HISTORY HERO HONORED
Fert Faust is 2021 Outstanding Citizen of the Year

Photos by Steve Kohls / Brainerd DIspatch
Carl “Fert” Faust, center, is surprised to be named Brainerd’s 2021 Outstanding
Citizen of the Year during a presentation Tuesday at Visit Brainerd. Also pictured is
Brainerd Community Action Executive Director and Mayor Dave Badeaux, right, and
Faust’s granddaughter Olivia Mueller.

Carl “Fert” Faust has a passion for the area’s history and sharing it with others.

BY THERESA BOURKE
BRAINERD DISPATCH
Carl Faust was bummed when he didn’t get to do a Brainerd History Walk Tuesday,
Sept. 28.
More commonly known around town as Fert, Faust went to Visit Brainerd Tuesday
afternoon under the impression he was going to be a tour guide for a family reunion
group from Illinois. Instead, he was surprised with the news of being named the 2021
Outstanding Citizen of the Year.
Friends and family members who had been hiding in the back of the Visit Brainerd
store trickled out as Faust spoke about Brainerd’s recent sesquicentennial celebration
after being told the city was working on a video to wrap up last week’s festivities.
As Faust talked of Brainerd’s history, his love for the city and its rich past became
apparent, revealing a glimpse of why he earned the Distinguished Service Awards top
honor.
A partnership between Brainerd Community Action and the Brainerd Jaycees, the

Distinguished Service Awards honor outstanding residents and organizations in
various categories, including nonprofit, volunteer, community service and — of course
— citizen of the year.
It was Faust’s passion for history and for Brainerd itself that made him this year’s
choice.
“I’m just blown away by the Citizen of the Year because what I am doing here, to me, is
just natural and is just plain fun and what I like to do,” Faust said.
Faust was a key component of establishing Brainerd’s downtown history walks in 2006,
taking tour groups throughout the city and explaining the historical significance of
various buildings and other locations. He served as co-chair of the first Brainerd
History Week in 2014 and has been involved in the annual event ever since.
Among his projects this year was finding the city’s uninstalled 1971 centennial plaques
and getting them reinstalled around town, along with other informational signs.
Faust also runs a website — fertfaust. wixsite.com/brainerdhistory — where he shares
his knowledge of Brainerd’s history.
“He truly wants every person to love Brainerd as much as he does,” a nomination letter
for Faust stated. “Fert does all these things with enthusiasm and a sense of humor,
making history FUN! Fert is also a character. He is proud to be a member of the elite
team of Grand Elbows. He is the ‘go to guy’ when you need historical information.
He is a collector of many things and especially loves bricks and lanterns. And I don’t
think he has ever gone a day without wearing his Grain Belt Beer belt buckle. His
personal quirks and community passion make him the ideal candidate for Citizen of the
Year.”
Holly Holm, destination services specialist at Visit Brainerd, spoke of a participant on a
recent history walk tour who said Faust was an amazing tour guide and had apparent
passion.
“I think that sums it up,” Holm said. “... We just want to say thank you for all that you
do.
We know that you are heavily involved behind the scenes — probably a thankless job a
lot of the time — but we are all here today to say thank you.”
For Faust, who was disappointed not to be giving a history tour Tuesday and joked he
would do it anyway whether anyone followed or not, said he has already gotten all the
thanks he needs.
“My thanks is all those poles we’ve got in the ground with history markers,” he said.
A Distinguished Service Awards banquet to honor this year’s winners is set for Oct.
21.

Historic tower symbolizes city
‘Paul Bunyan’s flashlight’ was one of 1st of its kind

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
A red sun caused by smoky haze starts to set July 30, behind the historic Brainerd
water tower.

BY FRANK LEE
BRAINERD DISPATCH
Brainerd’s historic water tower is unmistakable to those who have seen it, and the
landmark’s connection to the city of Brainerd and its past is undeniable.
The historic water tower, which celebrated its 100th birthday in December 2020, sits
on the corner of Washington and Sixth streets in downtown Brainerd. The structure
has become a city icon, welcoming passersby to Brainerd and representing the city on
its official seal.
Among the state’s more than 1,400 listings on the National Register of Historic Places,
there are at least 11 water towers, “nominated to the list because of their engineering,

public-works, architectural and community-planning significance,” according to author
Marilyn Ziebarth.
Brainerd’s tower was erected after World War I and was one of the first constructed
with poured-in-place concrete, according to Ziebarth, and it was built to the design
specifications of St. Paul engineer L. P.
Wolff. It served continuously until 1958.
“The 141-foot, 300,000-gallon edifice, erected next to the Northern Pacific Railroad
tracks in conjunction with a new water-pumping station and wells, made Brainerd’s
system one of the most modern and efficient of its time,” Ziebarth wrote.
Back in 2018, the city council set aside $300,000 for the tower — the cost estimated to
tear it down if funds couldn’t be raised to save it.
“We’ve raised about $67,000, plus we’ve got some grants,” said Paul Skogen, chair of
the Save the Historic Brainerd Water Tower Committee.
“We’re trying to get it over $100,000 for our purposes, and then the grant is with the
city of Brainerd for $161,000, plus or minus.”
The committee was originally given two years — until October 2020 — to raise the
money to fund what was thought at the time to be $1.6-$3 million worth of
renovations.
The estimated price tag of adding a synthetic rubber roof and catch basin for drainage,
along with restoring the windows and steel staircase, tuckpointing the brick around the
windows and relocating the flagpoles, is $324,086.
“It was the first all-concrete elevated tank used by a municipality in the United States.
It came to be widely known from being pictured on postcards, maps and letterheads,”
according to the “Centennial Edition of the Brainerd Daily Dispatch (1871-1971).”
The tower served until 1959 when a new 1,000,000-gallon tank was constructed at a
cost of about $175,000, according to the publication.
It was drained in 1960.
“The base was poured and the scaffolding built for the bowl in two months, from midAugust to mid-October of 1919. The bowl was poured the following spring, and
stuccoing applied that summer,” according to the Crow Wing County Historical Society.
Ziebarth wrote, “Pipestone’s water tower is a near twin of Brainerd’s … and it remains
an important feature of the town skyline.”
The Pipestone water tower was constructed in 1920 and was also designed by Wolff, the
engineer behind Brainerd’s water tower, according to Ziebarth, and the Pipestone water
tower was 140 feet tall, had a capacity of 150,000 gallons and served continuously until
1973.

The city council began talking about the tower’s future in 2018, a discussion prompted
by large chunks of stucco falling to the ground. A small piece of fallen stucco that
symbolizes its need for repairs was included in a time capsule, which is planned to be
opened on Brainerd’s 300th anniversary.
The larger-than-life manmade landmark has been dubbed “Paul Bunyan’s flashlight” by
some because of its resemblance to the illuminating handheld device, while others have
voiced their concern that it is a safety hazard and think it’s an eyesore.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@ brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.

Debating downtown snowplowing
Business owners diverge on value of early service

Theresa Bourke / Brainerd Dispatch
Downtown Brainerd business owner Lois Hensel, accompanied by husband Steve,
talks to the Brainerd City Council about the city’s downtown special services district
and associated fees.

