and Research Library.
For more information or to make a reservation for the Downtown Brainerd History
Walk, call 218-825-0410 or visit visitbrainerd. com. For more information on the city’s
sesquicentennial celebration, visit www.ci.brainerd. mn.us/596/150-Years.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@ brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.
BRAINERD SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
The celebration for Brainerd’s sesquicentennial kicked off Saturday, Sept. 18, with a
week of special events to follow in honor of the city’s 150th anniversary. Here are
upcoming events:
Monday, Sept. 20: City hall open house and history display — 4-6:30 p.m. at Brainerd
City Hall.
Tuesday, Sept. 21: Rotary Park pavilion dedication — noon to 1:30 p.m. at Rotary Park.
Here for Good Market — 3-7 p.m. on South Seventh Street.
Funny Faces ping pong races — 4-6 p.m. at Visit Brainerd.
Brainerd History Walk — 5:30 p.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
Wednesday, Sept. 22: Business After Hours sesquicentennial celebration — 4:30-6:30
p.m. at Rumbly Hall.
Brainerd trivia night — 7-9 p.m. at Rumbly Hall.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Thursday, Sept. 23: Brainerd History Walk — 3 p.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
A Celebration at NPC — 4-8 p.m. at Northern Pacific Center.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Friday, Sept. 24: “The Crossing” dedication — 5 p.m. on East River Road Historical
museum grand opening — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Crow Wing County Historical Museum.
Historic Courthouse open house — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Crow Wing County Historic
Courthouse.

Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Saturday, Sept. 25: Stride and Seek — 8:30 a.m. to noon at Notch 8.
Downtown history walk — 10:30 a.m. beginning at Visit Brainerd.
Sesquicentennial bash — noon to 4 p.m. in Gregory Park.
Jaycee’s StreetFest — noon to 12 a.m. on Front Street.
Downtown Discount Days — All day in downtown Brainerd.
Sunday, Sept. 26: Flapjack Festival — 8 a.m. to noon on Front Street.

A MOMENT FROZEN IN TIME
Brainerd chamber reveals items chosen for 150th
anniversary time capsule

Steve Kohls / Brainerd Dispatch
At a special Brainerd Lakes Chamber of Commerce Sesquicentennial edition of
Business After Hours Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021, at Rumbly Hall, items that are
being included in the city time capsule were on display. Materials will be collected
until the end of this year and will be opened on Sept. 25, 2171. Caplet boxes
containing individual and business items are being sold to raise money for the
renovation of the historic water tower.

BY THERESA BOURKE
BRAINERD DISPATCH

The faces of many in Brainerd’s business community, captured Sept. 22, 2021, will be
on display 150 years in the future.
When the residents of Brainerd open a time capsule on Sept. 25, 2171, among the items
they will be met with is a photograph of those who attended this week’s Brainerd Lakes

Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours event.
Mayor Dave Badeaux, flanked by Sen. Carrie Ruud and City Administrator Jennifer
Bergman, is holding a large pair of scissors just above a bright blue ribbon, held in front
of the Brainerd sesquicentennial logo he created.
The ribbon was cut to ceremoniously bring the city into its next 150 years.
Future residents will look at that photo, Chamber President Matt Kilian said, just as
those here today gaze at the black and white photos on display at the Crow Wing
County Historical Museum, showing snapshots of the last 150 years.
“Every one of you are part of that 150-year story. We’re all standing on the broad
shoulders of those people that came before us,” Kilian told the crowd gathered at
Rumbly Hall Wednesday.
“... And the future generations are standing on our shoulders, and we are the people
that they’re going to look up to and look back at in the photos like the one we’re going
to take tonight.”
A slew of speakers followed Kilian, giving their take on Brainerd through the years and
their visions for the future.
While being mayor wasn’t an easy feat in 2020, it has been an honor in 2021, Badeaux
said.
Brainerd has a unique history, he went on to say, being founded as a city at the place
where a bridge was chosen to cross the Mississippi River to connect the Great Lakes to
the western portion of the country.
“It’s not just unique for us,” Badeaux said. “It’s unique for the entire nation because we
were the location that was selected. And we’re lucky that it’s so beautiful because I
believe that’s the reason why we continue to thrive.”
A walk through Evergreen Cemetery will show generations of families who called
Brainerd home and ancestors of those who still choose to live and work in Brainerd.
While businesses are a cornerstone of a city like Brainerd, it’s ultimately the people,
Badeaux said, who create the community and forge the future.
“Businesses will come and go, but the city itself, and that momentum that we’re
building, is what’s most important,” he said. “So as we celebrate this moment in time,
as we talk about 150 years and we place the marker, what we’re really doing right now
is not putting a bookend on 150 years. We’re placing a marker that we will measure
ourselves from for years to come. And I ask you, please activate yourselves and be a
part of that solution and be a part of that direction that we’re headed because we are a
rocketship, and we are not asking for permission for where we’re going.”
Crow Wing County Commissioner Steve Barrows spoke of how proud Brainerd should
be of its growth and especially of its thriving downtown area. The business community

