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South 6th Street Construction Continues
The Light at the End of the Tunnel is Dim, but Within Sight
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Many months have passed since the first
stick of pipe was laid on the S. 6th Street
project, but motorists traveling around
Downtown Brainerd may soon see the
light at the end of the tunnel. It has been
a frustrating summer for anyone traveling
in the Brainerd lakes area, but the City,
MnDOT, the crews working on the site,
and other traveling motorists continue to
cooperate to get all current construction
projects completed on time and under
budget.
Work continues on the section of S. 6th
Street between Quince Street and Washington Street (Trunk Highway 210) including new sanitary sewer main installation,
watermain installation, storm sewer, curb
and gutter, pedestrian sidewalks, signals,
and street lights. Final restoration work is The historic Water Tower walkway provides a birds eye view of
the S. 6th Street construction.
being completed on the sections between
Joseph Street and Vine Street and Vine
Street and Quince Street including topsoil, seeding, and mulching to prevent erosion. The last
two inches of asphalt has not yet been placed on the whole project, as the contractor is waiting
until completion to finish this final lift all at once. Signal lights are being installed at the intersection on S. 6th Street and Quince Street.
Underground utilities have been completed through the intersections of Pine Street, Oak Street,
Norwood Street, and Maple Street. The contractor is only allowed to have one of three streets
closed at once, consisting of Oak Street, Maple Street, and Laurel Street. The contractor has
been working to get through each intersection quickly to return cross traffic in these areas.
Gravel, curb and gutter, sidewalk, and street lighting are planned to begin the week of August
20th on the portion of the project from Quince Street to Maple Street. The contractor will continue placing underground utilities on the portion of the project from Maple Street to Washington Street beginning the week of August 27th.
BNSF Railway is working to replace the crossing at S. 6th Street with new concrete panels, signal
arms and mast arms, with anticipated completion the week of August 20 th. Gas and utility companies including CenterPoint Energy, Brainerd Public Utilities, CTC and CenturyLink have been
working side-by-side with contractor and sub-contractor staff to replace gas lines, light poles,
and fiber-optic cables to keep everyone operating in the cyber world.
Substantial progress is anticipated by late September, 2018 with completion by the middle of
October, 2018.
S. 6th Street continued on page 2.
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S. 6th Street continued from page 1.

Continued cooperation from the public is requested during the
construction. These items include:
1. Use the designated detour routes. Residential and local traffic
is allowed on the side streets adjacent to the construction. If
you are traveling through the area to avoid the de-tour, you
are in violation of the law and will be ticketed.
2. Construction can be very interesting to watch, and we have
noted some interested parties traveling through the worksite
and observing the work. As work continues through this
Downtown section of the project, the Contractor asks that
the public only enter the worksite if you absolutely must
access a business.
Concrete storm sewer pipe lies waiting for installation north of Laurel Street.

3.

Please watch for construction workers, inspectors, heavy
equipment, and other construction vehicles if you must travel
near the work zone. Don’t assume that they can always see
you, as large equipment has many blind spots and pinch points.

4. Project updates are communicated throughout the season and
will inform the public about detour changes or other significant
happenings on the project. Stay informed about the project by
signing up at:
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d3/brd/update.html
Construction work looking south at the Laurel Street intersection.

5. Residents and /businesses along the project with access
or utility issues, please contact Tyler Collette, Tom’s Backhoe Project Superintendent at 218-330-3493.
Please visit http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d3/brd/ for most current detour routes and work schedules during construction.

Great Pumpkin Festival
The 12th annual Great Pumpkin Festival will take place from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 13th, at Gregory Park.
The fun-filled family event includes numerous activities for all ages,
including three-legged races, pumpkin rolling, sack races, and more.
There will also be a pie eating contest and a pie throwing contest.
There is no charge to participate in any of the events. Participants
will have the chance to win free pumpkins.
Horse rides will be available from Outback Trail Rides for a small fee.
There are a number of vendors at the Great Pumpkin Festival to add
to the fun. Vendors may purchase space at the event for a $50 fee.