BY THERESA BOURKE
BRAINERD DISPATCH
Do the costs of early snow removal in downtown Brainerd outweigh the benefits? Some
business owners say they do, while another says they do not.
Lois Hensel, owner of Loidé Oils and Vinegars, a business that opened this year on
Laurel Street by E.L. Menk Jewelers, brought forth concerns to the Brainerd City
Council over the cost of assessments for the city’s downtown special services district
and asked the city council to revisit its policy.
Property owners within that area are assessed each year for costs related to snow

removal, landscaping and garbage pickup in downtown receptacles. The special
services district has been in place since 1990.
For snow removal, downtown property owners pay 53.42% of the costs for streets and
alleys and 100% for sidewalks. The city pays the remainder of the cost for streets and
alleys and 100% for parking lots. For 2020-21, that amounts to $24,146.31 assessed to
private property owners for snow removal. Costs are assessed to property owners on a
front footage basis, with the 2020-21 rate amounting to about $8.80 per foot.
Paying a contractor for these services assures snow will be removed right away in the
morning after heavy snow events, city officials said.
Hensel spoke before the Brainerd City Council’s safety and public works committee
Sept. 20 and again to the full council Monday about her concerns.
“The service of having snow removed earlier does not outweigh these costs,” Hensel
said Monday. “So if the snow has to be plowed into the middle of the road, and it stays
there for 10 hours, it’s not going to make a difference.
Traffic’s going to still move.”
And as far as the landscaping, Hensel said that is a benefit to every person who visits
and shops in downtown Brainerd, yet business owners are the ones paying for it.
As a business operator who also owns her own building, Hensel said she does not get
help with these fees like landlords and others who rent out their buildings do. Based on
her business’ operations since opening on June 1, she said she would have to be open
an additional 40 days per year just to pay for the special assessment costs.
“So it makes me wonder, is it a smart choice to have a business down in the city of
Brainerd?” she asked the council. “I mean, I came down here in hopes to revitalize that
building, bring it back to its former glory, bring more dollars into the community, bring
in the professional appliances because we’re sending people down to the Cities for
something that we can offer here and get people in your city.”
Hensel also questioned the city’s methods of retaining a contractor for downtown snow
removal, as the city typically only receives a quote from one company — Tom’s
Backhoe, which increases prices by 5% every year.
City Engineer and Public Works Director Paul Sandy said the city solicits bids from
about six contractors each year, the majority of which say they know they cannot
compete with the prices offered by Tom’s Backhoe and therefore do not want to put the
time into drafting a proposal they know will not be chosen.
Sandy told the safety and public works committee in September that last winter’s costs
for snow removal were about $450 per block.
For city staff to take on that task — with overtime paid to employees — Sandy said the
cost would be about $210 per block, which is 46.67% of $450 and roughly the city’s
share of the current arrangement. If city employees took on the work, there would be

no guarantee it would get done right away in the morning as it currently does with a
contractor.
Two other downtown business owners spoke Monday to the importance of having that
snow removed early.
Both Marie Kirsch, owner of Knotty Pine Bakery, and Brenda Billman-Arndt, owner of
Purple Fern Bath Co., said that a re-evaluation of the city’s special services district
could be a good idea after 30 years but agreed snow removal and landscaping services
are vital to downtown.
“Patrons coming downtown need to feel that it is accessible, clean and safe when they
come,” Billman-Arndt said.
Though she does not own her building and does not directly pay for the special
assessments, Kirsch said early snow removal is invaluable for her business, which
opens at 7:30 a.m. every morning.
“I just can’t see myself out there having to do additional snow maintenance and stuff
like that, so for me, I highly value that,” Kirsch said, noting streets plowed early could
mean the difference between customers going to Knotty Pine right away in the morning
versus going to a bigger store like Cub Foods.
“I want to make it easy for shoppers to choose shopping locally,” she said.
Having flowers and other landscaping is also a draw to her business and the downtown
area in general, Kirsch said, and something she does not have time to do herself as a
business owner.
Council member Gabe Johnson reminded the public the downtown special services
district is not just an ordinance that was created 30 years ago and never looked at.
Every year, the city hosts a public hearing for assessments for property owners in the
special services district.
The council authorized those assessments for 2020-21 at its last meeting in September
and will host the public hearing at its next meeting Oct. 18, when the issue will again
come before the council.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/DispatchTheresa.

Council seeks balance in sober home
regulations, fair housing mandates

Theresa Bourke / Brainerd Dispatch
The existence of two sober homes on Tyrol Drive in northwest Brainerd have sparked
concern and conversations among residents of the neighborhood.

BY THERESA BOURKE
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Sober home regulations — or the absence thereof — were the topic of discussion once
again amongst the Brainerd City Council and residents of Tyrol Drive.
With two sober homes in the small 26-house cul-de-sac of Tyrol Drive in northwest
Brainerd, residents are concerned about the noise and excess traffic the facilities bring
and worry about more popping up. Recent action by the city’s planning commission,
they say, is not enough to quell their anxieties.
“We just felt like the other 24 residents were totally dismissed, like we never existed,

because of the results that came out of the planning commission on this last goaround,” Tyrol Drive resident Steve Suer told the council Monday, Oct.
4.
When concerns initially arose earlier this year, the council sent the item to the planning
commission, directing that body to work with City Attorney Joe Langel to determine
what kinds of regulations the city is allowed to put in place. As those recovering from
chemical dependency are considered disabled under the Federal Fair Housing Act,
municipalities must make reasonable accommodations for the facilities, broadly
protecting sober homes from local government control.
After extensive research and discussion, the planning commission brought forth a
recommendation for the council to put in place request for reasonable accommodation
forms. These forms do not put any regulatory burden on sober homes but formalize a
process by which operators of sober homes request accommodation from city code and
help staff determine that a proposed sober home is genuinely a sober home and not an
effort of someone simply trying to work around city code.
“This was a deep exploration, a lot of questioning, a lot of exploring boundaries, trying
to be clear about different scenarios and how that would work in the city of Brainerd,
and I think we left no stone unturned on how our ordinance could be used as written
today,” Planning Commission Chair Mike Duval told the council Monday.
“And the gist of that is that we came back really with the approach that’s being
presented tonight, which is that the rental ordinance would be the sensible action there
and that the tool that was developed is borrowed from other communities.”
The first form developed by the planning commission is for landlords to request
reasonable accommodations under the Federal Fair Housing Act. The second is unique
to sober homes, making sure the facility checks off all the pertinent boxes and is, in
fact, a sober home.
While these forms may be a step in the right direction, they are not enough, according
to the residents of Tyrol Drive.
The forms, Suer said, are only good for one thing though, which is putting
accountability on landlords. The other issues that came with the two existing sober
homes still persist.
Suer and other neighbors said there is an excess of on-street parking, making the road
hard to navigate, especially in the winter when snow piles up, and causing worry about
whether a kid might pop out from between the vehicles.
People also drive way too fast through the neighborhood, Suer said, making it a hazard
for the children that live there.
“They don’t feel safe anymore,” Suer said of many of his neighbors, all of whom
previously signed a petition presented to the city council, requesting no more sober
homes be placed on Tyrol Drive.

“And I don’t want that to be construed as me disparaging any one of the people that are
involved in a recovery program because, again, because the intent … is wonderful. But
let’s figure out what’s going to best accommodate them (those in recovery) and the
people that live in the residences right now.”
Lastly, with some of the residents of the sober homes having recently come from jail,
Suer said he believes the neighborhood has the right to know what those people were in
jail for and whether there could be an issue there.
“I think we as a neighborhood have the right to know who lives in our neighborhood,”
he said.
“It’s as simple as that.”
Dale Anselment said he would like to see the speed limit on Tyrol Drive lowered to 25
mph and on-street parking not allowed in the winter.
He added there are many motorcycles, driven by residents of the sober homes, that are
excessively loud and cause windows to vibrate.
Bruce Janowiec said he understands the philosophy behind sober homes and is no
stranger to loved ones experiencing chemical addiction. But the problem, he said, is too
many sober homes concentrated in one area and asked the council to be proactive in
preventing bigger problems before they arise.
Ann Richardson, who said she is one of Tyrol Drive’s oldest residents, spoke of how the
neighborhood was completely single-family residential when she moved in, but that is
no longer the case. With two sober homes there already, she said she and her neighbors
are concerned about the possibility of a third and what that could do to their property
values.
“Our houses are going to be worth very little by the time we get two, three, four, how
many sober houses. ... So we have that concern — not only the young families that are
coming in — but the worth of the neighborhood, so please keep that in mind. I don’t
know how you would like to have three or four sober houses in your own neighborhood,
but please consider that,” Richardson told the council.
After the council agreed earlier in the meeting to put together a subcommittee to
address street lighting in the issue, Tyrol resident Sharon Janowiec asked if lighting is
more important than the safety and welfare of citizens in C her neighborhood.
M Lorraine Bemis said she believes the residents of Y Tyrol Drive should have CM been
consulted before the sober homes were built in their neighborhood.
Regulations
While city code says no more than four unrelated people can live in a single-family
rental dwelling, the Fair Housing Act overrides that. Facilities like sober homes,
though, do still have to comply with the building code’s specified ratio of bedroom sizes