weathered a tough year last year but ultimately pulled through and continue to make
Brainerd the focal point of Crow Wing County.
He encouraged everyone to keep that momentum going.
“We have an opportunity. We are behind the eight ball here,” Barrows said. “… Let’s
persevere, and let’s push forward, and let’s remember to support our businesses when
we can do it.”
Ruud, R-Breezy Point, shared her gratitude for being able to represent Brainerd at the
state capitol, after having become a weekend cabin-goer in 1969.
Ruud joked that she hopes she gets to read for herself the letter she put in the time
capsule when it’s opened in 150 years.
Isaac Schultz stood in on behalf of Congressman Pete Stauber, tipping his hat to
Brainerd’s residents and small business owners for making the city a vibrant place to
live and work.
“This last year and a half has not been easy, and we all know that,” Schultz said. “But if
there’s one thing I’ve learned through Matt (Kilian), through chamber members, it’s
that this community, as much as anyone in the 8th Congressional District, is resilient.
And I’ve seen that resiliency in many small business owners.”
And those small business owners are the ones who will help Brainerd to continue
growing and thriving for decades to come, he said.
In the time capsule
A committee of Brainerd representatives chose the following items to place in the time
capsule, which will be opened on Brainerd’s 300th anniversary in 2171.
► Brainerd Dispatch sesquicentennial wrap, 2021 Year in Review, and Her Voice
magazine celebrating the achievements and contributions of local women.
► COVID-19-related items, including a variety of masks, a vaccination card and an
empty bottle that contained locally made hand sanitizer.
► A smartphone representing the technology used for daily communication, media
consumption and entertainment.
► 2021 “Brainonian” high school yearbook that features a 100-year retrospective
section.
► An Ojibwe medallion (beaded necklace) emblazoned with a Brainerd “B,” donated by
Brainerd School Board member Charles Black Lance via the American Indian Parent
Advisory Committee.
► Hand tools and a blueprint used in the 2021 construction on Brainerd High School
and the Gichi-ziibi Center for the Arts.

► Packaging of popular grocery items and menus from area restaurants.
► “Help Wanted” sign indicating the severe labor shortage experienced by many local
businesses.
► Brainerd Lakes Chamber tourism promotions, which include area brochures, maps,
T-shirt and a Paul Bunyan souvenir.
► Items used in popular recreational activities, including logoed golf balls and fishing
lures.
► A promotional key chain sold to raise funds for Brainerd’s historic water tower as
well as a small piece of fallen stucco that symbolizes its need for repairs.
► A Bible used at St. Francis Catholic Church, which is also celebrating its 150th
anniversary in 2021.
► Brainerd police officer and firefighter badges.
► Insignia from the Minnesota National Guard 194th Armor Regiment, headquartered
in Brainerd.
► A credit card and cash currency in $20, $10, $5, $1 and coin denominations.
Twenty-three local businesses and organizations purchased small containers called
caplets to also be placed in the time capsule with any items they chose. Caplets are still
for sale for $250, with proceeds benefiting the restoration of the historic Brainerd
water tower. For more information, visit brainerdlakeschamber.com.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/DispatchTheresa.

Trivia questions: Test your
knowledge of Brainerd’s history

The 150-year history of Brainerd was on display Wednesday, Sept. 22, during a trivia
event to celebrate the city’s sesquicentennial.
In the middle of the week-long festivities, roughly 40 people gathered at Rumbly Hall
in downtown Brainerd to test their knowledge of the city and surrounding area,
attempting to answer questions about long-standing businesses, historic events, local
celebrities and popular locales.
Host Dan Hegstad sprinkled in fun facts throughout the night, like that the Highway
371 bypass was first proposed way back in the 1940s, and in the 1920s, roughly 90% of
Brainerd residents were dependent on the railroad, which employed just over 1,000
people.
Today, 100 years later, BNSF employs about 70.
Six teams participated, and — perhaps unsurprisingly — the group that included Mayor
Dave Badeaux and city council members Gabe Johnson and Mike O’Day came out on
top, answering 42 of the 50 questions correctly.
The questions and answers are included below for those who’d like to take a crack at
their historical Brainerd area knowledge.
Questions
1. Ascensus was first called what?
2. In what decade was the city of Baxter incorporated?
3. It was Potlatch, Missota Paper Company then Wausau Paper.
What was its first name?
4. The Native Americans called it Gaagaagiwigwani-ziibi or “Raven Feather River. We
call it the Crow Wing River. It was an important trading post operated at the confluence
of the Crow Wing and Mississippi rivers from 1823 until the railroad built a bridge in
Brainerd. Trade routes from St. Paul to Winnipeg crossed the Mississippi at Crow
Wing. The wheeled vehicles had a specific name. What were they called?
5. Brainerd International Raceway was first called what?
6. What was the official corporate name of the railroad that ran from Brainerd to
International Falls on what is now the Paul Bunyan State Trail?