Brainerd Fire Department
Open House
23 Laurel Street
October 4th from 5 p.m. to 7 pm
Learn about fire safety and meet our firefighters!
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Views of a Planning Intern
The 2004 Comprehensive Plan sat unopened on my newly introduced desk that would act as my work area for
the upcoming summer. It was my first day. The office
chatter of my unintroduced coworkers sounded while I
methodically flipped the pages. I listened to their weekend stories and they proved superior interest in comparison to the vibrant literature that lay before me. Tabbed
pages of significance and notes of annotated main objectives lay in the wake of my studies as if floating buoys
behind a boat. I peered from page to page like a deer
browses the forest vegetation. The Comprehensive Plan
clearly needed an update. Trying to catch up on the entirety of Brainerd history is not a quick and easy task. I
didn’t fully understand the aura of Brainerd until the end
of the summer, by then it was time to move.
I would define the character of Brainerd as budding. The
Jared enjoyed fishing (and catching) on the Mississippi River
sense of Brainerd is in the season of early spring, the snow
and ice of economic decline and hardship have lost their hold. New ideas are beginning to grow just like the way new shades
of green appear in the spring. With the right temperature and attitude Brainerd can be nurtured back to the pride and joy of
the lakes area.
Not only can you see the visual effects of new life, you can feel it too. Spend an afternoon in Coco Moon, get dinner at Sage,
have some homemade brews at Roundhouse, the vibe of Brainerd is buzzing (insert metaphor about pollinators here). The
leadership positions in this city are acting as examples and carrying this city on their back. The citizens are witnessing the noble virtues set before them and are following, because they too see the vision of what Brainerd can achieve.
My time here has been spent observing the restoration of Brainerd’s character. I’ve helped bring some ideas to life, like the
downtown farmers market and other city events. Most of my work hours can be described as leg work. Work that is not glorious but has to be done for events to take place. Events like the Lakes Area Music Festival and on the other side of the spectrum, the 2020 Census update. I worked on a climate change adaptation plan, checked addresses, called municipalities,
talked zoning codes, and spent time filing in the dam room. These experiences will help shape my career as a planner. I like to
think of the City of Brainerd and myself as being on the same stage; budding.
On the 31st of August, I will start my migration over the eastern border to finish my studies at the University of WisconsinStevens Point. Once there, I will finish my major (natural resources planning) and minor (sustainable energy) and get out of
that state as fast as possible. I will always cherish the opportunity I have experienced here in Brainerd along with the people
that I have met and the fish that I have caught.
Thank you.
Jared Booms

City Council Contact Information
Mayor Edwin Menk
At Large Sue Hilgart
At Large Jan Lambert
At Large Kevin Stunek
emenk@ci.brainerd.mn.us
shilgart@ci.brainerd.mn.us jlambert@ci.brainerd.mn.us kstunek@ci.brainerd.mn.us
(218) 829-7266
(218) 828-6345
(218) 828-0165
(218) 839-1815
Ward 1 David Pritschet
Ward 2 Kelly Bevans
Ward 3 Dave Badeaux
Ward 4 Gabe Johnson
dpritschet@ci.brainerd.mn.us kbevans@ci.brainerd.mn.us dbadeaux@ci.brainerd.mn.us gjohnson@ci.brainerd.mn.us
(218) 828-0809
(218) 821-9035
(218) 330-8204
(218) 831-3623
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Political Campaign Sign Information
Campaign signs in the City of Brainerd are allowed ONLY on private property when permitted by the property owner. Campaign
signs are NOT allowed in the public right-of-way of any street in the City. The City Council has given City staff direction to contact a candidate and inform them that, when identified to be in a right-of-way, a campaign sign shall be relocated onto private
property. Candidates will be given an
appropriate amount of time; typically twenty
four (24) hours, to move the sign from
the right-of-way. If the sign is not removed or
moved, City staff will remove the sign
and the candidate will need to contact the City
to retrieve it. The City reserves the
right to request a sign on private property be
moved should it be creating a vision
obstruction or safety problem.
The edge of a right-of-way in almost all
quite a few feet in back of the curb.
you would like to place a sign, the sign
If there is no sidewalk and the edge of
before placing a sign that you contact
about where the sign can be placed.

cases is not the curb line. In most cases it is
Should there be a sidewalk on the street where
cannot be between the sidewalk and the curb.
a right-of-way is not know, it is recommended
the City of Brainerd at 828-2309 to inquire

There are roads in the City that are the jurisdiction of Crow Wing County (Mill Avenue/CSAH 3 and 20) and the Minnesota Department of Transportation (B371 and Hwy 210). The City will be monitoring sign placement along County roads, however
MNDOT will monitor sign placement within its rights-of-way. MNDOT will remove any sign in its right-of-way without notification to you.
Other requirements are that campaign signs:
 Must comply with the Fair Campaign Practices Act.
 Cannot be within one hundred (100) feet of a polling site.
 Removed within ten (10) days following an election.
If you have any questions about where campaign signs can be located in the City of Brainerd, contact 828-2309.