to the number of occupants.
Some cities — like St.
Paul — regulate how close sober homes can be to one another, though Langel said those
regulations took three years worth of work and studies to come to fruition for St. Paul.
As far as those coming out of jail, Langel said there is no requirement for neighborhood
notification except in the case of sex offenders. But criminal records, he added, are
public record.
Any restrictions the city were to impose on sober homes, Langel said, would have to be
able to hold up in court, were a lawsuit filed regarding the Federal Fair Housing Act.
“I understand everything that’s being said.
I totally understand the frustrations, the anxieties, the concerns, but on the other hand,
the city is required to not impose regulations that violate the Fair Housing Act as
interpreted by a federal court,” Langel said. “It’s that balancing act to find that middle
ground, and that’s challenging. From my perspective, we want to do what the citizens
request to the extent possible without exposing the city to liability under federal law.”
Police Chief Mike Bestul said the safety concerns brought forth by residents worry him
because he is not aware of a high volume of calls on Tyrol Drive. If he was, he said he
would have ordered extra patrols in that area.
He urged residents to call the police if there is a problem and promised officers would
stop over Tuesday to look at the parking situation.
“I’m more than willing to listen to you,” Bestul told the residents. “I think I’ve heard
enough already, so we will come up with some strategies, and we’ll take care of them.
But please call when something is going on, especially the safety of the children.”
Council action To answer one concern, council member Mike O’Day said neighborhood
safety is obviously more important than streetlights and said he would support some
sort of regulations on sober homes, whether it be the distance between them or
concentration in specific neighborhoods.
After the council agreed to put the planning commission’s recommended forms in
place, council member Gabe Johnson said he would still like to see more regulations,
including the changing of speed limits or on-street parking.
While a change in speed limit would require a traffic study and authorization from the
state, City Engineer and Public Works Director Paul Sandy said he would be 100% on
board with eliminating on-street parking on Tyrol Drive in the winter.
Council President Kelly Bevans agreed the request forms are a first step but said they
do not address the concerns residents brought forth.
Mayor Dave Badeaux said distancing restrictions are probably a good idea, but added

that there are, in fact, sober homes in his neighborhood in north Brainerd, and they are
facilities that are very essential to the community.
However, just because the one he toured was well-maintained with fantastic individuals
living there does not mean that the next one would be well-maintained and have the
same type of people. He said the city should continue addressing concerns and find a
solution that works for everyone.
The council ultimately agreed to send the sober house issue back to the safety and
public works committee to put a plan together to present at the next council meeting.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchTheresa.

Historic tower symbolizes city
‘Paul Bunyan’s flashlight’ was one of 1st of its kind
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A red sun caused by smoky haze starts to set July 30, behind the historic Brainerd
water tower.

BY FRANK LEE
BRAINERD DISPATCH
Brainerd’s historic water tower is unmistakable to those who have seen it, and the
landmark’s connection to the city of Brainerd and its past is undeniable.
The historic water tower, which celebrated its 100th birthday in December 2020, sits
on the corner of Washington and Sixth streets in downtown Brainerd. The structure
has become a city icon, welcoming passersby to Brainerd and representing the city on
its official seal.
Among the state’s more than 1,400 listings on the National Register of Historic Places,
there are at least 11 water towers, “nominated to the list because of their engineering,

public-works, architectural and community-planning significance,” according to author
Marilyn Ziebarth.
Brainerd’s tower was erected after World War I and was one of the first constructed
with poured-in-place concrete, according to Ziebarth, and it was built to the design
specifications of St. Paul engineer L. P.
Wolff. It served continuously until 1958.
“The 141-foot, 300,000-gallon edifice, erected next to the Northern Pacific Railroad
tracks in conjunction with a new water-pumping station and wells, made Brainerd’s
system one of the most modern and efficient of its time,” Ziebarth wrote.
Back in 2018, the city council set aside $300,000 for the tower — the cost estimated to
tear it down if funds couldn’t be raised to save it.
“We’ve raised about $67,000, plus we’ve got some grants,” said Paul Skogen, chair of
the Save the Historic Brainerd Water Tower Committee.
“We’re trying to get it over $100,000 for our purposes, and then the grant is with the
city of Brainerd for $161,000, plus or minus.”
The committee was originally given two years — until October 2020 — to raise the
money to fund what was thought at the time to be $1.6-$3 million worth of
renovations.
The estimated price tag of adding a synthetic rubber roof and catch basin for drainage,
along with restoring the windows and steel staircase, tuckpointing the brick around the
windows and relocating the flagpoles, is $324,086.
“It was the first all-concrete elevated tank used by a municipality in the United States.
It came to be widely known from being pictured on postcards, maps and letterheads,”
according to the “Centennial Edition of the Brainerd Daily Dispatch (1871-1971).”
The tower served until 1959 when a new 1,000,000-gallon tank was constructed at a
cost of about $175,000, according to the publication.
It was drained in 1960.
“The base was poured and the scaffolding built for the bowl in two months, from midAugust to mid-October of 1919. The bowl was poured the following spring, and
stuccoing applied that summer,” according to the Crow Wing County Historical Society.
Ziebarth wrote, “Pipestone’s water tower is a near twin of Brainerd’s … and it remains
an important feature of the town skyline.”
The Pipestone water tower was constructed in 1920 and was also designed by Wolff, the
engineer behind Brainerd’s water tower, according to Ziebarth, and the Pipestone water
tower was 140 feet tall, had a capacity of 150,000 gallons and served continuously until
1973.

The city council began talking about the tower’s future in 2018, a discussion prompted
by large chunks of stucco falling to the ground. A small piece of fallen stucco that
symbolizes its need for repairs was included in a time capsule, which is planned to be
opened on Brainerd’s 300th anniversary.
The larger-than-life manmade landmark has been dubbed “Paul Bunyan’s flashlight” by
some because of its resemblance to the illuminating handheld device, while others have
voiced their concern that it is a safety hazard and think it’s an eyesore.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@ brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.
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Downtown Brainerd business owner Lois Hensel, accompanied by husband Steve,
talks to the Brainerd City Council about the city’s downtown special services district
and associated fees.
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Do the costs of early snow removal in downtown Brainerd outweigh the benefits? Some
business owners say they do, while another says they do not.
Lois Hensel, owner of Loidé Oils and Vinegars, a business that opened this year on
Laurel Street by E.L. Menk Jewelers, brought forth concerns to the Brainerd City
Council over the cost of assessments for the city’s downtown special services district
and asked the city council to revisit its policy.
Property owners within that area are assessed each year for costs related to snow

removal, landscaping and garbage pickup in downtown receptacles. The special
services district has been in place since 1990.
For snow removal, downtown property owners pay 53.42% of the costs for streets and
alleys and 100% for sidewalks. The city pays the remainder of the cost for streets and
alleys and 100% for parking lots. For 2020-21, that amounts to $24,146.31 assessed to
private property owners for snow removal. Costs are assessed to property owners on a
front footage basis, with the 2020-21 rate amounting to about $8.80 per foot.
Paying a contractor for these services assures snow will be removed right away in the
morning after heavy snow events, city officials said.
Hensel spoke before the Brainerd City Council’s safety and public works committee
Sept. 20 and again to the full council Monday about her concerns.
“The service of having snow removed earlier does not outweigh these costs,” Hensel
said Monday. “So if the snow has to be plowed into the middle of the road, and it stays
there for 10 hours, it’s not going to make a difference.
Traffic’s going to still move.”
And as far as the landscaping, Hensel said that is a benefit to every person who visits
and shops in downtown Brainerd, yet business owners are the ones paying for it.
As a business operator who also owns her own building, Hensel said she does not get
help with these fees like landlords and others who rent out their buildings do. Based on
her business’ operations since opening on June 1, she said she would have to be open
an additional 40 days per year just to pay for the special assessment costs.
“So it makes me wonder, is it a smart choice to have a business down in the city of
Brainerd?” she asked the council. “I mean, I came down here in hopes to revitalize that
building, bring it back to its former glory, bring more dollars into the community, bring
in the professional appliances because we’re sending people down to the Cities for
something that we can offer here and get people in your city.”
Hensel also questioned the city’s methods of retaining a contractor for downtown snow
removal, as the city typically only receives a quote from one company — Tom’s
Backhoe, which increases prices by 5% every year.
City Engineer and Public Works Director Paul Sandy said the city solicits bids from
about six contractors each year, the majority of which say they know they cannot
compete with the prices offered by Tom’s Backhoe and therefore do not want to put the
time into drafting a proposal they know will not be chosen.
Sandy told the safety and public works committee in September that last winter’s costs
for snow removal were about $450 per block.
For city staff to take on that task — with overtime paid to employees — Sandy said the
cost would be about $210 per block, which is 46.67% of $450 and roughly the city’s
share of the current arrangement. If city employees took on the work, there would be

