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City Council Receives Riverfront Steering Committee Report
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At a special meeting on March 23, 2015, the Brainerd City Council had a presentation
from Mississippi Riverfront Steering Committee Co-Chairs Don Gorham and Howard
Brewer that reviewed the Committee’s recommendations for riverfront improvements.
The Steering Committee, made up of about 30 community members, has been working
on the improvement plan for about a year. The University of Minnesota Center for Rural
Design was hired to work with the Committee through the improvement planning process. The purpose of the improvement plan is to:
Visually present concepts and to illustrate the riverfront’s potential for improved
active and passive recreation, arts and culture opportunities and economic development for our citizens and visitors.
Energize the community and get it talking about the river’s potential.
Used as a guide to the next step in the process.
Following are some of the committee’s recommendations for a two mile riverfront section south of the Washington Street Bridge.
The riverfront has three planning and design zones, each with a unique character and
community purpose.
Riverfront Planning Area
Zone one: Hearts of the Community
Where: Extends from Washington Street
to Laurel Street, connecting downtown
with the river.
Possible features:
Streetscape branding
Small gathering spaces
Public art
ZONE 1 VISUAL
Zone two: Cultural Community Commons
Where: Extends from Laurel Street to
College Drive.
Possible features:
Performance amphitheater behind
the library. Seating for up to 2,500
and a parking lot.
Public park and cultural gathering
space along the river, made by
repurposing a parking lot on East
River Road. It could include stormwater treatment demonstration gardens, a canoe launch, an outdoor classroom and a connection to the bike and
pedestrian trail between Laurel Street and College Drive.
Performing arts center at the intersection of College Drive and Mississippi Parkway.
ZONE 2 VISUAL
(Riverfront Planning continued on page 4)
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Things to Know Before Starting Your Warmer Weather Projects
Warmer weather will have Brainerd residents thinking about projects like constructing a storage building, building a privacy
fence, installing a swimming pool and/or having a garage sale. The Brainerd Building Safety Department and Planning Department would like to remind our residents about the Building Code and Zoning Ordinance requirements that need to be followed
for each of these activities. Following is information about some of the more common projects.
Accessory Buildings
An accessory building includes storage buildings, sheds, gazeboes, detached garages etc. An accessory building (regardless of size) that will have a permanent foundation requires a building permit.
An accessory building over two hundred (200) square feet requires a building permit. A new accessory building over one hundred twenty (120) square feet cannot be metal. Plastic carport style buildings and “hoop” houses are not permitted in the City of Brainerd.
There are several important zoning requirements that affect accessory building construction. They
include:
Where in the community the building will be constructed
Lot placement
Property line setback requirements
Limit on the number of accessory buildings
Accessory building area and height
Maximum lot coverage
Swimming Pools
Following are some of the more important swimming pool requirements:
Any swimming pool that is over twenty-four (24) inches above ground or over five thousand
(5,000) gallons in capacity (above ground or in ground) requires a building permit.
Pools that are eighteen (18) inches deep or less may be located in a front yard, must be ten (10)
feet from a side lot line and 8 feet from a rear property line. Pools over eighteen (18) inches deep must be located in a
side yard or rear yard.
Seasonal pools that are over twenty-four (24) inches deep are required to have a controlled access and have a ground
fault circuit.
Fences
Fences: are allowed in residential areas as follows:
Up to six feet six inches (6’6”) starting at the front (and side if on a corner lot) of a house extending
back to the rear property line.
In a front yard up to four (4) feet tall.
Alley property line fence setback is four (4) feet.
The fence “good” side must face out (onto an adjoining property or towards the street or alley)
A permit is required.
A fence is not allowed on a public right-of-way.
Outdoor Storage
Almost all material, equipment and personal property is required to be kept within a building or screened from public properties
and/or rights-of-way. Following are some of the exceptions:
Clothes lines
Recreational equipment.
Rear or side yard storage of firewood for the purpose of consumption by the person or persons residing on the premises.
Off-street parking of licensed and operable passenger automobiles, pick-up trucks
Tarps and Coverings
Tarps or coverings are allowed provided they are a color that matches screening material whether it is landscaping or fencing.
Garage/Yard Sale Signs
A property may have up to four garage sales each year. One (1) six (6) square foot garage sale
sign is allowed on PRIVATE property and must be removed after the sale. This means signs are
not allowed in the right-of-way in front of a house, on street lights, other utility poles or at a street
corner. City of Brainerd staff has the authority to remove any sign in the public right-of-way without prior notice to the sign’s owner.
(Things to Know continued on page 3)
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Things to Know Before Starting Your Warmer Weather Projects cont.
Recreational Vehicles
Parking or storage of a recreational vehicle is permitted provided it is:
Property of the person or persons residing on the premises.
Licensed and operable.
 Stored no closer than five (5) feet from side or rear lot lines.
 Located in the front yard and parked on designated and properly surfaced driveway or parking area.
 Located in the front yard or side yard abutting a street must be placed at least fifteen (15) feet from the back of curb and
shall not encroach on any public sidewalk or trail.
 In any yard, not placed within ten (10) feet of the living quarters of the principal building on the adjacent lot.
Fish Houses
One fish house is permitted to be stored in the rear yard.
Property Maintenance
Spring is the season to begin yard work and exterior improvements. The Property Maintenance Code applies to all existing residential and nonresidential structures and all existing premises. Exteriors shall be maintained in good repair, structurally sound
and sanitary so as not to pose a threat to the public health, safety or welfare.
Junk
No person, firm or corporation of any kind shall permit the accumulation of junk, including but
not limited to waste material, trash, rubbish, refuse, or litter of any kind upon any land or inside or under any building or structure which may provide harborage or breeding places for
mosquitoes, vermin or rats.
Protective Treatment
All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks and
fences must be maintained. Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay resistant woods, should be protected from the elements
and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped paint should be eliminated and
surfaces repainted.
Unlicensed Vehicles
The presence of abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, inoperative, unlicensed, junked, or partially dismantled motor vehicles or a motor vehicle lacking vital component parts or parts of a motor vehicle
on private or public property is considered a public nuisance. This does not apply to any motor vehicle enclosed within a building on private property or to any motor vehicle held in connection with a
business enterprise lawfully licensed by the City.