7. What was the Population of Brainerd in 1880 (within 10%)?
8. Who was the first female mayor of Brainerd?
9. Who is the current Superintendent of Schools for ISD 181?
10. The railroad operated a facility in west Brainerd from 1907 to 1985 that is now a
superfund cleanup site. What did the railroad produce at this facility?
11. What is the name of the park bounded by Bluff Avenue, Fir Street and North Eighth
Street?
12. What street runs east and west south of Willow?
13. In what year did Brainerd celebrate its quasquicentennial?
14. Name either or both pictured.
15. What was the name of the mayor of Brainerd who later served as Minnesota’s
Governor?
16. This man is a professional cellist and is one of the main forces behind the Lakes
Area Music Festival. Name him.
17. This major league baseball player of Native American descent was born in Crow
Wing County in 1884. In 1911 he tied a record by pitching three complete games in a
single World Series. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1953.
Who was he
18. Name any of the three teams that played in the Northwoods League (north division)
from 1998 to 2011.
19. In 1941, the 34th Tank Company originating from Brainerd was ordered to Fort
Lewis, Washington for training, where they were combined with units from St. Joseph,
Missouri, and Salinas, California, to form the 194th Tank Battalion. Many died in what
infamous WWII event?
20. Part of the Northland Arboretum now occupies land that was once what for the city
of Brainerd?
21. The Brainerd Dispatch was founded in what decade?
22. In what year did Paul Bunyan move from Chicago to Brainerd?
23. What was the first radio station in Brainerd in 1946?
24. Another name for Northeast Washington Street (Not Minnesota Highway 210)?
25. The building that is the Sawmill Inn was once located on Mill Avenue and was the
office building for the Brainerd lumber company. It was moved downtown and was
known as what restaurant for many years?
26. A park was named after the first president of the aforementioned railroad. What
park is it?

27. J. Gregory Smith, who named Brainerd for the family of his wife, Ann Eliza
Brainerd, was governor of which state?
28. In 1872 National Guard troops were sent to Brainerd to quell an Indian uprising.
Instead of gathering for war the Indians were doing what?
29. What happened in 1875 in Brainerd that killed five people?
30. Who robbed the First National Bank of Brainerd in 1933?
31. Roger Awsumb worked at KLKS Radio and passed away in Brainerd in 2002 at age
74. He is best known for playing what TV character?
32. The Brainerd Brewing Company was located on the east side of what lake?
33. A prominent Ojibwe Chief was assassinated at Fisherman’s Bridge near Pillager in
1868. Name him.
34. Name the movie.
35. On Christmas Day 1805 Zebulon Pike passed through what is now Brainerd. What
was he looking for?
36. What is the average snowfall in Brainerd in inches (within 5 inches)?
37. Leslie Ambrose Bush was born in Brainerd in 1892. He played with the Red Sox,
Yankees, Pirates, Giants and others. He is credited with developing the forkball. What
was his nickname?
38. Brainerd is a neighborhood in Chicago. There are unincorporated towns named
Brainerd in two other states. Name either state.
39. The historic Brainerd water tower served from 1920 to 1960. How much water did it
hold?
40. What happened in 1922 that the Brainerd Dispatch said, “Split Brainerd At The
Seams?”
41. Canadians were the largest group of foreign born Brainerdites until the Swedes took
the lead in what decade?
42. What was named after John Mahlum and Nick Hanson in 1929?
43. What caused 35 Brainerd saloons to go out of business in 1916?
44. This building, built in 1913 was originally what?
45. The first state forest in Minnesota is near Brainerd. What is its name?
46. What prominent Brainerdite offered a steam powered Lake Livery Service
throughout the Gull chain of lakes in the early 1900s?
47. What is the name of the current Mayor of Brainerd?

48. In a legal case spanning 30 years and ending in the U.S. Supreme Court, the city of
Brainerd fought to keep what chemical out of the city’s water supply?
49. In July of 1978 a Brainerd jury convicted this man of a double murder. Name either
of the people he killed.
50. This man served in the Minnesota House of Representatives from 1969 to 1972. He
represented Minnesota’s 6th Congressional District in the U.S House of
Representatives from 1975 to 1981 and later the Minnesota 8th District from 2013 to
2019. Name him.
Answers
1. Universal Pensions, Inc.
2. 1930s. Baxter was incorporated May 25, 1939 and is named after Luther Baxter, an
attorney for the railroad who served in the Minnesota Legislature and as a colonel in
the Civil War.
3. Northwest Paper Company.
4. Ox carts or Red River carts.
5. Donnybrook.
6. The Minnesota and International Railway.
7. 1,865 (1,679 to 2,051).
8. Mildred ‘Millie’ Michaelis.
9. Laine Larson.
10. Railroad ties.
11. Triangle Park.
12. Lawn Street.
13. 1996 (125 years).
14. Shotgun Red and Steve Hall.
15. C. Elmer Anderson.
16. Scott Lykins.
17. Charles “Chief” Bender.
18. Blue Thunder, Lunkers or Mighty Gulls.