no guarantee it would get done right away in the morning as it currently does with a
contractor.
Two other downtown business owners spoke Monday to the importance of having that
snow removed early.
Both Marie Kirsch, owner of Knotty Pine Bakery, and Brenda Billman-Arndt, owner of
Purple Fern Bath Co., said that a re-evaluation of the city’s special services district
could be a good idea after 30 years but agreed snow removal and landscaping services
are vital to downtown.
“Patrons coming downtown need to feel that it is accessible, clean and safe when they
come,” Billman-Arndt said.
Though she does not own her building and does not directly pay for the special
assessments, Kirsch said early snow removal is invaluable for her business, which
opens at 7:30 a.m. every morning.
“I just can’t see myself out there having to do additional snow maintenance and stuff
like that, so for me, I highly value that,” Kirsch said, noting streets plowed early could
mean the difference between customers going to Knotty Pine right away in the morning
versus going to a bigger store like Cub Foods.
“I want to make it easy for shoppers to choose shopping locally,” she said.
Having flowers and other landscaping is also a draw to her business and the downtown
area in general, Kirsch said, and something she does not have time to do herself as a
business owner.
Council member Gabe Johnson reminded the public the downtown special services
district is not just an ordinance that was created 30 years ago and never looked at.
Every year, the city hosts a public hearing for assessments for property owners in the
special services district.
The council authorized those assessments for 2020-21 at its last meeting in September
and will host the public hearing at its next meeting Oct. 18, when the issue will again
come before the council.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/DispatchTheresa.
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Sober home regulations — or the absence thereof — were the topic of discussion once
again amongst the Brainerd City Council and residents of Tyrol Drive.
With two sober homes in the small 26-house cul-de-sac of Tyrol Drive in northwest
Brainerd, residents are concerned about the noise and excess traffic the facilities bring
and worry about more popping up. Recent action by the city’s planning commission,
they say, is not enough to quell their anxieties.
“We just felt like the other 24 residents were totally dismissed, like we never existed,

because of the results that came out of the planning commission on this last goaround,” Tyrol Drive resident Steve Suer told the council Monday, Oct.
4.
When concerns initially arose earlier this year, the council sent the item to the planning
commission, directing that body to work with City Attorney Joe Langel to determine
what kinds of regulations the city is allowed to put in place. As those recovering from
chemical dependency are considered disabled under the Federal Fair Housing Act,
municipalities must make reasonable accommodations for the facilities, broadly
protecting sober homes from local government control.
After extensive research and discussion, the planning commission brought forth a
recommendation for the council to put in place request for reasonable accommodation
forms. These forms do not put any regulatory burden on sober homes but formalize a
process by which operators of sober homes request accommodation from city code and
help staff determine that a proposed sober home is genuinely a sober home and not an
effort of someone simply trying to work around city code.
“This was a deep exploration, a lot of questioning, a lot of exploring boundaries, trying
to be clear about different scenarios and how that would work in the city of Brainerd,
and I think we left no stone unturned on how our ordinance could be used as written
today,” Planning Commission Chair Mike Duval told the council Monday.
“And the gist of that is that we came back really with the approach that’s being
presented tonight, which is that the rental ordinance would be the sensible action there
and that the tool that was developed is borrowed from other communities.”
The first form developed by the planning commission is for landlords to request
reasonable accommodations under the Federal Fair Housing Act. The second is unique
to sober homes, making sure the facility checks off all the pertinent boxes and is, in
fact, a sober home.
While these forms may be a step in the right direction, they are not enough, according
to the residents of Tyrol Drive.
The forms, Suer said, are only good for one thing though, which is putting
accountability on landlords. The other issues that came with the two existing sober
homes still persist.
Suer and other neighbors said there is an excess of on-street parking, making the road
hard to navigate, especially in the winter when snow piles up, and causing worry about
whether a kid might pop out from between the vehicles.
People also drive way too fast through the neighborhood, Suer said, making it a hazard
for the children that live there.
“They don’t feel safe anymore,” Suer said of many of his neighbors, all of whom
previously signed a petition presented to the city council, requesting no more sober
homes be placed on Tyrol Drive.

“And I don’t want that to be construed as me disparaging any one of the people that are
involved in a recovery program because, again, because the intent … is wonderful. But
let’s figure out what’s going to best accommodate them (those in recovery) and the
people that live in the residences right now.”
Lastly, with some of the residents of the sober homes having recently come from jail,
Suer said he believes the neighborhood has the right to know what those people were in
jail for and whether there could be an issue there.
“I think we as a neighborhood have the right to know who lives in our neighborhood,”
he said.
“It’s as simple as that.”
Dale Anselment said he would like to see the speed limit on Tyrol Drive lowered to 25
mph and on-street parking not allowed in the winter.
He added there are many motorcycles, driven by residents of the sober homes, that are
excessively loud and cause windows to vibrate.
Bruce Janowiec said he understands the philosophy behind sober homes and is no
stranger to loved ones experiencing chemical addiction. But the problem, he said, is too
many sober homes concentrated in one area and asked the council to be proactive in
preventing bigger problems before they arise.
Ann Richardson, who said she is one of Tyrol Drive’s oldest residents, spoke of how the
neighborhood was completely single-family residential when she moved in, but that is
no longer the case. With two sober homes there already, she said she and her neighbors
are concerned about the possibility of a third and what that could do to their property
values.
“Our houses are going to be worth very little by the time we get two, three, four, how
many sober houses. ... So we have that concern — not only the young families that are
coming in — but the worth of the neighborhood, so please keep that in mind. I don’t
know how you would like to have three or four sober houses in your own neighborhood,
but please consider that,” Richardson told the council.
After the council agreed earlier in the meeting to put together a subcommittee to
address street lighting in the issue, Tyrol resident Sharon Janowiec asked if lighting is
more important than the safety and welfare of citizens in C her neighborhood.
M Lorraine Bemis said she believes the residents of Y Tyrol Drive should have CM been
consulted before the sober homes were built in their neighborhood.
Regulations
While city code says no more than four unrelated people can live in a single-family
rental dwelling, the Fair Housing Act overrides that. Facilities like sober homes,
though, do still have to comply with the building code’s specified ratio of bedroom sizes