City Council Contact
Information
Mayor James E. Wallin
admin@ci.brainerd.mn.us
(218) 829-8814

Long Grass and Weeds
All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess of
six (6) inches. All noxious weeds are prohibited. Weeds are defined as all grasses, annual plants
and vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however, this term does not include cultivated
flowers and gardens.

At Large Sue Hilgart
hilgartsue@hotmail.com
(218) 828-6345

Clean Up After Your Pet
Pet owners are responsible for cleaning up feces and disposing of it in a sanitary manner whether on their own property, on the property of others or on
public property. The clean-up of feces on the animal owner’s property shall not
exceed 72 hours from May 1 through October 31 and once per week from November 1 through April 30. The clean-up of feces on the property of others or
public property must be taken care of immediately.

At Large Chip Borkenhagen
chipborkenhagen@gmail.com
(218) 851-4843

At Large Mary Koep
(218) 829-9793

Ward 1 David Pritschet
adprit@charter.net
(218) 828-0809
Ward 2 Kelly Bevans
kelly@kellysservice.biz
(218) 829-4147

Residents are urged to contact the Building Safety Department and/or the Planning Department at
Ward 3 Gary Scheeler
828-2309 should you have questions about any of the above areas. More information can be found garyscheeler@hotmail.com
(218) 825-1957
at the city website www.ci.brainerd.mn.us.
Ward 4 Gabe Johnson
gabe.r.johnson@gmail.com
(218) 831-3623
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Free Special Events

The Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department has a number of free special events scheduled this spring and summer.
The annual Fishing Clinic is from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm on Saturday, May 30, at Lum Park. The free clinic will consist of
informational sessions, eating a shore lunch and a fishing contest. All participants will receive free tackle to take
home. There will also be prize drawings for rods and reels.
The annual Bicycle Safety Clinic is from 10:00 am to noon on Saturday, June 6, at the Brainerd High School lower
parking lot. In case of inclement weather, the event will be in the High School gymnasium. The clinic consists of helmet fitting and helmet giveaways, bicycle safety checks, bicycle rules of the road and a riding course. The event is co
-sponsored by Essentia Health and the Brainerd and Baxter Police Departments, and the Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department.
The Minnesota Twins Play Ball! baseball clinic will take place at 2:00 pm and 3:30 pm (determined by ages; watch for
further information) on Friday, June 26, at Bane Park. The event is open to boys and girls.
There is no pre-registration for any of the free special events. For further information go to the Brainerd Parks and
Recreation website at www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/parks or call the Park office at 218-828-2320.

Summer Park Programs
Registrations for all of the Brainerd Parks and Recreation Department’s summer programs are now open. Registrations are taken at the Park office in Lum Park from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday. Mail-in registrations
are also available at www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/parks The 2015 summer program guide, with more details about each of
the programs, is also available by visiting the website.
The competitive youth baseball leagues have a registration deadline date of April 17. Competitive youth softball
leagues have a registration deadline of May 1. Most non-competitive program registration deadlines are May 22.
A new program this year is grass volleyball for boys and girls ages 8-10 and 11-14. There is a limit of 12 players per
age group.
Scholarship funds are available for families needing assistance.
For further information call the Brainerd Parks and Recreation office at 218-828-2320.

Riverfront Planning cont.
Zone three: Community Wilds
Where: Extends from College Drive through Kiwanis Park down to the Rotary land on the southern part.
Possible features:
Redesign Kiwanis Park with a larger picnic pavilion and playground, better access to Boom Lake, adding a sledding hill and warming house, a relocated and enhanced dog park, a small amphitheater for outdoor teaching, better
walking trails around the lake and possibly eliminate access from College Drive for safety.
Mississippi River Headwaters Environmental Learning Center, possibly located just north of the Rotary land in Kiwanis Park on the east bank or possibly on the west bank along Mississippi Parkway.
Three bridges loop trail system for walkers and bicyclists. It could connect new development on both sides of the
river. It would mean signage on the Washington and Laurel Street bridges and constructing a pedestrian bridge.
ZONE 3 VISUAL
At the meeting, the Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation announced to the City Council that it has awarded a
$33,000 Community Difference Maker Grant to the project to hire a coordinator to continue project planning and implementation. Should progress be demonstrated, the grant has the potential to be awarded for two additional years. Following the presentation the City Council voted to continue with the riverfront planning process.
Following is a link to the project: Riverfront Planning Project
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City Council Approves New Review and Permit Fees
At its March 16, 2015 meeting, the Brainerd City Council approved changes effective March 27, 2015 to Fire, Building
Safety and Planning Department application and permit fees.
Fire Department. Increases from $75.00 to $100.00 will take affect for permits for installation and removal of all fire
suppression systems, fire alarm, monitoring or related systems; installation and removal of underground or above-ground tanks for the storage or use of flammable or combustible liquids,
gas or any hazardous material; installation of spray booths or spray areas; installation of
smoke removal systems; storage of explosives, black powder and blasting agents; use of explosives; fireworks sales, displays and pyrotechnic special effects; any open burning; carnivals
and fairs; exhibition and trade shows and any special event requiring a fire safety inspection;
temporary membrane structures, tents and canopies. Also, new fees of $100.00 for requested
annual fire safety inspections and natural gas line hits if proper procedures were not followed;
$100.00 per hour per Fire Department staff member required for fire watch; $50.00 fee for follow-up fire safety inspections after the annual fire safety inspections and first follow-up inspection, also for the initial
licensure of day care facilities and child/adult foster care facilities; $100.00 for the 3rd false alarm per year, $150.00 for
the 4th false alarm per year and $250.00 for the 5th and more false alarms per year; $200.00 per accident per vehicle
where emergency services are performed; $500.00 per incident per vehicle when rescue extrication is performed.
Also a fee of $35.00 for four hours or less to rent the Fire Department training room and $60.00 for four to eight hours.
Building Department. Re-Inspection fee ($35.00 to $70.00), residential re-roofing permit fee ($35.00 to $70.00 per
structure), sewer tap fee ($35.00 residential and commercial to $40.00 residential and $70.00 for
commercial), ROW excavation ($30.00 residential and commercial to $45.00 residential and
$70.00 commercial), curb cut ($0 to $35.00), window-door replacement (valuation/$30.00 minimum
to valuation/$40.00 minimum), mobile home installation ($149.50 to $150.00), plumbing ($105.00
to $120.00 residential), water heater replacement ($35.00 residential to $40.00 residential), mechanical ($35.00 residential to $120.00).
Planning Department. Increases will take affect for variances ($220.00 to $250.00); conditional
use permits ($190.00 to $250.00) and property rezoning ($250.00 to $300.00) applications. A permanent sign permit has increased from $10.00 to a permit based on a building permit value with a
$35.00 minimum value. Portable sign permits have increased from $10.00/month to $50.00/
month. Some new fees include a $35.00 fence permit fee, $40.00 for a zoning compliance letter,
$100.00 for a lot split review, $200.00 for a residential use related special meeting and $400.00 for
a commercial use related special meeting. The City Council also authorized requiring an application escrow deposit
should one be deemed necessary by City staff.
Planning Department fees have not been amended over 10 years.
For a complete list of new City fees please visit the City website at www.ci.brainerd.mn.us.