19. The Bataan Death March.
20. City dump.
21. 1880s. December 22, 1881.
22. 1950.
23. KLIZ - AM.
24. A Street or Main Street.
25. Van’s Café, Van’s Lunch or NP Lunch Counter.
26. Gregory Park, named for John Gregory Smith.
27. Vermont.
28. Gathering and selling blueberries. It is known as The Blueberry War.
29. The railroad bridge collapsed.
30. Baby Face Nelson, real name Lester Gillis.
31. Casey Jones – Lunch with Casey on WTCN, now KARE 11.
32. Boom Lake.
33. Hole in the Day or Hole in the Sky.
34. Fargo.
35. The headwaters of the Mississippi River.
36. 48.2 inches (43.2 - 53.2 inches).
37. Bullet Joe.
38. Kansas or Tennessee.
39. 300,000 gallons. The newer water tower holds 1 million gallons at 8 1/3 pounds per
gallon.
40. A strike by 1,400 railroad workers that lasted 8 months.
41. 1890s.
42. The VFW. They were the first two men killed in WWI.

43. Brainerd voted to go ‘dry.’ National Prohibition started in 1920.
44. Carnegie Library.
45. Pillsbury State Forest.
46. Stewart Mills Sr.
47. Dave Badeaux.
48. Fluoride 49. Elisabeth Congdon and her nurse, Velma Pietila. Roger Sipe Caldwell
murdered them at the historic Glensheen Mansion in Duluth on June 27, 1977.
50. Rick Nolan.

Choo-choo, Brainerd!
Northern Pacific Center hosts sesquicentennial
celebrating city’s history

Paine

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Justina Richter, right, dressed in period costume, sells tickets for the History Week
BBQ Cook-off at the historic Northern Pacific Center in Brainerd. The barbecue was
one of the events during a sesquicentennial celebration Thursday, recognizing
Brainerd’s ties to the railroad industry.

BY FRANK LEE
BRAINERD DISPATCH

If you grew up in Brainerd, you grew up around trains, and Bruce Paine was no
different.
“Both my grandfathers and my father worked for the railroad,” Paine said as he went on
a guided historic tour Thursday, Sept. 23, of the Northern Pacific Center in Brainerd.
The 52-year-old took part in the city’s sesquicentennial celebration on the 47-acre site
where wedding venues, a convention center, businesses and offices are now located.
“My grandfather had an office up in the clock tower. He was a shopkeeper or kept shop
materials,”
Paine said. “My dad was a switchman and then his dad — back in 1950, when there was
a blizzard — fell off in front of a train and was killed, so that was pretty tough.”
Brainerd’s historic railroad district came alive again during the four-hour celebration
that included children’s games, face painting, a barbecue contest, live music and more
that was capped off in the night with fireworks.
Sheila DeChantal wore an 1880s-era costume dress she purchased online to Thursday’s
event.
She is the promotions director of 3 Cheers Hospitality, which does all the catering for
weddings and events at the Northern Pacific Center.
“That was pretty interesting,” DeChantal said of driving in costume, after exiting her
SUV.
“There was a lot of skirt. … It’s actually just got like a little hoop skirt under the outfit
that makes it poof. It’s very light.”
DeChantal said she felt transported back in time in her period women’s outfit and
seemed right at home with the historic brick and metal building materials that
remained in the railyard.
“I love to wear a costume. … I have a whole costume room at home,” DeChantal said.
“This is just going to add to my collection. I didn’t have this era.”

The former blacksmith shop at the Northern Pacific Center in Brainerd was once the
secondlargest blacksmith shop in the country, according to Rick Fargo, who managed
the site for almost a quarter of a century.
“Every place out here that has grass growing through they used to run tracks all over
the entire site from building to building,” said Fargo, who gave tours Thursday of the
Northern Pacific Center.
Brainerd owes its existence and much of its importance to the Northern Pacific
Railway.
Before it was decided the railroad would come to the area, there was no Brainerd and
no thought of a settlement here, according to historians.
“The railroad was the lifeblood of the city, and that’s why the city is here,” Fargo said.
“For the first 20, 30 years, the people working here were the city of Brainerd, and that’s
why everybody came here.”
The surviving complex today represents about 15% of the complex on both the north
and south sides of the tracks as it existed at the end of World War II, according to the
National Register of Historic Places registration form.
“In order to salvage it, you’ve got to put it on the National Register of Historic Places, so
anytime you want to do anything out here we have to go through and get permission
from the federal folks,” Fargo said.
The Northern Pacific car repair shops are located south of the railroad tracks on a large
rectangular parcel of property.
The first shops were all on the north side of the tracks. The total number of engines on
the entire road in 1872 was 22, all of them wood-burning.
“The shop buildings were constructed with considerable uniformity of style and
materials, cream-colored common brick with redwood trim and rusticated sandstone
window sills, and date between the years 1882 to 1925,” according to U.S. Department
of Interior documents.
Before Brainerd, the railroad first considered locating at the Old Crow Wing Village.
Little is left of it now at Crow Wing State Park, but it was a vibrant commercial outpost
that was surveyed by the railroad company. But a crossing was created at Brainerd and
the village vanished into history as commerce and traffic moved north with the rail
lines.
“The railroad brought mechanics, laborers and merchants. It established a great
industry and built a fine city.
Dreamers and men of vision speculated on the merits of such a road (nearly 150 years
ago),” according to the Centennial Edition of the Brainerd Daily Dispatch (1871-1971).
For more information on the city’s sesquicentennial celebration, visit

https://bit.ly/39xRFhb.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/DispatchFL.