October is National Community Planning Month

Housing as Community Infrastructure
This year's theme — Housing as Community Infrastructure — highlights the
importance of housing as part of our community fabric, and underscores the
critical role planning plays in delivering the housing and communities the nation needs.

Get Inspired
2016 and 2017 were banner years for Planning Month. Click on the following link to tour planning activities around
the country — http://go.esri.com/l/82202/2016-10-03/3hpjyt. Be sure to check out #91!
National Planning Month is a time to highlight the
important role of planning in our communities. Planning can be summed up as comprehensive, community focused and enhancing choices. While you may not
realize it, planning has a significant impact on your
day-to day life. From where you live, to how you
commute, to the type of home you live in. Planning
plays a pivotal role in your life and well being.
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City of Brainerd Awarded $638,000 Grant for NE & Downtown Koop Building Improvements
The City of Brainerd has been awarded a $638,338 grant for owner-occupied and rental housing rehabilitation and commercial
building rehabilitation.
The Brainerd Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) applied for funding on behalf
of the City of Brainerd for Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) to the Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) and was awarded $638,338.
Through the Community Development Block Grant program, Congress appropriates money to states, which is then divided into the SCDP grants. Minnesota received $19 million
for the 2018 grants. Statewide, 48 cities submitted applications to DEED and 35 were funded, including the City of Brainerd.
The SCDP grant will provide deferred loans to property owners in the previously identified
target area, which includes the area between H Street and Washington Street, and Gillis
Avenue and Mill Avenue. Also included is the Downtown Koop Building.
Through the assistance of DEED’s SCDP, the Brainerd HRA is able to offer the following:
 SCDP Commercial Improvements — 80% Deferred Loan/20% Owner Equity
 Funding available for 1 downtown commercial property
 May be used for façade upgrades or other needed improvements such as roof, windows, etc.
 Maximum loan amount: $40,000/property
 Forgiven after 10 years
 SCDP Rental Rehabilitation — 70% Deferred Loan/30% Owner Equity
 Funding available for up to 11 mixed-use and duplex rental units, 6 multi-family at $10,000 each, 6 singlefamily at $20,000 each
 May be used for all general repairs needed to make the units more livable
 Maximum loan amount: $12,500 – $20,000/unit
 SCDP Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation
Funding available for up to 10 homes at $20,000 each
 May be used for all general repairs needed to make the units more livable
 Forgiven after 10 years
 Determined on a case-by-case basis
The Brainerd HRA will begin taking applications in the fall , with funds available in late 2018.

City Street Department Salt and Sand Storage Building Constructed
The City recently completed constructing a salt and sand storage facility approved in the 2018 budget. Greystone Construction
Company, DeChantal Excavating, Anderson Brothers Construction, and the City Street Department staff all worked together to
build the shed on time and within the $240,000 budget.
The building is used to
keep the salt and sand deicing material, used by
street department to keep
our streets clear of snow
and ice, under a cover and
safe from the elements.
This building will provide a
long-term solution to an on
-going issue of the material
not being protected from
the elements.
The newly constructed salt and sand storage building located at 724 Thiesse Drive.
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History Corner by Carl Faust

2018 Brainerd History Week Recap

Another great History Week is in the books, and it was enjoyed by young and old! This year’s event was August 9th -12th, and
the weather was warm but not wet. As has been typical, the tours provided to be popular, starting on Thursday with the tours
at the NP Center every half hour from noon to 5. A race car from BIR was on display as well as many vintage autos from local
collectors.
Laurel Street Bridge Railings
On Friday August 10th, a very different event was held out in front of the
Fire Hall, next to the Laurel Street Bridge. Take a drive by and you will see
two of the original 1898 bridge railings and their 2 corresponding plaques
that have been re-erected on the site! A smaller interpretive marker is at
the site to explain the somewhat weird story of how these relics were
found, restored and finally “came back home.” Hopefully, by the next
newsletter, we can report that the other two railings and markers will
have been installed at our museum of the Crow Wing County Historical
Society!