Recreational Fire Regulations
Open burning of lumber, pallets, wooden shingles, scrap wood, brush, tree
trimmings, leaves, yard waste, cardboard, paper, garbage and other similar items is not permitted in the City of Brainerd. Violations of these fire
rules are misdemeanor offenses. To view the entire Recreational Fire
Regulations, stop by the Fire Station at 23 Laurel Street or visit the City
website. Staff at the Fire Station is available 24/7 to answer any questions
at 218-828-2312.
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The Brainerd Public Library Needs Your Help!
Do you have historical photos of the Brainerd Lakes Area?
The Brainerd Public Library would like to scan:
Recent and old photographs and documents
Buildings and People
City Scenes
371 corridor change
Postcards

These items would be scanned for historical and archival purposes. If you are interested in sharing your items please
email us or make an appointment to meet with us. crowwinghistoricalphotos@gmail.com
Call the library at 218-829-5574 to make an appointment
March Appointment Times At:
Wednesday, March 18 at 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Tuesday, March 24 at 10:00am - 2:00pm
Tuesday, March 31 at 5:00pm - 7:00pm
This free program is made possible with funding from Kitchigami Regional Library through the State of Minnesota’s
Legacy Amendment funds to preserve art and cultural heritage.

History Corner
From the last newsletter:
Question for the quarter: On December 16,
2014 a very old and historic building was razed
in downtown, with little fanfare. It was about to
fall over or cave in, and hardly a gem, but had an
important community function in the early part of
the 1900’s.
Where, and WHAT was it?
Answer:
Fieldman’s and Lastly attorneys’ offices. This
was the 3rd oldest building left on our once most
built-up street.
The Salvation Army building at 410 Front Street.
This building was moved here 100 years earlier,
in 1914, from its location on 5th Street to make
way for the new City Hall. After 1991 the Salvation Army moved to 424 Front Street in the former Minnegasco/State Patrol building. It later
housed a radio station.
Incidentally, the building to its west on the SE
corner of 4th & Front Streets recently burned and
is likely going to be demolished. It is at 402
Front Street and was a bakery in 1888. In 1892
it was a livery, 1903 a laundry, 1949 the H. R.
Davis Army-Navy Store/Auto Sales/Hide & Furs,
1970’s