Celebrating area history

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
The new sesquicentennial exhibit at the Crow Wing County Historical Society
Museum and Research Library features items such as a section about Baby Face
Nelson robbing the First National Bank, a wooden water main from 1881, a small
room that looks like an old-fashioned mercantile, and the original door from the
historic Brainerd Water Tower and a bicycle made in Brainerd in the 1890s. The
exhibit was debuted Friday as part of Brainerd’s sesquicentennial celebration week.

Elaine Leach made the trip from her Lake Shore home to see the new exhibit at the
Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum and Research Library in downtown
Brainerd.
The sesquicentennial exhibit was unveiled Friday, Sept. 24, at the grand reopening of
the facility during Brainerd history week — an event 150 years in the making.
“I have been a visitor here before the pandemic.
… And then when I read — for the anniversary — this would be open for an open house,
I just thought ‘If I can get there, I’ll be there,’”

Leach said Friday as she looked upon the Brainerd-based exhibit.
The 87-year-old traveled from Cass County to Crow Wing after the recent restoration
and renovation of the three-story museum housed in the former sheriff’s residence on
Laurel Street in Brainerd.
“There were things in the museum previously but they were ‘here and there,’ and then
with the sesquicentennial coming up, I thought ‘Let’s put all of those things in one
space to celebrate Brainerd.’” said Hillary Swanson, executive director of the society.
New exhibit
The sesquicentennial exhibit includes, for example, a small room made up to look like
an old-fashioned grocery store complete with an old-time cash register and common
household goods many might recognize today if it were not for the packaging.
“We came up with these wonderful pictures that are all up — every photo in here is
from our collection, I should say that first of all — photos of stores that all existed in
Brainerd at one time, and I tried to recreate that feeling here,”
Swanson said.
Leach said, “I grew up on a farm near a small town in southern Minnesota, and this is
the way this store was. I do not remember a cash register, but then I didn’t work behind
the counter … but I knew the people.”
Leach is a member of the League of Women Voters and said the museum gave its
permission to store some of the league’s records that were on display at the museum
inside the facility.
“This brings back fond memories of being there with my parents or — when I was older
— going in alone to get what was required,” Leach said of her hometown grocery store
in West Concord in Dodge County, a town that had a population of 782 residents in
2010.
Open to the public
The Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum and Research Library in downtown
Brainerd had a soft reopening in June. The museum was closed since March of 2020
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
The historical society earlier received a $47,649 grant to replace the storage shelving in
the attic and second-floor closet, a grant made possible by the Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund of the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment.
“And in order to accomplish that we had to move literally every object that was in there.
And I started coming across so many different things that were Brainerd things that
weren’t in a cohesive exhibit,”

Swanson said of the idea to create a new sesquicentennial exhibit.
The permanent museum exhibits include ones related to lumber, railroad, farming,
mining and education, while the library includes thousands of photographs,
microfilms, books and historical documents.
The three-story museum and library are housed in a single building adjacent to the
Crow Wing County Historic Courthouse, and attracted 2,309 visitors in 2019, according
to Swanson.
The building is owned and maintained by the county.
Open house

Frequent patrons of the tourist attraction will notice updates to the museum’s preexisting logging exhibit and the military exhibit, updates that were made during the
pandemic. But the sesquicentennial exhibit will be another reason for longtime visitors
to explore the museum.
“This fantastic bicycle was actually made here in Brainerd in the 1890s,” Swanson said
of a bicycle in the exhibit.
“We were able to find a map of where that store was, an advertisement for the shop,
and then photographs and newspaper articles talking about cycling in the 1890s.”
Swanson said an ordinance was passed in 1899 that said all bicycles must be licensed
for a fee of $1 and all of those funds went to creating trails or paths for the cyclists so
that they would not use the sidewalks. That kind of historical trivia is also included and
displayed in the new exhibit.
“The fun thing is that most of the information comes from the Brainerd Dispatch,”
Swanson said of the hometown, award-winning newspaper that was founded in the
1880s.
Other notable items in the new sesquicentennial exhibit include an 1881 wooden water
main and bottles from the Brainerd Carbonated Beverage Co., which was created when
Joseph Cibuzar purchased a bottling plant in 1921.
“He eventually sold out to Coca-Cola, but these Coca-Cola bottles are still stamped
‘Brainerd Minn.’ on the bottom, so they’re from here specifically,”
Swanson said.
The grand reopening and open house Friday also included a dedication of the James
Olav Saboe Library in the basement of the building.
The late Saboe was a frequent research library patron and the new library features his
collection of roughly 350 books related to the county.

“We’ve had an incredible turnout today, which is just great — awesome to see people
wanting to see their local history — but definitely that interest shows in our research
library with people doing genealogy,” Swanson said Friday.
The Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum and Research Library is located at
320 Laurel St. in Brainerd. For more information on how to become a member or other
details, call 218- 829-3268, send an email to history@crowwing.us or visit
www.crowwinghistory.org.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@ brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.