to the number of occupants.
Some cities — like St.
Paul — regulate how close sober homes can be to one another, though Langel said those
regulations took three years worth of work and studies to come to fruition for St. Paul.
As far as those coming out of jail, Langel said there is no requirement for neighborhood
notification except in the case of sex offenders. But criminal records, he added, are
public record.
Any restrictions the city were to impose on sober homes, Langel said, would have to be
able to hold up in court, were a lawsuit filed regarding the Federal Fair Housing Act.
“I understand everything that’s being said.
I totally understand the frustrations, the anxieties, the concerns, but on the other hand,
the city is required to not impose regulations that violate the Fair Housing Act as
interpreted by a federal court,” Langel said. “It’s that balancing act to find that middle
ground, and that’s challenging. From my perspective, we want to do what the citizens
request to the extent possible without exposing the city to liability under federal law.”
Police Chief Mike Bestul said the safety concerns brought forth by residents worry him
because he is not aware of a high volume of calls on Tyrol Drive. If he was, he said he
would have ordered extra patrols in that area.
He urged residents to call the police if there is a problem and promised officers would
stop over Tuesday to look at the parking situation.
“I’m more than willing to listen to you,” Bestul told the residents. “I think I’ve heard
enough already, so we will come up with some strategies, and we’ll take care of them.
But please call when something is going on, especially the safety of the children.”
Council action To answer one concern, council member Mike O’Day said neighborhood
safety is obviously more important than streetlights and said he would support some
sort of regulations on sober homes, whether it be the distance between them or
concentration in specific neighborhoods.
After the council agreed to put the planning commission’s recommended forms in
place, council member Gabe Johnson said he would still like to see more regulations,
including the changing of speed limits or on-street parking.
While a change in speed limit would require a traffic study and authorization from the
state, City Engineer and Public Works Director Paul Sandy said he would be 100% on
board with eliminating on-street parking on Tyrol Drive in the winter.
Council President Kelly Bevans agreed the request forms are a first step but said they
do not address the concerns residents brought forth.
Mayor Dave Badeaux said distancing restrictions are probably a good idea, but added

that there are, in fact, sober homes in his neighborhood in north Brainerd, and they are
facilities that are very essential to the community.
However, just because the one he toured was well-maintained with fantastic individuals
living there does not mean that the next one would be well-maintained and have the
same type of people. He said the city should continue addressing concerns and find a
solution that works for everyone.
The council ultimately agreed to send the sober house issue back to the safety and
public works committee to put a plan together to present at the next council meeting.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchTheresa.

City honors community member of
month
Devine Johnson recognized for planning efforts

Theresa Bourke / Brainerd Dispatch
Mary Devine Johnson, center, receives a Community Member of the Month award
from council member Tiffany Stenglein and Mayor Dave Badeaux.
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Mary Devine Johnson, executive director at Visit Brainerd, is the city’s Community
Member of the Month for October.
The city council presented Johnson with the award during their meeting Monday, Oct.
4, thanking her for the all the time and effort she contributed to Brainerd’s
sesquicentennial events in September.

“Mary has been deeply involved in putting together the sesquicentennial celebration
that went so well and coordinating with all of our partners and, frankly, being a great
partner herself,” said council member Tiffany Stenglein, who also helped organize
sesquicentennial activities. “... So thank you for all that you do for Brainerd, for our
community.”
A lot of behind the scenes work went into the week’s worth of events, Mayor Dave
Badeaux said, and the planning process always comes with struggles.
“I can’t say enough for yourself,” he told Johnson, “along with councilwoman Stenglein,
our wonderful city administrator, as well as Jessie (Ernster), our intern, who really
shouldered the bulk of the efforts. And I was able to be a part of that, but you guys
really picked it up amongst yourselves and ran with it, and specifically Mary. You did
such an amazing job.”
Johnson thanked Badeaux and Stenglein for their kind words after accepting a
certificate as her award.
In other business Monday, the council: Approved a temporary beer license for the
Brainerd Eagles Club for an event Oct. 9 at Memorial Park.
Authorized the sale of retired fire department equipment using the city’s public auction
site. The fire department recently replaced its 1991 engine.
Authorized Police Chief Mike Bestul to execute the 2022 Traffic Safety Enforcement
grant from the Office of Traffic Safety Towards Zero Deaths. The city is the fiscal host
for the federal funding administered by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.
The contract application with DPS for the funding requires a resolution authorizing the
police department to enter into the agreement and execute the grant.
Updated job descriptions for public works employees after creating the public works
department.
Approved an event application for the annual Zion Lutheran Church Trunk-or-Treat
event set for 4-8 p.m. Oct. 31 in the church parking lot.
Approved the final reading of an ordinance amending the city charter.
The main change is getting rid of the term “mill rate,” which refers to property taxes,
and instead using a specific percentage of the past year’s levy. No one spoke at the
public hearing for the ordinance.
Directed the safety and public works committee to work with city staff on the newly
created streetlight policy and come up with options for decorative lights.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ Dispatch Theresa.

Fire prevention friends

Harper Sherwood gives a big hug to Fire Pup Thursday during the Brainerd Fire
Department annual open house.
Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch

Riding the rails into history
Streetcar systems part of Brainerd’s early days

Contributed / Crow Wing County Historical Society
Four streetcars and the car barn sit in the background as the company’s management
gathers for the picture.

BY FRANK LEE
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Getting around town quickly, efficiently, safely and affordably proved a challenge in the
early days of Brainerd’s history.
But entrepreneurs, dreamers and city planners were among those who believed in
developing a streetcar system to move Brainerd lakes area residents from one end of
the city to another.
The Brainerd Electric Street Railway Co. had its start when Charles F. Kindred, who
lived where the parking lot of Sawmill Inn is today across from Brainerd’s historic
water tower, was granted franchises to build and operate a horse-drawn streetcar line
within the city.

“The line was built during 1886-87 from a turntable near the Northern Pacific’s
Headquarters hotel-depot … then east on Kingwood Street, across the city’s wagon
bridge (on A Street) … to a second turntable at the end of the line near the middle of
Ash and Third avenues,” according to the Minnesota Streetcar Museum.
Ties for the street railway were sawed out in August of 1887, with an estimated 3,000
ties required for the endeavor.
By September of that year, the then-new streetcars arrived at the freight depot and
included such then-modern amenities as stoves to heat them in cold weather.
“When the streetcars begin to run. you can go on a fishing excursion to the dam and
back for 10 cents,” according to the Sept. 16, 1887 edition of the Brainerd Dispatch.
Local historian Carl Faust said the establishment of a streetcar line was a sign of
progress for the 5,700 residents of Brainerd in 1890.
“They knew they were in the big time once they got their streetcar, whether it was
horsedrawn or electric,” Faust said.
Streetcars left the North Pacific depot every 40 minutes during the day, beginning at
7:20 in the morning, according to the May 18, 1888, edition of the Brainerd Dispatch.
“I don’t think we had a big enough downtown area that warranted it.
I think the very biggest thing was northeast was almost like a town in itself. And
forever.
It was rather segregated from the downtown area because of that darn ravine,” Faust
said.
John C. Luecke wrote about Brainerd’s streetcars in a publication by the Minnesota
Streetcar Museum.
“A major setback came to the horsecar line in June of 1888 when the Villard Hotel, the
anchor for the company’s trade, was consumed by fire. From then on the 1.5-mile line
did not fare well and by 1888, Kindred’s company went into receivership and he left
Brainerd for Philadelphia in disgust,” Luecke wrote.
The city ordinance granting a franchise for an electric street railway was passed in
1892.
Charles N. Parker was given a 30-year franchise and was to have a line in operation by
July of 1893 but he had to build his own power plant.
“The rate of fare for any distance within the city limits on any line of said railway, shall
not exceed five cents for each passenger with ordinary hand baggage,” according to the
city ordinance.
Carl Zapffe wrote “Brainerd 1871-1946,” which was published in 1946 by Colwell Press

Inc. of Minneapolis. He also offered background on the electric railway.
“The route of the Electric Street Railway would begin at Willow and South Sixth thence
north to Front Street; turning east at the First National Bank corner and going to
Eighth Street [Broadway]; then it would go north to Kingwood and east to the ravine,”
Zapffe wrote.
Parker erected at the ravine a private timber-trestle about 100 feet south of the city’s
wagon bridge for the 4 miles of track that continued from the end of the bridge to Third
Avenue, then north to H Street, east on H Street to Mill and north on Mill where it
ended.
“So that basically connected, you might say, two completely different areas of town,”
Faust said.
Parker erected a car barn and an electric generating powerhouse, and on the east side
of Mill Street, the Brainerd Lumber Co. and affiliates were erected and to the west of
Mill Street was the dam and the city power plant, according to Zapffe.
“If you lived on the south end of Brainerd and you wanted to get to Gilbert Lake I
suppose you’d take the streetcar, and that would get you right up to where the horse
barn was when it was horse-drawn,” Faust said of the street railway that was operating
its full length by 1895.
But Parker’s electric streetcar railway did not last.
“On (June 2) 1898, the big windstorm hit Brainerd.
It blew down both bridges over the ravine.
Parker said the street railway business did not pay, he did not replace his bridge and
sold his cars and motors and abandoned everything else,”
Zapffe wrote.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@ brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.