The day included a Riverview Brainerd History
Walk, and a Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) restored marker dedication in Gregory
Park. You can see this on the big boulder north of
the fountain. Central Lakes College celebrated its
80th Anniversary with tours and a slideshow. The
day wound up with a Downtown Brainerd History
Walk that along with the Riverview Walk, was
repeated later in the week.

Pictured l-r are Councilman Kevin Stunek, Councilman Dave Badeaux, Riverfront Committee
and Community Action Center Executive Director Holly Holm, Crow Wing County Historian
Pam Nelson, Hillary Swanson, Fire Marshal Dave Cox, Chip Holk, and Mike McMillion, historic
bridge railing donator, posed for a reenactment of the 1898 Laurel Street Bridge dedication.

Museum Restoration
The museum building restoration project has begun on
the exterior of the 1917
former City Jail and Sheriff’s
residence. Shrub removal
revealed a long hidden cornerstone!

White Park Marker
Another marker was
installed, this time
down below the high
-rise on land that is
now a parking lot
planned for a public
riverfront plaza. The
land was donated to
the city by Lyman P.
and Almond A. White
in 1921 as “White
Park”. Swing down
and take a look—it’s
right on the paved trail.

Evergreen Cemetery History Walk
Saturday was a beautiful day for the 2018 Evergreen Cemetery History Walk. Thirty-three participants were split into two
groups led by Evergreen Board Trustees Duane Blanck and John Van Essen and primarily visited the resting places of WW I veterans and nurses.
History Corner continued on page 7.
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The History Corner continued from page 6.

Community Bike Ride
The day also included a first; a Community Bike Ride from Brainerd to Crow Wing
State Park, where riders and other visitors enjoyed a historical presentation at the
Beaulieu House, and the 150th Anniversary of Chief Hole-in-the-Day.
Lum Park
Sunday, August 12th was the
wrap-up at Lum Park and started
in the old WPA fire pit that is
now in need of restoration. A
short tour of historical sites included the old ice plant and the 1909 marker embedded in a huge boulder.
Also, there was an unveiling of a History of Lum Park kiosk that was made
possible by the Brainerd Public Library and Legacy Grant funding. Stop by and
see the history of the park, well, IN the park. It is located in the same place as
the other two in Gregory Park and Kiwanis Park, on the restroom building.
The Brainerd Ski Loons wrapped up the day with another great performance.
At the intermission, the Brainerd History Week raffle ticket winners were
drawn. So you see, it was a fun time, but even if you missed the events, left
behind was more for others to see in years to come.
New Downtown
Mural
A new “Community
Coloring Book” mural
is being painted on
the west wall of the
Crossing Arts Alliance
building, located on
the north side of Laurel Street between 7th
Street and 8th Street.
You simply have to
stop by and take a look. It’s hard to believe, but we could not
find evidence of a mural being painted in downtown Brainerd
since 1975, so now, THAT’S history!

Historic Water
Tower
You can hardly help but
notice there is a fervent
push to see if the historic
concrete water tower
can be saved. A committee is being formed,
but even before that,
fundraising had begun at
the fair, and later in the
form of button sales. You can buy this button for $5 at
the Crow Wing County Historical Society.

Rumbly Hall Event Space
Did you know there is now an event space
in downtown Brainerd, and it is in a 1923
restored building called the Koop Block,
built in 1923? Well, there is, on the NE corner of 7th & Laurel Sts., and you just must
go see the fully restored tin ceiling. History
just seems to be reappearing in downtown
Brainerd! From their Rumbly Hall website:
“Historic Downtown Event Space. This lovingly restored space is perfect for weddings,
conferences, meetings, gatherings of all
types”. Incidentally, the former S & L
building to its north is also being restored,
complete with windows…for…WINDOW SHOPPING! Now here is ANOTHER drive you need to make! You may not recognize the downtown, or you may recall its look of yesteryear.

History is here, and still being made, in Brainerd, Minnesota!
7

