
Be on the lookout for historic markers 

indicating each destination point of the 

tour.   

technology  

1) Brainerd Public Library 
2) Post Office 
3) Fred Drexler’s               
 Blacksmith Shop 
4) Iron Exchange Building 
5) Elks Hotel 
6) Parker Building 
7) Brainerd State Bank 
8) O’Brien Mercantile 
9) Sleeper Opera House 
10) Lakeland Building 
11) Freight Depot, NPRR 
12) Cullen Block 
13) First National Bank 
14) Ransford Hotel 
15) YMCA, Northern     
 Pacific 
16) Hobo Park 
17) Depot, NPRR, First 
18) Water Tower 

19) Arlington Hotel 
20) Headquarters Hotel 
21) Depot, NPRR, Second 
22) Trading Post 
23) County Jail and  
 Sheriff's Residence 
24) Courthouse 
25) Last Turn Saloon 
26) Nash Finch Company 
27) Fire Hall - First 
28) Russell Creamery 
29) Park Opera House 
30) Bank of Brainerd 
31) Fire Hall - Second 
32) City Hall 
33) Armory 
34) Greyhound Bus Depot 
35) Lively Garage/Auto 
 Company 

The Downtown Brainerd History Walk was 
sponsored by the Kitchigami Regional     
Library through the State of Minnesota    

Legacy Amendment Funds. 



 

http://www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/history/historywalk 

  Downtown Brainerd has a wealth 

of fascinating history and it is NOW all 

freely available to you.  Through a  

collaboration of the Brainerd History 

Group, the Brainerd Public Library, the 

Crow Wing County Historical Society 

and a tremendous group of volunteers, 

you can now tour the history of Brainerd 

in a variety of formats.     

The guidebooks are available 
for check out at the Brainerd 
Public Library and online as a 
downloadable PDF. 
  

An audio tour can be listened to 

on your computer or downloaded 

to any MP3 device to listen as 

you walk.  You can also check 

out the audio version of the 

guidebook on CD from the 

Brainerd Public Library. 
 

The history of Brainerd can be 

seen through two short videos  
 

Brainerd Begins  
 

The Brainerd’s Historic  
      Water Tower 

The tour details 35 different            

locations and covers about 1.4 

miles and takes up to one hour.  

Early images of Brainerd help to 

bring the past to life.  You will 

be able to compare Brainerd’s 

first buildings with today’s city-

scape.   Be wowed by the pieces 

of history still here today and 

inspired by the history of those 

that came before us.   

You can take the tour at your 

convenience and at your pace.  

Download Brainerd’s down-

town history for free anytime 

you want!  Read or listen to the 

tour using your own device.  

History has gone high-tech.   