Gosh! Grazing goats!
Rotary Riverside Park will be host to 150+ goats this week
for buckthorn removal

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
A goat takes a bite of buckthorn leaves Thursday at Rotary Riverside Park in
Brainerd.
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A herd of more than 150 hungry goats has descended upon Rotary Riverside Park in
Brainerd — just don’t get in their way.
The Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District will use goats for a second
consecutive year to manage the invasive European buckthorn species by eating it.
“To remove this invasive species is very costly and time-intensive. Goats are a great way
to help remove buckthorn from your property,” District Manager Melissa Barrick stated

in a news release.
The Spanish goats — almost 160 of them — will graze for about a week in the park
located along the Mississippi River and south of Kiwanis Park. They will sink their teeth
into the invasive species, which the propagation and sale of is prohibited in Minnesota.
Last year, the goats grazed in three different areas in the park totaling 5.3 acres,
according to Adam Maleski, a district technician.
“Last year, for about 60 goats, they would graze roughly an acre a day,”
Maleski said. “We moved them about every two days to a new location because they ate
all the buckthorn from those areas.”
Minnesota Native Landscapes, an Otsego based ecological restoration company, again
provided the goats that arrived at the park Wednesday, Oct. 13. The project was
organized by the district, the Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department and the
Brainerd Rotary Club.
“All of the comments we got last year were very positive and people really enjoyed
them,” Maleski said. “At the Rotary Park dedication for the pavilion, multiple people
that spoke were asking about their return, so we are excited to have them back treating
invasives.”
The herd of goats will graze in two areas this year — one 6.2 acres in size and another
an acre in size — for a total of just over 7 acres, according to Maleski.
“We are also seeding native seed to get some ground cover of native plants that were
outcompeted from the buckthorn and having the goats trample that in with their
hooves,” Maleski said.
The district will plant native species to help outcompete European buckthorn.
Returning these areas to a natural state will increase forest health, provide better
habitat for wildlife and pollination, and increase recreational experiences for parkgoers, according to officials.
“Everyone loved the goats,”
Maleski said. “Not only are they full of personality, but they do a great job eating the
buckthorn so we don’t have to apply chemicals.”
According to Minnesota Native Landscapes, the benefits of grazing also include:
ecologically appropriate habitat enhancement, local and regenerative food production,
increased rate of nutrient cycling, improved water infiltration rates and targeted
vegetation management.
European buckthorn was first brought to America from Europe as a popular hedging
material, according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, but became a
nuisance plant, forming dense thickets in forests, yards, parks and roadsides.

Over the past five years, the Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District and the
Conservation Corps of Minnesota and Iowa have managed buckthorn using a cut and
spray method to remove seed trees as well as thickets too tall for grazing.
“We came in first and cut out all the seed tree buckthorn using the CCMI crew, and now
we are following that up to knock back the regeneration of buckthorn,” Maleski said.
The estimated cost for last year’s project was between $4,000 and $5,000, with funds
coming from a Minnesota Conservation Partners Legacy grant. Funds for this year’s
project will also come from the same grant program.
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855- 5863 or at frank.lee@brainerddispatch. com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter. com/DispatchFL.

Lively Building stands as icon
Building housed stable, bicycles and Hupmobiles

Contributed / Crow Wing County Historical Society
Vehicles sit parked in front of the Willis E. Lively Garage in the 500 block of Laurel
Street in downtown Brainerd in this photo from the 1920s.

BY FRANK LEE
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Unlike so much of downtown Brainerd’s architectural history that has been ravaged by
the passage of time and fires, the Lively Building lives on.
The building on Laurel Street was the corporate headquarters for Mills Fleet Farm,
which so far has a total of 47 stores in Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota
and Wisconsin.
“The first Mills Fleet Farm store in Brainerd was opened in that building, I believe, in
1955,” Ann M. Nelson, a local historian, said Friday, Oct. 15. “My mother won a Hoover
Constellation vacuum cleaner at the grand opening drawing in 1955.”
In 2019, Fleet Farm announced it would be moving to new corporate headquarters in
Appleton, Wisconsin. The Fleet Farm Group LLC purchased a 192,000-square-foot

office building so it could consolidate six of its locations under one roof while
remaining in Appleton.
But the Lively Building itself and its location in Brainerd has a long history, first as a
livery stable, and later for bicycles before becoming a sales location for Chevrolets and
Hupmobiles.
Prior to the existence of the garage on Laurel Street, Purdy’s Livery Stable was located
at 514 Laurel St. But children playing with matches started a fire in the hayloft on Sept.
26, 1916, and the stable burned to the ground, according to the Crow Wing Historical
Society.
The garage business was started by Willis E. Lively, an early bicycle repairman who had
a shop on the 700 block on Laurel Street. The Lively business was acquired by Stewart
C. Mills Sr. in 1921 after Lively moved to the 500 block of Laurel Street.
“The building’s garage door opened for business every morning by turning a large
wooden wheel, which has since become the symbol for the Mills Automotive Group and
all our dealerships,” Mills Automotive Group notes on its website.
A Ford dealership was started by E.C. Bane and Charles Stadibauer who first had a
garage at the corner of Front and Seventh streets. Their Ford Agency was acquired by
John. F. Woodhead, who bought the Ford Agency from Bane and Stadibauer in 1916.
Woodhead sold the dealership to Walter Tyrholm from whom Mills bought the
business.
The historic Lively Building, which sits at the corner of Laurel and South Sixth streets,
was expanded and remodeled in 1999, along with the then Mills Fleet Farm store in
Baxter.
The garage was built in 1919 of cement blocks, with a pressed brick front and measured
75 by 135 feet, two stories high, with a full basement. The basement provided storage
rooms for cars, the heating plant, stockroom for accessories, the radiator repair shop
and battery station.
“During World War II, the second floor of this building was used to make adapter
boosters for bombs,” Nelson said.
The main floor contained the offices along with the display and salesroom for
automobiles; car storage and the wash rack were located in the rear. The second floor
contained the repair and paint shop for cars.
“A new addition has been made on the left (of the building). It would appear that some
care was taken to match the color of the original bricks and the design of the top of the
original building has been carried into this addition,” according to the historical
society’s records of the building.
“The original storefront windows of the first story have been covered with the same
material used to cover the bricks in the Greyhound Bus Depot and the law offices to the
left. The second-story windows have been replaced but they are the same size as the

original.”
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@ brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.

PUMPKIN PARTY FUN

Kids race bouncy balls during the hippity hoppity race Saturday during the Great
Pumpkin Festival at Gregory Park in Brainerd.
Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch

City’s 1st railroad bridge collapsed
In 1875, 5 died when train fell

Contributed / Crow Wing County Historical Society Museum
Built in 1871, the Northern Pacific Railroad bridge across the Mississippi River in
Brainerd collapsed under the weight of a train on July 27, 1875.
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Brainerd’s early history and fortunes were tied to the railroad industry, which made the
1875 collapse of the Northern Pacific Railroad bridge over the Mississippi River a
tragedy.
The train’s weight on the bridge contributed to the accident on the morning of July 27.
The engineer, a fireman and several passengers perished.
The engine, nearly a dozen cars of merchandise and almost a dozen cars of steel rails
went into the river.
The 650-foot Howe- Truss railroad bridge in Brainerd consisted of three spans of 134
feet each with the center span about 60 feet above the water, according to a marker
dedicated last month during the city’s sesquicentennial celebration and designed in
part by Jeremy Jackson.
“We’re coming up on the 150th anniversary in 2025 of that and we’re trying to organize
an event where we’re bringing in family members, descendants of these individuals or
relatives, to have a memorial service at the marker,” Jackson said Thursday, Oct. 21.
Jackson is a historic investigator and researcher with the Camp Ripley Sentinel
Landscape Literature Review project team.
“There was a pier that was in the river close to the western bank.
It sank a considerable distance. … The bridge was out of alignment … and the bridge is
tilted towards the north or upstream just a little bit,” Jackson said of the all-wooden
bridge before it collapsed.
James Peterkin, an engineer; Richard Grandon, a fireman; and passengers Magdeline
Aitkin, Abbie Johnson and Buk-quan-ja died as a result of the bridge collapse; the span
from the west side of the river to the center was the portion that failed.
“The bridge had actually been condemned according to one newspaper article I found,”
Jackson said. “I think it’s very important that that’s noted.”
The tracklayers and construction train crossed the finished bridge on March 8, 1871,
according to the marker designed in part by local historians Carl Faust and Ann M.
Nelson, and three days later railroad officials and dignitaries made a round trip from
Duluth to Brainerd.
Peterkin was in charge of the train when it went into the river.
The 25-year-old from Poughkeepsie, New York, was single and worked for Northern
Pacific for many years and was characterized by accounts of the time as an “efficient,
reliable and worthy officer and man.”
“It was a poorly designed bridge. Plus, by the time it collapsed four years later (after
construction), it was an all-wooden bridge,” Jackson said.
According to “The Northern Pacific in Minnesota” by John C. Luecke about reports of

the bridge’s condemnation in 1872: “After inspecting the structure it was determined
that the first pier on the east side of the river had sunk nine inches since being
installed.”
The sesquicentennial celebration marker dedicated to the victims of the accident, the
first-responders and early railroaders who helped establish the city is located across the
street from the Brainerd Police Station and behind the fire department.
“The wreck is described as frightful to behold. With the exception of the engine and the
two cars on the west bank, the entire train ... is piled in a heap in the river. The cars are
completely smashed into kindling-wood,” according to the July 29, 1875, edition of The
New York Times.
“There was no riprap and riprap is very important for any bridge.
You need to put rocks or boulders around the base of any structure,” Jackson said. “If
you go look at the Mississippi River today, even around the concrete piers of the
bridges, there’s riprap … to help avoid erosion.”
A coroner’s jury at the time found “several officials of the Northern Pacific Railroad,
whose duty it was to make an examination of the bridge as to its safety, were either
incompetent to judge of its condition or were guilty of gross neglect in not making the
necessary repairs.”
Much of the debris from the bridge collapse is still in the Mississippi River, such as
railcar debris and the freight, which included rails, and barrels of spikes and bolts,
according to Jackson, for the continuation of the westward construction of the
Northern Pacific Railroad.
“It took them 14 days to put up a temporary replacement bridge — 14 days — with no
technology.
… That one was replaced the following March,” Jackson said of the replacement bridge
built by March 31, 1876, comprised partly with steel, which lasted significantly longer.
“The disruption of rail traffic was minimal compared to what it could have been and
what you would expect based on the time.”
FRANK LEE may be reached at 218-855-5863 or at frank.lee@brainerddispatch.com.
Follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchFL.

Parking meters, higher lot fees
among proposals

Vehicles are parked on Laurel Street in downtown Brainerd on Tuesday.
Steve Kohls / Brainerd Dispatch

There’s more than enough parking in downtown Brainerd, but it isn’t managed well,
the city’s parking commission says.
Higher parking lot fees, parking meters and targeted education efforts, though, could
help solve the problem. Those suggestions were among the eight recommendations
parking commission members brought to the Brainerd City Council during a workshop
Monday, Oct. 25.
Formed last December and tasked with developing recommendations to resolve
parking-related concerns downtown, commission members have talked with business
owners, gathered community input and studied parking costs and availability.
“We worked really hard on this,” Commission Chair Kevin Yeager said during a phone
interview Tuesday, Oct. 26. “This was not a commission that just got together and drew

a bunch of ideas and said, ‘OK, let’s try this.’ We engaged the public.
We did actual studies.
We talked to neighboring towns. We had city staff look into programs, equipment, so
forth.
This was a very robust process to come up with these eight steps.”
Recommendation 1 — increased lot fees
The city leases four parking lots downtown:
► The Burlington Northern lot off Front Street behind the old Crow Wing Food Co-op,
► The alley along the north side of Shep’s on 6th and El Potro’s,
► The city hall lot on Laurel Street adjacent to Brainerd City Hall, and
► The Maple Street lot between the Brainerd Public Library and the Brainerd Post
Office.
The Burlington Northern lot annually operates at a deficit and is ultimately subsidized
by the other three. While raising just the rates of the Burlington lot would cover its cost,
the parking commission believes raising all the rates would put them closer to what the
private sector may charge for parking.
Right now, parking spots in the Burlington Northern lot cost $20 or $25 a month,
depending on location, while the Maple Street lot costs $15 and other two cost $35.
The parking commission proposed raising the rates to $45 and $55 for the Burlington
Northern lot, $25 for the Maple Street lot and $50 for the other two, along with a yearly
5% increase to keep up with inflation and ensure the parking lot fund is self-sufficient.
Revenue changes for the price increases would be as follows:
► Burlington Northern lot — increase from an annual deficit of $15,732 to a net gain of
$2,734.
► Alley — increase from $5,239 to $11,652 in revenue.
► City hall — increase from $3,394 to $4,996 in revenue.
► Maple Street — increase from $8,095 to $14,983 in revenue.
Recommendation 2 — parking meters
Parking meters are suggested between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Laurel Street between
South SIxth and South Eighth streets and on South Seventh Street between Front and
Maple streets. The first 15 minutes — or perhaps more — would be free, with drivers
incurring costs for the additional time.

One of the primary issues parking commission members reviewed is the balance of
allowing enough on-street parking time for business patrons to shop, eat and enjoy
keeping commercial and residential tenants from monopolizing the prime parking
areas.
While much of the on-street parking downtown is already limited to two hours between
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. during the week, enforcement is difficult and costly, with the police
department — which is already understaffed — having to devote valuable time to
monitoring parked vehicles.
Parking tickets are often appealed as well, Yeager said, which creates another cost for
the city. Meters, on the other hand, would take away the need for constant monitoring,
as technology allows for users to operate them with a smartphone app, which could
virtually issue citations.
Understanding not everyone in Brainerd wants to deal with the technological
component of meters, the commission’s recommendation would also allow for some
coin-operated ones. And those who don’t want to pay for parking could still use other
downtown streets.
The cost to implement meters is estimated at $80,000-$120,000 plus monthly
operating fees that would be paid for by meter revenue.
Recommendation 3 — economic development With extra money coming in from lot
fees and parking meters, were those recommendations to be implemented, the
commission proposed 90% of the revenue after expenses go to the Economic
Development Authority to be used for downtown programs and improvements.
These funds would allow for continued economic vitality downtown through grants,
beautification, marketing, etc., without raising taxes.
The remaining 10% would stay in the city’s parking lot fund to ensure a sufficient
balance to cover any unanticipated costs, like large snowfalls or damage to the lots or
meters.
Recommendation 4 — updated kiosks Updating downtown kiosks, the parking
commission believes, would help to implement wayfinding and around the downtown
area to guide visitors and residents alike to the various amenities like parking locations,
distances to specific places, maps of businesses and general community information.
Recommendation 5 — updated ordinances
With one of the key problems commission members identified being business owners
and downtown tenants taking up parking spots for visitors, they recommended
updating the city’s ordinances to require property owners (both commercial and
residential) in and around downtown to identify off-street parking for their tenants.
Residential property owners would be required to provide 1.25 off-street parking spaces
per unit.