Fire Chief Kevin Stunek
Retires
A 40 plus year career as a firefighter will come to a close when
Kevin Stunek retires on April 17,
2015. Kevin has been the Fire
Chief for the past five years. He
said he intends to go fishing and
golfing and to spend more time
with his family.
The City Council accepted
Stunek's retirement with regret
and requested the Civil Service
Commission meet to begin the
hiring process for a new chief. In
the meantime, the Council approved appointing Crosslake
Fire Chief Chip Lohmiller as interim chief. The City intends to
interview top applicants for the position in late May or early
June, with a projected start date of July 6.
Congratulations Kevin and enjoy your retirement.
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Second Annual Brainerd History Week
June 15-21, 2015
Organizers have released preliminary plans for get-togethers throughout the seven days.
Following are tentative events:
 Monday: Veterans day. There will be programs and speakers honoring all veterans of every war. There could be
viewings of war-related films and possibly a display from Camp Ripley's museum. Events may be at the Armory or
at the veteran’s memorial near the Crow Wing County Historic Courthouse.
 Tuesday: Again this year, there will be a tour of Evergreen Cemetery. Walking tour of the north side neighborhood, including houses of city founders and key leaders. The tours might include an inside look at some of the
stops. A pie social will be hosted too! Church visits.
 Wednesday: Children's parade downtown. Also, a Native American community day, where representatives from
the White Earth Nation and Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe will likely speak to residents about their government, and
before the Brainerd City Council to raise awareness on tribal government practices.
 Thursday: The Paul Bunyanland Cultural-Historical Society (PBCHS) will host an event at the former Wausau Paper site, now Brainerd Industrial Center, which will detail the history of the building and companies that set up
there in the past. A picnic of former paper mill workers will take place.
 Friday: Railroad day. There will be tours of the Northern Pacific Center buildings.
 Saturday: Children's day in Gregory Park, with games and music. Possibly an antique car show.
 Sunday: A multi-denominational church service in Gregory Park.
 Throughout the week: Guided Downtown Brainerd History Walks.
Join us in a project that is a first of its kind! Bring in anything that will fit on a legal size scanner. We can
even scan old negatives, and slides. The program will run for 3 months.

Local Partnership Provides Solar Power Energy Savings to Brainerd Family
A Brainerd family is benefitting from solar power energy savings through a partnership among Brainerd Housing and
Redevelopment Authority (HRA), Rural Renewable Energy Alliance (RREAL), Region 5 Development Commission
(R5DC), and Brainerd Public Utilities (BPU).
The collaborative effort began when RREAL and the Brainerd HRA partnered to install solar electric panels on a
house owned by the Brainerd HRA. RREAL is a private nonprofit corporation that makes solar energy accessible to
people of all income levels. The Brainerd HRA provides redevelopment and affordable housing opportunities to
strengthen its neighborhoods. Together, along with a grant from R5DC and BPU’s Renewable Incentives Program,
they were able to provide the solar electric system at no cost to the family or the HRA. It is anticipated that the family
will save approximately $25 per month on their electric bill.
Installation of the solar electric Enphase System took place at the Brainerd residence the week of February 1st. The
Enphase System includes a monitoring and analysis system that provides useful information and real-time performance tracking.
“Through the use of this solar electric system, we’re able to off-set about 70,827kW of energy. This equates to a savings of $11,219 over the 30-year life of the system,” explains Jason Edens, Director of RREAL.
Jennifer Bergman, Executive Director of Brainerd HRA, added, “This project is a win/win. We are conserving energy
and our low-income family will pay less on their monthly electric costs.”