Pancakes aplenty
Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival over (not) easy as fl apjackfl ipping, pancake-eating proves challenging

Photos by Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Connor Richardson tries to catch a flapjack on a paddle after flipping it over a ribbon
suspended over the course during the flapjack relay contest Sunday as part of the
Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival on Front Street by the American Legion in Brainerd.

Zach Lowe, left, Ben Seevers, Brainerd City Council member Mike O’Day, Connor
Richardson and Roque Reyes compete in a pancakeeating contest Sunday during the
Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival on Front Street by the American Legion in Brainerd.

BY FRANK LEE
BRAINERD DISPATCH

Daniel Kelm knew attempts to fill Paul Bunyan’s shoes would be a tall order, but the
Brainerd native didn’t exactly come up short.
The 40-year-old husband and father from Baxter took home a wooden medallion in the
inaugural Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival lumberjack costume contest Sunday, Sept. 26.
“I love the city. I know it by heart and it’s a deep part of me,” said Kelm, an overnight
manager at the Baymont Inn & Suites in Baxter who was dressed to impress.
The festival included a flapjack relay and a pancake-eating contest outside the Brainerd
American Legion on Front Street in downtown Brainerd and concluded a weeklong
celebration of events commemorating the city’s sesquicentennial.
“I think my chances are pretty good,” Kelm said before the start of the three-person
team relay.
“We decided to come because we saw it in the paper and thought it would be a fun little
event to do on a Sunday morning. … I love pancakes.”

Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival
A small but enthusiastically vocal group of spectators and supporters cheered on
participants in the relay and eating contest in the segment of Front Street that was
blocked off for safety.
“One of my favorite stories of Paul Bunyan is the making of the giant flapjacks for him,
and the whole crew making them skating around on pads of butter. As a kid growing
up, I thought that was really clever so we wanted to tie the two together,” Mayor Dave
Badeaux said.
Badeaux, a Brainerd native, helped emcee the downtown event and was also dressed up
as a lumberjack.
“I’m about $300 in plaid for the full family,” Badeaux said with a good-natured chuckle
about his new duds before the start of the relay.
The inaugural festival was presented by the Brainerd Jaycees, Save the Historic
Brainerd Water Tower and the Brainerd American Legion. A committee was formed
years ago to raise the money to fund an estimated at the time $1.6 to $3 million worth
of water tower renovations.
“This was kind of a celebration of the water tower because the water tower group is
putting it on but also wanting to bring back some Paul Bunyan events to the city. And
our hope is that this will be a yearly event that will happen moving forward,”
Badeaux said before the relay began.
Historic water tower
The historic water tower, which celebrated its 100th birthday in December 2020, sits
on the corner of Washington and Sixth streets in downtown Brainerd. The structure
has become a city icon, welcoming passersby to Brainerd and representing the city on
its official seal “I made the mistake a couple of weeks ago of making a water tower
pancake for my sons and now that’s all they want is a water tower-shaped pancake, so
the struggle is just trying to now come up with clever shapes because that’s all they
want,” Badeaux said.
Paul Skogen is chairman of the Save the Historic Brainerd Water Tower Committee.
He wore an oversized Paul Bunyan mascot-like costume at Sunday’s festival.
“I got this online and that’s how I decided to outdo Dave,”
Skogen said of the mayor before the festival officially got underway. “The little kid over
there was scared of it — most people think it’s funny — but the young ones, it’s a
dramatic experience for them.”
Teams of three competed in the flapjack relay to see who could carry, flip and pass a
pancake the fastest in a race to the finish.

“Once you flip the pancake over and you’ve caught it, you’re going to come down to the
end and you’re going to pass it to your partner.
And your partner’s gonna go back, they’re gonna do the same. … If they drop it, they’re
gonna pick it back up and try it again,” Badeaux told the crowd.
The Cherne family from Brainerd consisting of 13-year-old Connor, and his 11-year-old
sisters Sophia and 8-year-old Natalie finished first in the flapjack relay.
Almost every member of every team, however, dropped a flapjack onto the street at
least once during the contest.
Sticky situation
In the pancake-eating contest that followed the flapjack relay, participants raced to see
who could finish their stack of pancakes the fastest.
“You can use your hands, OK? But you must complete all of the pancakes, and you must
complete all of the syrup as well,” Badeaux told the contestants. “You can pour the
syrup on the pancakes or you can drink the syrup — whatever you want to do.”
Mike O’Day, a city council member at-large, won a trivia contest Wednesday as part of
the group that included Badeaux and council member Gabe Johnson, and O’Day won a
pie-eating contest Saturday, both events which were part of the sesquicentennial
celebration.
“So everyone else has pancakes, but Mike O’Day gets to have a ridiculous helping — a
ridiculous helping,” Badeaux told the crowd. “Clap your hand if you want to see more!”
O’Day chugged maple syrup straight from the bottle during the contest to the chagrin,
horror and delight of onlookers.
“My strategy was to soak the pancakes with as much syrup as possible and try to
swallow it as fast as I could,”
O’Day said after the pancakeeating contest was over.
The sticky O’Day had not intended to participate in another eating contest so soon after
Saturday, he said.
“I got roped into it just like I did get roped into the blueberry pie contest yesterday.
That one I won, (but) I don’t think my stomach had enough room for all these
pancakes. … I literally could not eat that,” O’Day said in defeat. “I will eat another
pancake … but not today.”
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855- 5863 or at frank.lee@brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.