The city is currently working to rewrite its zoning code, which could incorporate such a
change.
Recommendation 6 — lot redevelopment
If the first five recommendations were to be implemented successfully, the parking
commission suggests looking into the redevelopment of the Burlington Northern
parking lot and the lots at city hall and on Laurel Street. The EDA would be tasked with
coming up with a marketing strategy for the redevelopment.
The commission believes the cost of maintaining those lots will become higher than
their value as parking lots and could generate more tax revenue for the city through
other uses.
For example, a building with an estimated market value of $1 million would have a
projected tax capacity of $19,250, potentially reducing the city’s property tax levy.
Certain building projects could include their own off-street parking so that removing
the lots does not create an extra parking burden.
Recommendation 7 — pedestrian improvements
Parking woes could also be alleviated, the commission believes, by taking steps to
ensure downtown is as pedestrian friendly as possible through means such as alley
lighting, additional benches and bike racks, picnic tables, designated bike lanes and
green spaces. These items could be funded with the money from the parking lot fund
designated to the EDA under recommendation No. 3.
Recommendation 8 — education
With so many new initiatives, education would be key. A targeted informational
campaign would aim to inform property owners, business owners, residents and
patrons of the recommendations — if any — the council chooses to implement to ensure
a smooth transition.
“There’s a lot of work dealing with the public.
We understand that,” Yeager said. “And like a lot of things, when it’s new and different,
the first reaction is it’s not right. And we understand that, and we’re looking forward to
public involvement with these next steps.
Next steps The recommendations from the commission are just that —
recommendations.
It is now up to city council members to decide if they want to implement any.
City Council President Kelly Bevans, who was initially against creating a commission
just for parking, said during a phone interview Tuesday he was impressed with the
work these commission members did and the recommendations brought forward.
If the goal is to better control of downtown parking or make it more usable, Bevans said

the recommendations are eight really good places to start. If the question is whether
there’s a parking problem downtown, he said many people may say there’s not.
“As a council we have to decide what we’re trying to accomplish and what’s the best way
to get there,” Bevans said. “In implementing these eight is there something we’re
missing? Is there some we don’t really want to do? That’s where the next couple weeks
come in.”
The council’s personnel and finance committee is expected to discuss the financial
aspects of the recommendations next month. While the parking commission suggested
an implementation timeline of Jan. 1 for any recommendations the city council decides
to move forward with, Bevans said April 1 would be more likely, as he would also like
the council to host a public hearing to get more community input.
Yeager understands these recommendations are not an end-all, be-all to parking
concerns and likely will not garner support from everyone, but he believes the plan as a
whole has pieces that take everyone into account.
And the education piece is going to be crucial.
“Our hope is that through public awareness as well as that whole education piece, we
can get some people who are believers in what we’re doing and can see the long-term
benefits versus the short-term encumbrances,” Yeager said.
THERESA BOURKE may be reached at theresa.bourke@ brainerddispatch.com or 218855-5860. Follow her on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ DispatchTheresa.

‘Continue to be good neighbors’
Sober homes owner responds to recent criticism

Theresa Bourke / Brainerd Dispatch
Sheila Haverkamp and others involved in owning and running sober homes in
Brainerd, listen to the Brainerd City Council’s safety and public works committee
discuss the issue Monday.

BY THERESA BOURKE
BRAINERD DISPATCH
Those concerned about negative effects of sober homes in their neighborhood shouldn’t
be, according to the homes’ owner.
Sheila Haverkamp, who owns the two sober homes on Tyrol Drive that have come
under scrutiny by neighbors, spoke to the Brainerd City Council’s safety and public
works committee Monday, Oct. 18, following criticism at the previous meeting from
those who live near the homes.
“The residents of our sober homes are also citizens of Brainerd,”

Haverkamp said on behalf of those she serves through Burlington Recovery Homes.
“... We desire to create opportunities for addicts, and we want to stand with them.”
With a recent property acquisition on Tamarac Street, Haverkamp operates five sober
homes in Brainerd.
Concerns brought up by Tyrol Drive residents at the previous city council meeting Oct.
4 included noise — especially of motorcycles, too many cars parked on the street,
vehicles driving too fast and creating hazards for children, and the worry of decreasing
property values.
At the time, Police Chief Mike Bestul said he was not aware of an excess of police calls
at those homes or of concerns from neighbors, as he would certainly increase patrols if
that was the case. Bestul and other city staffers investigated the safety concerns and did
not find any significant issues, City Engineer and Public Works Director Paul Sandy
told the committee Monday.
Throughout a week of tracking speeds on the road, Sandy said the highest speed
recorded was 17 mph and noted it would be nearly impossible for a vehicle to go more
than 30 mph.
Haverkamp shared photos with the committee showing many other residents of Tyrol
Drive also park on the street on a regular basis and noted there is more than enough
parking space for the sober home residents. There is parking both in front of the house
and in the back, accessible from Northwest Second Street. On average, Haverkamp
said, her sober homes each have two to five cars.
Even though there may be more residents living there, they do not all have vehicles.
There may be vehicles parked on the street when residents have guests over, but that is
no different than other homes in the neighborhood, she said.
Mayor Dave Badeaux added that Brainerd’s streets are designed for on-street parking
and to ask people not to park there is ridiculous.
While there are two sober home residents with motorcycles, Haverkamp said another
Tyrol Drive resident has one, too.
In terms of property values, Haverkamp brought records from Crow Wing County
showing the market value of all properties on Tyrol Drive have increased since 2019 —
when she bought the first sober home there. There was an increase of 2.59% from 2019
to 2020 and 8.02% from 2020 to 2021. Values are expected to further increase by
3.32% in 2022. Haverkamp noted she purchased both of her properties on Tyrol Drive
at higher than the assessed values.
Lastly, in response to a petition signed by Tyrol Drive residents stating no more sober
homes are wanted in the neighborhood, Haverkamp noted not everyone on the road

signed it, as was stated at the previous council meeting.
Residents from 16 of the 24 addresses — aside from the sober homes — on Tyrol Drive
signed the petition. But petition aside, Haverkamp said she has heard the residents and
has not pursued the last couple houses that went on the market on Tyrol Drive and
instead has looked at properties in other parts of the city.
“Our mission is to create a supportive, safe living environment for people in
recovery,”Haverkamp said. “The homes are definitely designed to help people achieve
that goal and find a new way to live. They don’t want to go back to their old ways.”
With some Tyrol Drive residents at the last meeting worried about sober home tenants
coming straight from jail to their neighborhood, Bob Tautges, a Crow Wing County
probation agent who is well-acquainted with Haverkamp’s sober homes, said the
residents are well-supervised, and there’s a good system of communication in place. He
added that he would never place a violent offender straight from jail in one of the
neighborhood sober homes.
“If you don’t have sober houses, you have meth houses,” Tautges said. “... People need
to have an opportunity to be in a controlled atmosphere so they can become healthy.
Addiction is a very, very difficult disease to deal with. And if we don’t deal with it and
we’re not proactive in finding resources for people, they’ll be on the streets.”
The vast majority of the residents in Haverkamp’s sober homes are from Crow Wing
County, Tautges added, and are not people being brought in from other places.
Being good neighbors
Committee Chair Mike O’Day said he doesn’t believe any of the negative attitudes or
words brought forward have been aimed at Haverkamp or her organization.
“I think everybody has been pretty clear that they agree that this is something we need,”
O’Day said. “I think the only argument they have is taking a single-family home and
turning it into a business. There’s some understanding to be had on both sides, I think,
there, but our hands are tied.”
The Federal Fair Housing Act mandates municipalities to make reasonable
accommodations for disabled people.
Those recovering from chemical dependency are considered disabled under the Federal
Fair Housing Act, meaning cities are limited in the regulations they can put on sober
homes.
Earlier in October, the city council approved request for reasonable accommodation
forms. These forms do not put any regulatory burden on sober homes but formalize a
process by which operators of sober homes request accommodation from city code and
help staff determine that a proposed sober home is genuinely a sober home and not an
effort of someone simply trying to work around city code.
While there are other possible regulation methods — like mandating how far apart

sober homes must be from one another, as is the case in St. Paul — City Attorney Joe
Langel previously told the council an initiative like that would likely be a lengthy and
expensive process.
Essentially what it comes down to, committee members said, is being good neighbors.
“It might be one of those issues where it’s a problem for a little while, and then
everybody kind of grows into it,” O’Day said. “That’s my hope. Everybody needs to be
heard during this and just continue to be good neighbors, and hopefully this works
out.”
The city council took no further action on sober home regulations.
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