Pancakes aplenty
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Paul Skogen, left, and Dave Badeaux, a Brainerd native, pose for a photo together
Sunday before the start of the inaugural Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival. Skogen is
chairman of the Save the Historic Brainerd Water Tower Committee and Badeaux is
mayor of the city of Brainerd.

Frank Lee / Brainerd Dispatch
Daniel Kelm, left, and his wife, Heather, and their daughter, Lydia, participate
Sunday in the inaugural Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival in downtown Brainerd.
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People gather for a group photo Sunday during the Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival in
Brainerd.

Xander Badeaux, while being held by his mother Kalli Randall, chews on the end of
his fake ax during the lumberjack costume contest Sunday as part of the Paul Bunyan
Flapjack Festival in Brainerd.

Daniel Kelm knew attempts to fill Paul Bunyan’s shoes would be a tall order, but the
Brainerd native didn’t exactly come up short.
The 40-year-old husband and father from Baxter took home a wooden medallion in the
inaugural Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival lumberjack costume contest Sunday, Sept. 26.
“I love the city. I know it by heart and it’s a deep part of me,” said Kelm, an overnight
manager at the Baymont Inn & Suites in Baxter who was dressed to impress.
The festival included a flapjack relay and a pancake-eating contest outside the Brainerd
American Legion on Front Street in downtown Brainerd and concluded a weeklong
celebration of events commemorating the city’s sesquicentennial.

“I think my chances are pretty good,” Kelm said before the start of the three-person
team relay.
“We decided to come because we saw it in the paper and thought it would be a fun little
event to do on a Sunday morning. … I love pancakes.”
Paul Bunyan Flapjack Festival
A small but enthusiastically vocal group of spectators and supporters cheered on
participants in the relay and eating contest in the segment of Front Street that was
blocked off for safety.
“One of my favorite stories of Paul Bunyan is the making of the giant flapjacks for him,
and the whole crew making them skating around on pads of butter. As a kid growing
up, I thought that was really clever so we wanted to tie the two together,” Mayor Dave
Badeaux said.
Badeaux, a Brainerd native, helped emcee the downtown event and was also dressed up
as a lumberjack.
“I’m about $300 in plaid for the full family,” Badeaux said with a good-natured chuckle
about his new duds before the start of the relay.
The inaugural festival was presented by the Brainerd Jaycees, Save the Historic
Brainerd Water Tower and the Brainerd American Legion. A committee was formed
years ago to raise the money to fund an estimated at the time $1.6 to $3 million worth
of water tower renovations.
“This was kind of a celebration of the water tower because the water tower group is
putting it on but also wanting to bring back some Paul Bunyan events to the city. And
our hope is that this will be a yearly event that will happen moving forward,”
Badeaux said before the relay began.
Historic water tower
The historic water tower, which celebrated its 100th birthday in December 2020, sits
on the corner of Washington and Sixth streets in downtown Brainerd. The structure
has become a city icon, welcoming passersby to Brainerd and representing the city on
its official seal “I made the mistake a couple of weeks ago of making a water tower
pancake for my sons and now that’s all they want is a water tower-shaped pancake, so
the struggle is just trying to now come up with clever shapes because that’s all they
want,” Badeaux said.
Paul Skogen is chairman of the Save the Historic Brainerd Water Tower Committee.
He wore an oversized Paul Bunyan mascot-like costume at Sunday’s festival.
“I got this online and that’s how I decided to outdo Dave,”
Skogen said of the mayor before the festival officially got underway. “The little kid over

there was scared of it — most people think it’s funny — but the young ones, it’s a
dramatic experience for them.”
Teams of three competed in the flapjack relay to see who could carry, flip and pass a
pancake the fastest in a race to the finish.
“Once you flip the pancake over and you’ve caught it, you’re going to come down to the
end and you’re going to pass it to your partner.
And your partner’s gonna go back, they’re gonna do the same. … If they drop it, they’re
gonna pick it back up and try it again,” Badeaux told the crowd.
The Cherne family from Brainerd consisting of 13-year-old Connor, and his 11-year-old
sisters Sophia and 8-year-old Natalie finished first in the flapjack relay.
Almost every member of every team, however, dropped a flapjack onto the street at
least once during the contest.
Sticky situation
In the pancake-eating contest that followed the flapjack relay, participants raced to see
who could finish their stack of pancakes the fastest.
“You can use your hands, OK? But you must complete all of the pancakes, and you must
complete all of the syrup as well,” Badeaux told the contestants. “You can pour the
syrup on the pancakes or you can drink the syrup — whatever you want to do.”
Mike O’Day, a city council member at-large, won a trivia contest Wednesday as part of
the group that included Badeaux and council member Gabe Johnson, and O’Day won a
pie-eating contest Saturday, both events which were part of the sesquicentennial
celebration.
“So everyone else has pancakes, but Mike O’Day gets to have a ridiculous helping — a
ridiculous helping,” Badeaux told the crowd. “Clap your hand if you want to see more!”
O’Day chugged maple syrup straight from the bottle during the contest to the chagrin,
horror and delight of onlookers.
“My strategy was to soak the pancakes with as much syrup as possible and try to
swallow it as fast as I could,”
O’Day said after the pancakeeating contest was over.
The sticky O’Day had not intended to participate in another eating contest so soon after
Saturday, he said.
“I got roped into it just like I did get roped into the blueberry pie contest yesterday.
That one I won, (but) I don’t think my stomach had enough room for all these
pancakes. … I literally could not eat that,” O’Day said in defeat. “I will eat another
pancake … but not today.”

Paul Bunyan-sized park party
Sesquicentennial bash includes giant yard games

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Erica Castillo, left, and Molly Guderjohn react when the giant tower game they were
playing went tumbling over on Castillo’s turn Saturday during the Sesquicentennial
Bash at Gregory Park in Brainerd.

BY THERESA BOURKE
BRAINERD DISPATCH
Yard games fit for Paul Bunyan himself filled Gregory Park Saturday as community
members celebrated Brainerd’s sesquicentennial with a party.
Visitors tried their luck at giant versions of Jenga, Yahtzee — or “Yardzee” — and ladder
golf, while the Legacy Chorale filled the park with music, and Stage North Theatre Co.
debuted excerpts of their upcoming show: “Paul Bunyan: The Man, The Myth, The
Musical.”
In between numbers, Stage North performers Jenny Kiffmeyer, Susan Heffron and
Isabel Pence played a high-stakes game of giant Jenga, anxiously waiting for the tipsy
tower to fall every time they removed a brick.
Kids entertained themselves with activities like a bouncy house, giant building blocks

from Region Five’s WonderTrek Children’s Museum and a bird nest-building challenge
from the Northland Arboretum.
While out at the park for a girls day, 8-year-old Falan Dobis and her mom Fran had fun
painting a wooden Brainerd Warriors sign at the Signature Signs tent, where visitors
could buy decorative Minnesota-themed signs or make their own out of various
templates.
As they worked, the Dobises talked about how much they love their neighbors and
community in the Brainerd area.
Meanwhile, 8-year-old Vittoria Harrison was glued to the giant fish tank sitting in the
back of a Department of Natural Resources truck. David Lockwood, of the DNR
Fisheries office in the Brainerd, pointed out the various types of fish — crappies,
bullfin, pumpkin seed sunfish and a walleye, to name a few — to curious passersby.
Harrison pointed out all the fish she recognized and was quick to say her favorite thing
about the Brainerd area is all the fishing she gets to do with her grandpa.
Food trucks and a Girl Scout cookie stand satisfied visitors’ taste buds, and sticks of
sidewalk chalk sat available for a more lowkey activity, as kids doodled on the ground
and decorated outlines of Brainerd’s historic water tower, stenciled on the ground with
chalk.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/DispatchTheresa.

A letter to Brainerd residents in 2171
GUEST OPINION

DAVE BADEAUX
Mayor of Brainerd

Dear future citizens of Brainerd, I write to you as a part of the Brainerd
Sesquicentennial Celebration. This letter, although also being read by those in my time,
is meant to be sealed away in a time capsule to be opened in yours. One hundred and
fifty years is an extremely long amount of time and many things will, of course, change.
However, my letter is not meant to try and predict those things that will be, but rather
to try and paint a clearer picture of things as they currently are.
I am humbly honored to represent the City of Brainerd as its mayor. We are a city that
is full of generations of history.
We are a city that has seen ups and downs over its existence, but we are also a city with
a strong foundation from which we continue to build. As we place this marker in our
timeline, we do so not as a bookend, but as a measuring stick from which we will
continue to gauge our future success.
My message to you is simple.
Beware of the historian who molds the past in their own image. In our time we face a
great challenge. We have been told that we are divided. We have been convinced that
there is little hope these two sides will ever see eye to eye. And yet, that is not the case
in our day to day lives. For the most part we are neighbors. We pass one another on the
street and our children play next to each other in the park.

I will be quick to say that the world we live in is full of injustice. People are not treated
as equal on many levels, and that needs to change. However, that is not what defines
us. We are more than the sum of algorithms that filter our connections and define the
world we are allowed to see. When we step out our doors and put down our devices and
screens we see a different world. One where your average citizen is not embroiled in
political strife, but rather one where we hold the door for the person behind us or nod
in appreciation when the reverse is done for us in return.
That division does not come from one single side, but rather is enacted equally in an
effort to keep us from realizing that we are closer in connection to one another than we
are to the extremes that keep us easier to contain. What I urge you is this — set down
your current method of control and stand up against those who would further the
division in your time as I know we will do in ours. Also, don’t let them ruin pizza.

